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Sec. 23-55. Impoundment of vehicles used for purposes of prostitution. 

A.  A motor vehicle used to transport a person for the purpose of soliciting or engaging in an act of 

prostitution constitutes a nuisance and is subject to impoundment for a period of thirty days. 

B.  A Peace Officer may cause the removal and either immobilization or impoundment of a vehicle if the 

Peace Officer determines that the motor vehicle was used to transport a person for the purpose of soliciting or 

engaging in an act of prostitution. 

C.  This Section shall apply if a person is arrested for a violation of Section 23-52(A)(1) or (A)(2) or Section 

13-3214, Arizona Revised Statutes, and was transported to the scene of the violation in a motor vehicle. 

D.  Except as provided in Section 23-56, the registered owner or lessee of a vehicle impounded under this 

Section is responsible for the towing and storage charges of the impoundment in amounts as set forth in the 

applicable current tow service contract between the City and the tow contractor providing the tow service and 

any administrative charges established pursuant to Section 23-56.02 (Ord. No. G-4942, § 1, 2007; Ord. No. G-5002, 

§ 1, 2007) 

Sec. 23-56. Impoundment of vehicles used for purposes of prostitution; procedures. 

A.  The owner of a vehicle that is removed and either immobilized or impounded pursuant to Section 23-55, 

the spouse of the owner identified on the Department of Transportation Motor Vehicle Division record with an 

interest in the vehicle, the operator of the vehicle, and any person who establishes a possessory interest in the 

vehicle shall be provided with an opportunity for an immobilization or poststorage hearing pursuant to this 

Section. 

B.  If a Peace Officer removes and either immobilizes or impounds a vehicle pursuant to Section 23-55, the 

Police Department will provide the owner, the spouse of the owner identified on the Department of 

Transportation Motor Vehicle Division record, the operator of the vehicle, and any person who establishes a 

possessory interest in the vehicle with the opportunity for an immobilization or poststorage hearing to 

determine the validity of the immobilization or storage of the vehicle. The Police Department shall serve the 

operator of the vehicle at the time of immobilization or impoundment with the notice of immobilization or 

storage. Within two business days after immobilization or impoundment, excluding weekends and holidays, 

the Police Department shall send a notice of immobilization or storage by first class mail to each owner 

identified on the Department of Transportation Motor Vehicle Division record and to any person known to the 

Police Department to have a possessory interest in the vehicle. Service of notice of immobilization or storage 

is complete on mailing. 

C.  The notice of immobilization or storage shall include all of the following information: 

https://phoenix.municipal.codes/CC/23-52(A)(1)
https://phoenix.municipal.codes/CC/23-52(A)(2)
https://phoenix.municipal.codes/AZ/ARS/13-3214
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1.  A statement that the vehicle was immobilized or impounded. 

2.  The name, address and telephone number of the Police Department that will provide the 

immobilization or poststorage hearing. 

3.  The location of the place of storage and a description of the vehicle, including, if available, the 

manufacturer, model, and license plate number. 

4.  A statement that in order to receive an immobilization or poststorage hearing the owner or the spouse 

of the owner identified in the Department of Transportation Motor Vehicle Division record, the operator 

of the vehicle, or any person with a possessory interest in the vehicle, within ten business days after the 

date on the notice, shall request an immobilization or poststorage hearing by contacting the Police 

Department and requesting a hearing. 

D.  The immobilization or poststorage hearing shall be conducted by the Police Department within two 

business days, excluding weekends and holidays, after receipt of the request. At the hearing, the City shall 

have the burden of establishing by a preponderance of the evidence that the vehicle is subject to impoundment 

under Section 23-55. The hearing shall be informal and the formal rules of evidence shall not apply. The 

Poststorage Hearing Officer may admit any reliable relevant evidence. A hearing provided under this Section 

shall not determine the sufficiency of the grounds for the probable cause underlying the arrest that was a 

predicate to the impoundment. The results of a hearing under this Section shall not be admissible in any 

criminal proceeding. 

E.  Failure of the owner, the spouse of the owner, the operator of the vehicle, or any person who establishes a 

possessory interest in the vehicle to request an immobilization or poststorage hearing within ten days after the 

date on the notice prescribed in Subsection C of this Section or to attend a scheduled hearing satisfies the 

immobilization or poststorage hearing requirement. 

