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Disclosure mandated for boat vendors

M Regulators want
to know who
recommends whom.

By FRAN DICKEY
The Times

State gaming officials want
1o know more about the con-
nections between riverboat
casinos, the businesses that
work with them and any politi-
cians who might have brought
the two together.

Ties between politicians and
gambling companies existed

even before
riverboat
casinos were
for

“dwin

E ards B
dwards, Edwirds

himself a
roller,

alized gambling
as a way to increase the state’s
rs. His children and
s have been among oth-
ers in Louisiana with political
connections who do business
with riverboats.
It's news about those politi-

cal ties that has reinforced a
widespread public perception
that some elected officials are
taking advantage of their polit-
ical connections when it
comes to doing business with
the riverboats.

But a new mandate for river-
boat companies to disclose
recommendations for vendors
is another step in restoring
publm faith, regulator 3

ort of like lobb;
It

ofﬁun member Ofl]w (.uumng

Control Board who has long
advocated public disclosure of
anything having to do with
gambling.
“I don't know what reality
. but [ know this — there
an appearance (of political
favors), and many people be-
lieved your competence and
qualifications mattered lus
than  your  connections,”
Kennedy said. “Sunlight is a
pretty swell antiseptic, and we
haven't gotten enough of it.”
Even before the first river-
boat casinos opened in late
1993, Edwards came under fire
s revealed his four

center
makes
strides

gain more money

By LARRY BURTON
The Times

Brooks Veter

chapter.

pital.

said Edwin Henderson, 7
Overton Brooks for tre

fever.

Regional

B Facility stands to

under new funding
distribution formula.

Long lines, crowded clin-

ics, limited accessibility, bu-
reaucratic red tape.

Those problems have his-..
torically plagued the coun-
try's veterans health-care
system.

Shreveport’ Overton

ns Adminis-
tration Medical Center is
helping write a new, different

Veterans there are finding
faster service, more person-
alized care and other im-

eliminated the need for some
outpatients to drive up to 150
miles to the Shreveport hos-

“I feel I've always gotten
good medical care here,”

at-
ment of an unexplained

VETERANS’ HEALTH CARI

children were selling mer-
chandise and entertainment
services or providing legal
work to riverboat casinos.
Now, Edwards’ dealings with
gambling outlets appear to be
at least part of the federal in-
vestigation into the former

governor.
In the recent federal trial of
Billy Broadhurst, Edwards’

former law partner hired as a
consultant for Grand Palais
Casino, a casino lawyer tes!
fied he thought Broadhur:

political connections were
strong that he could strip |Iw
company of its license if it
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provements. In addition,

satellite clinics launched in Now a major boost in fund-
Texarkana (in 1994) and  ing may be in store for Over-
Monroe (last year) have ton Brooks due to its grow-

ing patient load.

The Department of Veter-
ans Affairs has completely
rewritten its formula for di
tributing $17 billion to its na-
lmnm(k stem of medical

it

”]L new method, bas d on
patient use, would pou
million more into the 10-hos-

pital region that includes
Overton Brooks over the
next three years.

Directors of regions get-
ting more money — some re-
gions would see decreased
funding — are to decide al-
loc: dlwns for individual hos-

pit

“We haven't been told how
much money we will get,”
said Overton Brooks Direc-
tor Michael E. Hamilton, the

James Parker (left) and Edwin Henderson work out at the Overton Brooks Veterans Administration Medical Center.

creative force behind many
of the medical center’s im-

He'd like to use the wind-

fall to buy additional high- mary

tech medical equipment, to st

serve more Ark-La-Tex vet-  doctor,
nd to finish comput-  health-care
with each visit.

g patient records,

amung other things.

The medical center here tient sp:

already has made several
strides. They include:

waiting times and delays for
provements since 1994. patients seeking care.

The Times/TIM LOEHRKE

B Reducing _excessive

nts see the same
nurses and other

ures

W Creating more outpa-

both within the
W See VA 2A

didn't treat him fairly.

