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Pittsburgh Task Force moved aside

O’Connor

grabs

TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2006

lead role

in Fifth-Forbes development

By Mark Belko
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Pittsburgh Mayor Bob
O'Connor will take charge of
redeveloping publicly owned
properties on Fifth and Forbes
avenues Downtown, replacing
the private group that has been
leading the effort for more than
ayea

Mr O’Connor has told the

Pittsburgh Task Force that
he would take the lead role in
finding developers for nearly 20
Urban Redevelopment Author-
ity-owned properties in the run-
down retail corridor.

Over the last year, the task
force has been instrumental in
recruiting Milleraft Industries
Inc. of Washington County to
buy the Lazarus-Macy’s store
and in generatinga $50 million to

$60 million proposal from Wash-
ington, D.C., developer Madison
Marquette to redevelop other
buildings in the corridor.

Mr. O'Connor stressed yester-
day that he doesn't intend to go it
alone. He said he wants all major
Downtown stakeholders to be
involved in revitalization of the
retail district.

To that end, Mr. O’Connor and
the URA plan to seek a planner

and designer to help develop
standards for buildings, streets,
sidewalks and other aspects of
the corridor, with input from
the task force, the Pittsburgh
Downtown Partnership, the
Cultural Trust, property owners
and others.

Mr. O'Connor said one of his
main goals will be to ensure

SEE MAYOR, PAGE A-6

CHAOS

IN GAZA

Hatem Moussa/Associated Press

Palestinian police officers, one injured, take cover during a gunbattle with Palestinian gunmen on the road leading to the Erez
crossing between the Gaza Strip and Israel near the village of Beit Hanoun yesterday. The battle was one of five confrontations
between militants and police that left 23 people injured. The clashes highlighted the Gaza Strip’s raging chaos, which will present
a daunting challenge to the incoming Hamas government. Story, Page A-4

Bush defends optimism on Iraq

City he cited,
however, may
not remain

peaceful long

By Peter Baker
The Washington Post

CLEVELAND — As President

Bush tells the tale, the battle for
Tal Afar offers a case study in
how U.S. and Iraqi forces work-

more complex story. U.S. forces
last fall did drive out radicals
who had brutalized the mid-size
city near the Syrian border. But
lately, residents say, the city has
taken another dark turn. “The
armed men are fewer,” Nassir

has had in reassuring a doubtful
American public that progress is
being made in Iraq. The president
and hisaides say that the positive
developments in Iraq get over-
whelmed by the grim pictures
of mayhem and massacre that
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; Eomen represent more than half

the region’s work force but less than
10 percent of board members and
senior executives at the region’s 55
largest public companies, according
to a Post-Gazette analysis. But

heavy representation in the arts and
university sector helps lift women
overall to 28 percent of board seats
and 26 percent of staff positions at

185 of the region’s biggest companies
and nonprofits. For more on the study
as well as a rundown of the region’s
biggest, most profitable and fastest-
growing public companies, see this
year’s Top 50 in Business, Section E

NFL Commissioner Paul Tagliabue

Taghabue steps
down from NFL.

By Gerry Dulac
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Having made a living han-
dling fractious negotiations
and brokering labor agree-
‘ments, Paul Tagliabue was not
going to be talked into chang-
inghis mind.

When he called Steelers

the first person Mr. Tagliabue
elected to call shortly after 9
a.m. And it was Mr. Rooney who
informed each of the league’s
other 31 teams, via e-mail, that
Mr. Tagliabue, 65, is retiring
after 16 years as NFL commis-
sioner, effective July 31.