F.  The City is responsible for the costs incurred for immobilization, towing and storage if it is determined in 

the immobilization or poststorage hearing that grounds for the immobilization or impoundment and storage are 

not established. 

G.  A vehicle shall not be released at the conclusion of the thirty day impoundment unless all of the following 

are presented to the Police Department: 

1.  The owner’s, owner’s spouse’s, or possessory interest holder’s current valid driver license issued by 

the State of the person’s state of domicile. 

2.  Proof of current vehicle registration. 

3.  Proof that the vehicle is in compliance with the financial responsibility requirements of A.R.S. Title 

28, Chapter 9, Article 4. 

https://phoenix.municipal.codes/AZ/ARS/28
https://phoenix.municipal.codes/AZ/ARS/28_Ch9
https://phoenix.municipal.codes/AZ/ARS/28_Ch9_Art4
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4.  If the person is required by the Department of Transportation Motor Vehicle Division to install a 

certified ignition interlock device on the vehicle, proof of installation of a functioning certified ignition 

interlock device in the vehicle. The impounding agency, storage yard, facility, person or agency having 

physical possession of the vehicle shall allow access during normal business hours to the impounded 

vehicle for the purpose of installing a certified ignition interlock device. The impounding agency, storage 

yard, facility, person or agency having physical possession of the vehicle shall not charge any fee or 

require compensation for providing access to the vehicle or for the installation of the certified ignition 

interlock device. 

5.  Payment of an administrative fee for costs relating to the removal, immobilization, impoundment, 

storage or release of the vehicle pursuant to Section 23-56.02 (Ord. No. G-5002, §§ 2, 3, 2007) 

Editor’s note—Ord. No. G-5002, § 2, adopted Oct. 17, 2007, effective Nov. 16, 2007, repealed § 23-56 in its entirety. 

Subsequently, said ordinance enacted a new § 23-56 to read as herein set out. Formerly said section pertained to Impoundment 

of vehicles used for purposes of prostitution—Procedures and derived from Ord. No. G-4942, § 2, adopted 7-2-2007, eff. 

8-1-2007. 

Sec. 23-56.01. Early release of vehicle. 

A.  The Police Department shall release a vehicle to the owner, owner’s spouse, or owner’s agent before the 

end of the thirty day immobilization or impoundment period under any of the following circumstances: 

1.  If the vehicle is a stolen vehicle. 

2.  If the vehicle was subject to bailment and was driven by an employee of a business establishment, 

including a parking service or repair garage. 

3.  All of the following apply: 

A.  The owner, owner’s spouse, or owner’s agent was not present at the time of impoundment and 

was not the person arrested pursuant to Section 23-52(A)(1) or (A)(2) or Section 13-3214, Arizona 

Revised Statues [Statutes]. 

B.  The owner or the owner’s agent is in the business of renting motor vehicles without drivers. 

C.  The vehicle is registered pursuant to Section 28-2166, Arizona Revised Statutes. 

D.  There was a rental agreement in effect at the time of the immobilization or impoundment. 

B.  A vehicle shall not be released pursuant to Subsection A of this Section except pursuant to an 

immobilization or poststorage hearing under this Section or if all of the following are presented to the Police 

Department: 

https://phoenix.municipal.codes/enactments/OrdG-5002?product=CC
https://phoenix.municipal.codes/enactments/OrdG-4942?product=CC
https://phoenix.municipal.codes/CC/23-52(A)(1)
https://phoenix.municipal.codes/CC/23-52(A)(2)
https://phoenix.municipal.codes/AZ/ARS/13-3214
https://phoenix.municipal.codes/AZ/ARS/28-2166
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1.  The owner’s or owner’s spouse’s current valid driver license issued by this State of the owner’s or 

owner’s spouse’s state of domicile. 

2.  Proof of current vehicle registration or a valid salvage or dismantle certificate of title. 

3.  Proof that the vehicle is in compliance with the financial responsibility requirements of Title 28, 

Chapter 9, Article 4, Arizona Revised Statutes. 