Also, current Gov. Mike Fos-
ter's son works as a lawyer for
a company operating a Baton
Rouge casino that mughl the
last riverboat lice:

Already deep into a full-scale
investigation of riverboats not
sailing as required, the
Louisiana Gaming Control
Board is trying to turn the
tides of public acceptance and
propriety. They've been taking
a hard-line stance in recent
months with companies that
haven't kept their promis

And lagt week, the Board
adopted a rule requiring that

Who they are

Vendors are
individuals or
companies who do any
kind of business with a
casino riverboat, from
entertainers to food
and office suppliers to
consultants.

riverboats name within five
days people who recommend
an individual or business they
may do business with.

The disclosure applies to
anyone — even elected offi-
als — who would recom-
mend business. Vendors are

W See DISCLOSURE 2A

Progress
reported in
UPS strike

H Clinton pushes
negotiations as he
leaves on vacation.

By KEVIN GALVIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — As Pres-
ident Bill Clinton urged them
to “redouble their efforts” to
settle the two-
week-Long

S strike,
the  Team-
sters  union
and the com-
pany said
Sunday there
was  move-
ment at the
bargaining table.

“This strike is beginning to
hurt not only the company but
its employ nd 1hn people
who depend on it," Clinton
said at the White House mo-
ments before ving on his
summer vacation. “I think they
ought to redouble their efforts
and settle this strike and they
ought to do it today.”

Labor Secretary Alexis Her-
man continued to play an ac-

Clinton

tive role in keeping both sides
at the table before a new work

week  began. N(goualors
spent more than 60 hours in
mediation between Thursday
and Sunday.

“There has been move
ment,” Teamsters President
Ron Carey said on NBC's Meet
the Press. United Parcel Ser-

we're continuing to talk is en-
couraging.”
Clinton,

st
South Lawn,

said
talked with Herman about the

talks, adding, “I'm pleased for
the progress that's been made
and I hope they'll just stay
there and settle it today.”
Neither the Teamsters nor
UPS suggested an agreement
was a sure thing, and the union
dampened enthusiasm further
wuh a statement.
0 agreement has been
made on any area of the con-
tract, and it is unclear if any
progress will be made,” the
union said.

New law allows juveniles
to be moved to adult prisons

The Press

Logansport pollce chief to appear in court

M Town’s head law
enforcement officer
faces 21 federal
charges.

By DON WALKER
The Times

LOGANSPORT — Police
Chief Gary Clark, facing a 21-
count indictment on extortion,
drug and civil-rights violations,
will appear in court Tuesday
before US. Magistrate Roy
Payne.

Clark could enter a plea dur-
ing the initial appearance hear-
ing, which is scheduled for

1:30 p.m. at
the federal
courthouse in
Shreveport
Only not
guilty pleas
are heard by
the U.S. mag-
istrate.
A federal
grand jury last month returned
nearly two dozen indictments
against Clark, who is in his sec-
ond term as chief of police in
Logansport. The indictments
stem from a February raid of
Town Hall and the Police De-
partment by FBI and ATF
agents and Louisiana state po-
lice. The raid, authorities said,

Clark

was based on citizen com-
plaints over a five-year period
against the chief

Clark was seldom seen
working after the raid, drawing
complaints from town alder-
men like Donny Campbell,
who suggested Clark should
step down amid the allega-
tions. Earlier this month, Clark
voluntarily agreed to go on ad-
ministrative leave with pay.
Under state law, an elected of-
ficial cannot be forced to take
leave or step down from office
unless convicted of a crime.
Clark continues to draw an an-
nual salary of $25,000 from the
town of Logansport.

The federal indictments

against Clark include two

counts of receiving a stolen
firearm; one count of pawning
astolen firearm; four counts of
extortion; four counts of depri-
vation of civil ngh!\ and 10
counts of possession of drugs.
The alleged offenses occurred
between 1992 and 1997.

Most of the indictments
stem from routine traffic stops
or arrests made by Clark while
in uniform. The drug sei
were made the same da
FBI search warrants were is-
sued at the Police Department

If convicted, Clark faces
fines of $250,000 and 20 years
in prison for each extortion

Prostitution persists in Shreveport-Bossier

M Local law officials
record few arrests.

By KACEE HARGRAVE
The Times

The “world’s oldest profes-
sion” is practiced frequently in
Shreveport-Bossier City, po-
lice say. But it's hard to tell by
the number of arrests.