He leaves a legacy of having
expanded the league by four

ing together can root out insur-  Sebti, 42, an air-conditioning donunale the evening news. If Chairman Dan Rooney yes- teams, realigned the divisions,
- gents and restore stability. “The ic, tolda i Post mericans knew about the suc- terday morning, there was no  revamped the scheduling
L] Rrgsldent B_USh | example of Tal Afar,” he told an  interviewer yesterday, “but the cess stories, the White House compromising on his course of ~ formula and twice negotiated
visits Wheeling, | audience here yesterday, “gives  assassinations between Sunni maintains, they would under- action. labor agreements with the play-
W.Va., tomorrow. |  me confidence in our strategy.” and Shiites have increased.” stand Mr. Bush’s confidence. Mr. Rooney, chairman of ersunion.
Page A-3 | Reports from the streets of Tal The twists of Tal Afar under- the National Football League’s
I Afar, half a world away, offer a  line the difficulties Mr. Bush SEE BUSH, PAGE A-3 ownership committee, was SEE NIFL, PAGE A2
bought properties after the 2002

"Top church official dismissed

In controversy

By Ann Rodgers
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Confronted by allegations of
financial misconduct, the head of
the Orthodox Church in America
has dismissed a priest from a top
administrative post and hired a
major law firm to investigate.

A prominent critic of the
church’s financial practices
praised the moves, while an
attorney for the Rev. Robert Kon-
dratick, the ousted chancellor,
said his client is a scapegoat.

Mark Stokoe, whose Orthodox

over [inances

Web site has detailed the accu-
sations, was encouraged that
Metropolitan Herman retained a
law firm known for investigating
corporate misdeeds.

“If this is going to be open
and above board and disclose
things so that everyone knows
what happened and we can move
forward, that would be excellent,”
said Mr. Stokoe of Dayton, Ohio,
a former member of the church’s
Metropolitan Council.

Harry Kutner, an attorney

County will
help out
on assess
appeals

By Jerome L. Sherman
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

If youre still wondering
whether you should file an
assessment appeal this year,
Allegheny County may have an
answer for you.

Chief Executive Dan Onorato
yesterday said his office would
file appeals for a class of about

reassessment and subsequently
saw their school districts or
municipalities win assessment
increases based on sales prices.
The county is no longer
using current market value, or
the amount your home would
fetch today on the open market,
to assess property. Instead, it
has adopted a 2002 “base year”
system, meaning a property’s
assessment should reflect what
it was worth four years ago.
Last week, a judge said that
system is legal, and county
officials are hoping to adjust
values for recently purchased
properties with assessed values
above their 2002 numbers.
Properties from 100 of the
county’s 130 municipalities fit

N g s
in girls as young as 12

By Robin Erb
and Roberta de Boer

Block News Alliance

HARRISBURG — For a
truck stop that became one
focus of “Innocence Lost,” a
major federal inquiry into
underage prostitution, The
Gables is surprisingly small
and homely.

“You could sit and watch
girls run down the rows, run
under the trucks, in all direc-
tions,” Trooper David Olweiler
said. “There were some nights

On a stretch of roadway
just off I-81 and surrounded by
other, larger, betterlit truck
stops, The Gables' patch of
asphalt ends at the edge of a

— convenient for hook-
ers hiding from police.

The truck stop was often
jammed by late afternoon,
according to investigmors,
especially “party row,” the
dark far end of the parkmg lot
notorious for “lot lizards.”

If she was able to duck the
cops and enticed enough cli-

Christians for Accountability SEE CHURCH, PAGE A-6 9,000 property owners who SEE ASSESS, PAGE A-6 out there it looked ridiculous.” SEE TOLEDO, PAGE A-6
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Mayor
takes

lead
role

MAYOR, FROM PAGE A-1

that all development blends
together and works in
unison with the cultural
district, Market Square, the
$170 million PNC Financial
Services Group office tower
under development and the
$40 million redevelopment of
Lazarus-Macy's.

During an interview, Mr.
O'Connor_said it was his
responsibility as mayor to
take the lead in redeveloping
the publicly owned properties
that the URA has amassed
over the last decade as the
corridor has fallen on hard
times.

“We have a lot of money
invested in those properties
and we want to make sure
that we're moving forward,”
Mr. O'Connor said.

‘While the mayor intends
to take the lead, he added
the task force will continue
to “be involved every step of
the way,” as will others with
an interest in the future of
Downtown.