4.  If the person is required by the Department of Transportation Motor Vehicle Division to install a 

certified ignition interlock device on the vehicle, proof of installation of a functioning certified ignition 

interlock device in the vehicle. The Police Department, storage yard, facility, person or agency having 

physical possession of the vehicle shall allow access during normal business hours to the impounded 

vehicle for the purpose of installing a certified ignition interlock device. The Police Department, storage 

yard, facility, person or agency having physical possession of the vehicle shall not charge any fee or 

require compensation for providing access to the vehicle or for the installation of the certified ignition 

interlock device. 

C.  The owner or the owner’s spouse if the vehicle is released to the owner’s spouse is responsible for paying 

all immobilization, towing and storage charges related to the immobilization or impoundment of the vehicle 

and any administrative charges established pursuant to Section 23-56.02 unless the vehicle is stolen and the 

theft was reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency or if the vehicle was subject to bailment. 

D.  The Police Department shall release a vehicle to a person, other than the owner, identified on the 

Department of Transportation Motor Vehicle Division record as having an interest in the vehicle before the 

end of the thirty day immobilization or impoundment period if all of the following conditions are met: 

1.  The person is either of the following: 

A.  In the business of renting motor vehicles without drivers and the vehicle is registered pursuant to 

Section 28-2166, Arizona Revised Statutes. 

B.  The person is a motor vehicle dealer, bank, credit union or acceptance corporation or any other 

licensed financial institution legally operating in this State or is another person who is not the owner 

and who holds a security interest in the vehicle. 

2.  The person pays all immobilization, towing and storage charges related to the immobilization or 

impoundment of the vehicle and any administrative charges established pursuant to Section 23-56.02 

unless the vehicle is stolen and the theft was reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency or if the 

vehicle was subject to bailment. 

3.  The person presents foreclosure documents or an affidavit of repossession of the vehicle. 

4.  The person requesting release of the vehicle was not present at the time of the removal and 

immobilization or impoundment. 
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E.  The storage charges relating to the impoundment of a vehicle pursuant to this Section shall be subject to a 

contractual agreement between the City and a towing firm for storage services pursuant to Section 28-1108, 

Arizona Revised Statutes, but shall not exceed fifteen dollars for each day of storage, including any time the 

vehicle remains in storage after the end of the thirty day impoundment period. 

F.  For the purposes of this Section, "certified ignition interlock device" has the same meaning prescribed in 

Section 28-1301, Arizona Revised Statutes. (Ord. No. G-5002, § 3, 2007) 

Sec. 23-56.02. Administrative charges. 

A.  The Police Department shall establish procedures consistent with Sections 23-55 through 23-56.01 for an 

immobilization or poststorage hearing, for the release of property and immobilized or impounded vehicles and 

for imposition of a charge for administrative costs relating to the removal, immobilization, impoundment, 

storage or release of a vehicle that reflects actual costs, but not to exceed one hundred fifty dollars. 

B.  The Police Department shall collect any administrative charges at the time of the release of the vehicle 

unless the vehicle is stolen and the theft was reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency or if the 

vehicle was subject to bailment. 

C.  The administrative charges established pursuant to this Section are in addition to any other immobilization, 

impoundment or storage charges. (Ord. No. G-5002, §§ 2, 3, 2007) 

Sec. 23-57. Use of taxicabs for immoral purposes. 

It shall be unlawful for any person having charge or control of any taxicab to knowingly use or permit the 

same to be used for any immoral purpose, or to solicit or offer to procure any person for an act of prostitution 

in such taxicab, or to knowingly convey in such taxicab any person to any house of prostitution or assignation. 

(Code 1962, § 27-76) 

Cross reference—Taxicabs and limousines, § 36-201 et seq. 

The Phoenix City Code is current through Ordinance G-6860, passed June 2, 2021. 

Disclaimer: The City Clerk’s Office has the official version of the Phoenix City Code. Users should contact the 

City Clerk’s Office for ordinances passed subsequent to the ordinance cited above. 
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Note: This site does not support Internet Explorer. To view this site, Code Publishing Company recommends 

using one of the following browsers: Google Chrome, Firefox, or Safari. 

City Website: www.phoenix.gov 
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