In 1996, 30 arrests were
made for prostitution by police
and sheriffs deputies, with
foyr of those occurring July 30

CRIME

at a Bossier City motel.

“Just as drugs are being sold
in the community, women are
going to sell themselves, as
well as men. It is a very prof-
itable business,” said Bossier
City  Police  Department
spokesman Mike Halphen
“It’s the oldest business in the
world. It is true, and it's going
to continue.”

Prostitution made local
headlines a few weeks ago,
when a monthlong joint effort

by law enforcement agencies
busted a drug and sex ring at
aBossier City motel. Four peo-
ple were arrested and charged
with prostitution or promoting
prostitution.

Officers were tipped off to
lhv ring by a ied adver-
offering  in-home

“Most of the numbers in the

paper for massages are
Shreveport numbers. Some
popped up for Bossier, and

that's when we looked at it,”
Halphen said. '

The ads have been run in
newspapers for years, Halphen
said. While some of them are
legitimate businesses, most of
them are not

“It may say massage. It may
say therapy. It may say escort,
or ‘Do you need a date? And
99 percent of them are going to
be some type of prostitution
ring,” he said

While the arrest rates for
prostitution are somewhat low
Shreveport Police Cpl. BK

B See PROSTITUTION 2A

LhalL(‘,d\l 000 fine and a year
in prison for each deprivation
of civil rights charge, and
$100,000 or more in fines and
up to 20 years in prison on the
drug charges

Clark’s telephone in Logans-
port has been temporarily dis-
connected, according to a
ecorded phone company mes-
sage. His attorney, Shreveport
lawyer Marty Stroud, did not
return phone calls to his office.

In Clark’s absence, the Lo-
gansport Police Department is
being run by stant Chief
Michael Davis. He would not
comment on the indictments
against Clark

BATON ROUGE — More
than 300 convicts aged 17
through 20 may be sent from
juvenile detention to adult pris-
ons under a new law designed
to relieve overcrowding.

Officials are identifying in-
mates and working out the
procedure to be used for the
transfers, said George White,
deputy assistant secretary of
the youth development office
in the Department of Public
Safety and Corrections,

No date has been set, but the
moves definitely won't be this
he said.

Two juvenile court judges said
the new law raises a new ques-
tion: Is it legal to put people in
prison if there was no way they
could have a jury trial? Judges
handle nearly all juvenile cases.

Juvenile Court Judge Pamela

Taylor Johnson said she sup-
ports the transfers nonethe-
less. They will ease over-
crowding, and moving out old-
er, more-hardened offenders
will make juvenile pris
for younger inmate

Juvenile Judge

huthlul\
Richey said she is still con-

cerned about safety and the
fact that juvenile judges will no
longer be able to move the in-
mates from one program to an-
other.

The new law lets wardens
move inmates convicted of
felonies as juveniles to adult
prisons once they reach the
age of 17 — the age for trial as
an adult under Louisiana law.

More than 700 of the 1,700
juveniles in Louisiana's four
state detention centers may be
eligible for transfer, but only
about half that number would
need to be moved out
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RED RIVER
Coushatta 31 246 400

eKalb 24 32 407
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Albuquerque 3 2 6 s
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Baltimore 80 58 5
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ARKANSAS
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STAGE FORECASTS
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DeKalb 13 5
Fulton 32 54
Shreveport 14.4 4
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LAKES
Denison 168
Toledo Bend 1711 0
Wright Patman ~ 226.1 114
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Milwood 2595 0
Caddo Lake 1688 0
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VA system appears to have problems

B Lawmaker drafts
measure to fund facilities
based on population.

By LARRY WHEELER
Gannett News Service

WASHINGTON — Reacting to in-
structions from Congress, the
Department  of
Veterans  Affairs
completely rewrote
its formula for dis-
tributing $17 billion
to its nationwide
system of hospitals,
nursing homes and
outpatient clinics
this year.

By focusing on
historic usage patterns at existing
medical facilities, VA officials de
mined veterans in stz
Texas, Florida, 20
shington were getting short-
changed.

The result: More money is now
flowing to the Sun Belt and
Northwest at the expense of states
in the Northeast and Midwes

But there seems to be a pmh]un
with the fix.