“We will have a collabora-
tive effort. Everyone will be
involved. We're going to work
with all the organizations
Downtown,” he said.

The task force will con-
tinue to let developers know
of possible opportunities
Downtown and will provide
leads to the URA and the
city, said Mike Edwards,
task force spokesman and
president and CEO of the
Pittsburgh Downtown Part-
nership. But it won't be as
actively involved in recruit-
ing companies.

“Tjust think it's changing,”
he said of the task force’s role.
“It will bemore advisory than
sort of pushing anything™

The task force was formed
in 2004 to try to revive inter-
est in the Fifth and Forbes
corridor after former Mayor
Tom Murphy'’s efforts all but
collapsed with the closing of
the Lazarus-Macy’s depart-
ment store and the pullout of
a major Philadelphia devel-
oper. The group has included
the Downtown Partnership,
the Heinz and Buhl founda-
tions, and other local chari-
table organizations.

Its efforts began to bear
fruit late last year with
Milleraft’s decision to buy
the vacant Lazarus-Macy's
building for $8.5 million. It is
planning a residential, retail
and office development.

The task force also
recruited Madison Mar-
quette to put together a plan
for a residential and retail
complex on lower Fifth
Avenue that would involve
the old G.C. Murphy building
and other URA-owned prop-
erties in the corridor. It has
been trying to recruit trendy
retailers such as Crate and
Barrel and Tiffany & Co.

Mr. O'Connor has refused
to give the developer exclu-
siverights to the URA proper-
ties, saying he wanted to hear
from others with an interest
in submitting proposals
before making a decision. He
also was concerned about $24
million in public subsidies
the developer was seeking for
the project.

Mr. O'Connor is scheduled
to meet with Madison Mar-
quette this month.

Manrk Belko can be reached
at mbelko@post-gazette.com
or 4122631262

Amy E. Voigt/The Blade photos

Tucked away in the back of Gables of Harrisburg truck stop, which is located off I-81 at Exit 27 in Harrisburg, is “party row,”
seen in a rearview mirror, where many truckers park to solicit prostitutes. Toledo pimps and prostitutes worked this location

before they were indicted.

Truck-stop prostitution

TOLEDO, FROM PACE A-1

ents, a prostitute could end many
nights $1,000 richer — even with
lots of competition.

Out of “the game” for almost a
vear, a Toledo woman known on
the street as “Fire” said she had
been selling sex long before her
string of arrests in Harrisburg.

And the $418.50 fine and court
costs? She shrugged. Shell it out
and get back to the lot. There was
plenty more.

“You could go back and double
up, triple up what they took” she

said.

Like most of the prostitutes
named in the indictment, Fire,
25, comes from Toledo, Ohio,
420 miles away. “That became
a joke around here: Is everyone
from Toledo a prostitute?” said
Trooper David Olweiler, a state
police intelligence officer.

During her years in the sex trade, Fire
said, she worked for four pimps, including,
she said, Derek Maes.

Mr. Maes is now sitting in a Pennsylvania
jail, awaiting trial next month on federal pros-
titution charges that could put the 41-year-old
Toledoan away for life.

A 102-page federal indictment unsealed in
December names him and 13 other men as co-
conspirators in a nationwide sex-trade ring.
He knows investigators allege this ring traded
and sold girls as young as 12 — routinely beat-
ing them if they failed to follow orders or
‘make enough money.

But Mr. Maes said federal prosecutors have
it wrong. He's no pimp, he said in phone inter-
views from the jail last week, he's “a player.”

“Pimps do things like ... lock the girls up
in closets. I'm ‘finesseful,” you know what I'm
saying?”

Mr. Maes has been accused at least three
times of breaking women’s noses. But he
insisted that he forced no one to do anything.
“These girls, they love the game. They love
the game, trust me. It’s the glamour, it's the
pimped-out ride. ... It's Snoop. It's all of that.”

Robert Scott, 44, agreed.

Convicted twice before of pimp-related
charges involving minors, the Toledo man
also awaits trial. Four others charged in the
Harrisburg case, he said, are relatives: two
sons, a cousin, and a nephew.

“The prosecutors are trying to make it like
abunch of us running around with candy in
our pocket, going to parks and p)cklng up
little kids. It wasn't like that at all — peri
hesaid.

If the girls were forced or scared, Mr. Scott
asked, why didn’t they call home? And when
they were arrested, Mr. Scott added, why
didn’t they ask police for help?

In a nondescript strip mall office, West
Hanover Township Magistrate Roy Bridges
handles everything from wedding vows to
murder charges.

His three clerks set out candy on the front
counter, and they and Judge Bridges, an
avuncular man with a friendly smile, chatted

April McSwain was
just 14 when she
climbed on a bus
in 1995 to work
as a prostitute

in Harrisburg.
She was on her
first “date” within
hours: “I don’t
really remember
being scared.”
She was arrested
five days later.
And she said she
long ago left “the
game.”

with the girls they'd see again and again and
again.

Even in some of the coldest weather, the
Jjudge said, “You should have seen how some
of them were . Sometimes troopers
would wrap them up in one of mose yellow
blankets used to cover dead

Of the more than 100 prosmutes identi-
fied in the Harrisburg investigation, about
two dozen were underage, officials said. The
youngest was 13.

That’s not surprising. Researchers and
police alike say that 14 is the average age
when minors enter the sex tr:

But law enforcement said it would be naive
to believe that the young teens were willing
participants, even though some of the girls
may have offered aliases and fake Social
Security numbers.

The federal indictment against the pimps
reads like an inventory of brutality: beatings
and robberies to keep hookers in check. But it
wasn't just at the hands of the pimps, Trooper
Olweiler said. “Whatreallystanedtopushﬂus
was we had girlsd d. We had. ,,J‘

And, as for brutality, Mr. Scott said: “Have I
ever hit a woman? Yeah, T hit a woman, 'm
not going to lie to you,” he said. “You know
why I hit her? Because she hit me. ... My old
man raised me. [He said if] you're big enough
to give a punch, you're big enough to get a
punch.”

Besides, Mr. Scott said, he’snot evena pimp.
If anything, he’s in a partnership —and part-
ners are always free to change allegiance.

“She’s choosing the best investment for her
money,” Scott said. “It's like going to Smith
Barney or any other firm that invests your
money.”

Certainly there were sporadic turf wars,
robberies, and a fight or two at area motels.
But for the most part, business stayed within
truck cabs, said West Hanover Township
manager Mike Rimer.

Still, there are surprising ways to measure
whether business is booming.

After Pennsylvania State Police began
cracking down on the problem in 2004,
money from court. ﬁnes poured in to the West
Hanover T

off the highway with a sock in her mout
At least two died. One barely survlved he

“It 's not like they're just getting slapped.
These girls are getting violently abused,”
said David Johnson, chief of the FBI's Crimes
Against Children unit.

Beyond that, maintaining control is a mat-
ter of psychological conditioning, especially
for girls already fleeing homes of incest, bat-
tering, or even simple neglect, said Chip Bur-
rus, the FBI's acting assistant director of the
criminal investigative division. “Normal,” he
said, is a relative term.

“A lot of these girls, you wouldn't know
they're victims. They love to brag. You
wouldn’t know they were in it against their
will,” he said.

Mr. Burrus takes it one step further: “You
can'tconsent to bea prostitute at age 14. That's
justan impossibility.”

But Mr. Scott and other co-defendants
argue that no one is forced into the business.

In 2003, the mwnshlp collected $3,319 in
“ordinance fines,” which included fines for
prostitution or vandalism or trespassing.
‘With undercover police working The Gables
the following year, fines jumped almost ten-
fold, to $32,430, Mr. Rimer said.

These days, The Gables parking lot is newly
1it, newly managed, and considerably quieter.

But for how long? From his state police bar-
racks about a mile from the Gables, Trooper
Olweiler considered the question.