The VA administrative region that
includes all of Pennsylvani
Delaware and part of West Virginia
has the third-largest population of el-
igible veterans in the country, yet its
health-care budget will be cut by $15
million during the next three years,
VA documents show.

Conversely, the VA network serv-
ing Arizona, New Mexico and part of
Texas has one of the smallest popu-
lations of veterans eligible for free
health care, yet it will receive the
largest gain — $75 million — under
the new formula,

The incongruity has attracted the

Disclosure

M Continued from 1A

Specter

individuals or companies
any kind of business with the boat,
from entertainers to food and office
suppliers to consultants.

Juris Basens, vice president and
general manager of Casino Magic's
Bossier City site, said the new rule
won't adversely affect the boat.

“Idon't see any affecting us at all,”
Basens said. “We have no problem

B Continued from 1A

medical center and with the satel-
lite clinic:

blishing an automated
m for patients to call in pre-
ption refill requests.
W Moving patient parking clos-
er to the hospital A
A much-needed second story
will be built onto the medical
ter's outpatient area starting in
mid-1998. Overton Brooks had
142,270 outpatient visits in 1996 —
up about 20 percent from just

Officials look toward more funding

three years ago.
“I'm  excited
about a new spir-
itof commitment
we have here for
veterans,
Hamilton said.”
eanwhile,
Veterans Affairs
has already be-
gun to implement the new funding
distribution formula for VA med-
ical facilities. But the formula must
Il weather concerns — and out-
right opposition — from some cor-

Hamilton

ners to survive.

The region that covers
Louisiana and all or part of seven
other states would fare well under
either formula,

The American Legion has
formed a task force to study the
new VA formula.

Some predict the subject will re-
ceive a full .'m‘my after Labor Day
when Hershel Gober, the VA sec-
retary nomince, appears before
Sen. Arlen Specter's Veterans
Affairs Committee for his confir-
mation hearing.

attention of Sen. Arlen Specter, R-
Pa, who chairs the Senate's
Veterans Affairs Committee.
Specter has floated a draft bill that
would force the VA to adopt a new
allocation system based on total vet-
n population by region. Specter's
te and several others — losers un-
der the current VA formula— would
move into the win column.
“Senator Specter has a real argu-
ment with the usage base on this
thing,” said Charles Battaglia,
Veterans Committee staff director.
Veterans Affairs officials are
strongly opposed to Specter’s sug-
estion.
We believe the resource alloca-
tion methodology that we have im-
plemented is at this time the best
and most appropriate way to allocate
resources throughout the nation to
 that veterans with similar el-
IKIbI y priority who rely on VA for
health care have equitable access to
VA care,” said Thomas Garthwaite,
VA Deputy Undersecretary for
Health.

rule could

with that. T know locally, I've always
got people recommending. We're al-
ways being asked to make sure we
ally, to hire parish people
and to make sure we consider local
trades and things like that.”
sed the new
d it's not a reflection of any
one company, vendor or recom-
mendation.

Sen. President Randy Ewing, D-
Quitman, a gambling opponent, said

Prostitution arrests on low

B Continued from 1A

Hall said vice officers devote a por-
tion of their time each month to in-
vestigating prostitution.

“The toughest thing is the actual
word game you have to play with
them. You have to wait for the prosti-
tute to solicit you. It's not Imrd Inr(hu
prostitute to figure it out,” Hall said
“We've had them come nto a room
before and actually recognize an
agent. Sometimes they'll walk out.”

Like the recent Bossier Parish ar-
rests, many prostitution cases are re-
lated to drug activity, said Gregg
Trusty Sr., the Caddo Parish sher-
iff's office’s public information ad-
viser.

“Prostitution per se is not a prob-
lem in the area served by the Caddo
Parish sheriff's office,” he said. “We
have nul h.ul a prostitution (arrest)
in th

While ddV\ rtising has become a
more common avenue for prosti-

tutes, they still are known to roam
the sire
In the

past,
Shreveport was a common place for

Sprague Street in

prostitution, said  Shreveport
Assistant City Attorney Ed Jones.

“You could go down there and on
any night, you could find 10 to 40
women hanging out there,” he said.
“The laws have changed alittle bit to
stop that, so they have gone back to
truly a call girl system.”