“For a while, after the indictments came
down — even before — it was pretty much
cleared out,” he said. “For a long time, we
didn't see anybody. But one of our patrols
came back the other day and said they’re back
out there.”

The Block News Alliance consists of the
Post-Gazette and The Blade of Toledo, Ohio,
which are both owned by Block Communica-
tions Inc. Robin Erb and roberta de Boer are
staff writers for The Blade.

Mayor ends
work on plan
to rebuild
New Orleans

By Cain Burdeau
The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS —
Mayor Ray Nagin finished
work yesterday on a plan
torebuild New Orleans,
endorsing a proposal that
would allow all residents
torebuild their homes in
neighborhoods shattered
by Hurricane Katrina.

The mayor’s advisory
commission, formed after
Katrina struck Aug. 29,
recommended in January
that some flooded neigh-
borhoods be replaced with
parks and that the city
take a go-slow attitude in

rage at public meetings.
Mr, Nagin, who is run-

County to file some appeals 1tself

rebuilding low-lying areas.

ning for re-election April
22, distanced himself from
that plan, which included
a proposed moratorium on
building permits in some
neighborhoods.

Yesterday, he offered
to let residents rebuild
anywhere but warned that
homeowners in flood-prone
areas would do so at their
ownrisk. “I'm confident
that the citizens can decide
intelligently for them-
selves,” the mayor said.

‘The report also recom-
mended a host of other
ideas, from revamping
schools to consolidat-
ing some city offices.

The wish-list of projects
included new light-rail
systems, new riverfront
development and better
flood protection.

“We have worked tire-
lessly,” Mr. Nagin told
hundreds of residents who
gathered to hear about the
plan. “It has been contro-
versial in some respects,

But that suggestion was but I am pleased by the
greeted with jeers and out- results.”
cahm

ASSESS, FROM PAGE A-1

into that category, Mr. Onorato
said yesterday.

“We're going to try to bring clo-
sure now to this whole issue,” he
said. “T've instructed the county
manager and the county solicitor
to file an appeal on behalf of all of
these properties.”

Homeowners who meet the
chief executive’s criteria will
receive notices from the county
over the next several weeks.

If you've already filed, then
the county will consolidate your
appeal with its own.

Still, if there are any doubts,
officials encourage property
owners to file appeals. All prop-
erty owners and taxing bodies
have a right to challenge 2006
assessment values. About 17,000
appeals have been filed so far.

The deadline is March 31.

At that point, the county’s

Mr. Onorato said county offi-
cials would attend the hearings to
argue for 2002 values. Homeown-
ers can attend, but they won't be
required todo so, he said.

Appeals board members also
have been trying to devise ways
of easing the process, such as
allowing some property owners
tomail in evidence.

“We're going to look at the cur-
rent laws and make a decision as
to how this will be handled,” said
Jerry Y. Speer, appeals board
chairman.

Property owners and taxing
bodies will have to present infor-
mation about comparable proper-
ties that sold in late 2001 or early
2002 when callmg for assessment
reductions or increases.

Some persistent critics of Mr.
Onorato’s handling of property
assessments  questioned  his
appeal proposal.

“They're  using county

appeals board will
stan scheduling hearings.

The board will have to con-
sider each property individually
before granting reductions. It
cannot legally approve a mass
appeal for multiple homeown-
ers, said Isobel Storch, board
solicitor.

s, county  attorneys
for several thousand private
homeowners,” said Ira Weiss,
solicitor for Pittsburgh Public
Schools and several suburban
school districts. “The

sented a group of homeowners
inalawsuit against the base year,
said he likely wouldn't challenge
Mr. Onorato’s proposal for his
school district clients.

“We'll just deal with these
appeals as they come up,” he
said.

Dominick Gambino, property
assessment manager under
former Chief Executive Jim Rod-
dey and a frequent critic of Mr.
Onorato’s handing of the assess-
ment process, said the county
should put its resources into
performing equitable, accurate
reassessments.

“Don’'t spend everyone's
money to give some people lower
assessments,” he said.

But Mr. Onorato argues that
the base year system brings
Allegheny County into line with
many other counties in the state,
including some that haven't reas-
sessed for decades.

“If the state wants to deal with
this issue, do it for all 67 coun-
ties,” he said. “Allegheny County
is no longer going to be held toa
different standard.”

Church
lets go
a top
official

CHURCH, FROM PAGE A-1

from Mineola, NY., said
Father Kondratick did noth-
ing wrong and questioned
the authority of Metropolitan
Herman to fire him without
authorization from the Met-
ropohtan Council.

“Initially, these rumors
and accusations were begun
by a small group of indi-
viduals who are personally
vindictive against Father
Kondratick because of mea-
sures he took on behalf of
the church. And later it was
compounded by the refusal
of Metropolitan Herman to
speak forcefully on behalf of
.. Father Kondratick, and by
his order to Father Kondrat-
ick not torefute or answer the
allegations,” Mr. Kutner said.

The Orthodox Church in
America is a daughter of the
Russian Orthodox Church. It
has 400,000 members.

Several church insiders,
including a former treasurer
and a former head of the
church’s audit committee,
have claimed that Father
Kondratick and  former
Metropolitan Theodosius
diverted millions of dollars
in grants, bequests and
designated charitable con-
tributions into unaudited
discretionary accounts that
were used for everything
from paying down deficits in
the church operating budget
to blackmail.

After six years of failed
attempts to bring the issues
before the church’s Metropol-
itan Council of laity, clergy
and bishops, critics set up a
Website at www.ocanews.org.
They said there had been no
full, independent, certified
audit of the church’s books
since 1996.

Last week, following a
surprise meeting of the
church’s administrative
committee, Metropolitan
Herman announced that he
had retained the New York
law firm Proskauer Rose
“to undertake an_internal
mvesugauon of allegations
relating to the finances o
church.” He further autho-
rized an accounting firm that
had begun auditing church
records from 2004-2005 to go
atleastas far back as 2001

authorize any additional
engagements  with  the
accounting firm as requested
by the attorneys conducting
the internal investigation,”
the church said, The same
release  announced that
Father Kondratick had been
dismiss

Father Kondratick’s attor-
ney released part of the letter
of dismissal, which implied
that he had obstructed the
audits.

“Your conduct, including
your refusal to follow my
directive to devote yourself
fully to assisting our accoun-
tants, has caused us to lose
confidence in you, has cre-
ated a serious lack of trust in
the church community and
has left you unable to fulfill
your responsibilities to the
church,” the metropolitan
wrote.

Mr. Kutner said his client
had cooperated fully with the
auditors.

“Father Kondratick was
meeting with [the auditor] on
a daily basis.... He gave him
all therecords,” he said.

“Since Father Kondratick
did not have the final say on
church financial matters, the
only conclusion I could reach
is that he is being made a
scapegoat for possible claims
of the failure of leadership
and a paralysis of indecision
at the top of the church.”

Mr. Kutner named Met-
ropolitan Herman and the
acting treasurer, the Rev.
Paul Kucynda, as those he
suspected were “trying to
defuse the situation and stop
the audit by blaming Father
Kondratick.”

Mr. Kutner also said that
all of the accusations made by
former insiders “have been
proven to be false.”

Father Kucynda, the
acting spokesman for the
church, said he couldn't
respond. “I have been asked
not to elaborate on official
statements while the audits
and investigation are going
forward,” he said.

Mr. Stokoe, of Orthodox
Christians ~ for ~ Account-
ability, said that none of the
financial allegations have
been resolved. The infighting
is brutal because the major
parties on all sides were close
friends for decades.

“This is a soap opera.
The personal ties between
these people are deep and
ingrained,” he said.

ers have a right to file appeals on
their own.”
But Mr. Weiss, who repre-

Jerome. L Sherman can be
reached at

Ann Mxigel\ mn be

gazette. com m 412 2631183,

CanM
K

gazette.com or 412 2&}1416