The penalties for prostitution in-
crease with each offense committed.
Che first few offenses amount to a
fine, probation and community ser-
vice, Jones said. Howe frequent
offenders can be sentenced to jail

“We have one girl here in town

who in jail for six months, and
she was pregnant while she was in
jail,” Jones said.

While jail time is reserved for
more frequent offenders, Sister
Margaret McCaffrey of Chri
Services believes putting prostitutes

In the House, Rep. Gerald
Solomon and Rep. Sue Kelly, both
New York Republical rted lan-
guage into an appropriations bill call-
ing for the VA to freeze its new allo-
cation system until after a General
Accounting Office analysis was com-
pleted.

Sen. Alfonse D'Amato, R
added a provision to a matching
Senate bill that does not call for a for-
mula freeze but insists on a GAO re-
port.

The result, said William Teator, a
spokesman for Solomon, is that
sometime this fall the GAO will re-
port back about whether the VA’
location system is equitable.

“Hopefully we can find the correct
balance between regions,” Teator
said.

Veterans groups al

so are watch-

ing.
The American Legion, the nation’s
largest veterans organizatio

formed its own task force to inves
gate the VA funding formula.
Members have so far traveled to

four of the VA's 22 regional net-
works searching for answe

Ironically, some of the big gainers
are in worse shape than the losers,
id Phil Budahn, a spokesman for
|]M America Legion who also serves
on the resource allocation task force.

“The Phoenix region really sticks
out,” Budahn said. “That region is
coming out better than anybody
else, but look at all the money (that
region) has not been getting for
decades. When its looked at as an in-
crease to target long-standing un-
derfunding, it's not peanuts.”

The same is true in Florida, he
said.

“On paper, Florida is a gainer, but
for many years Florida has been un-
derfunded,” Budahn said.

Battaglia predicted the subject will
likely receive a full airing after Labor
Day when Hershel Gober, the VA
secretary. nominee, appears before
Specter's committee for his confir-
mation hearing.

The GAO report is due in
September.

improve perceptions

it's a good rule.
“I'think that prob-
ably because of
some indications
and some true situ-
ations that people
in positions in the
Legislature are in
positions of power
and have used
those to enhance themselves
this industry,” Ewing said.

Ewing g

with

Kennedy said the rule — which
doesn’t mean to imply that “it's
wrong or immoral or illegal to rec-
ommend somebody” — is a signifi-
cant step forward in busting nega-
tive perceptions held by the public
on how riverboats operate.

“I think the gambling industry will
be better off for this kind of disclo-
sure, and the board, and most of all,
the people will be better off.”

side for Shreveport-Bossier

Annual numbers

Shreveport Police Department
95 — 24

1996 — 28

1997 — 10

Bossier City Police Department
1995 —2

1996 —2

1997 —1

|

Caddo Parish sheriff's office
1995 — 0

1996 — 0

1997 — 0

Bossier Parish Sheriff's
Department

1995 — 0

1996 — 0

1997 — 4

behind bars i
problem
“I really think we need to look at

't the solution to the

jobs for people on the very bottom.”
Still, law enforcement officials, in-
cluding Bossier Parish sheriff's

it from a preventive
rather than arrests,” she said
“Women are victims in the sense
that many times the women are des-
perate for funds. They sacrifice
themselves for their children. I
think we need to do more to create

spol Julian W said
the public can expect to see more
busts like the one July 30.

“Certainly with Bossier Parish and
the city growing like it is, this is
something we're going to continue
doing,” Whittington said.
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00D MORNING
We enjoy hearing from our readers and advertisers.
is intended to make it easier for you to communic

guide

BUSINESS HOURS

The Times is published daily at 222 Lake St.,
Shreveport, La., 71130. Offices are open
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Our mailing address is P.0. Box
30222, Shreveport, La. 71130-0222. Our
‘main switchboard number is 459-3200. Our
toll-free number is 1-800-551-8892

DON'T KNOW WHO TO CALL?

if you need information about getting news
into The Times or f you have questions
about our news operation, call The Yes
Desk at 459-3389 or 1-800-462-6436 Ext
389 from 8.30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

NEWS
If you have a news tip, please call 459-
3233. Or you may want to call the
departments listed below.

OCAL NEWS
Caddo-Bossier: 459-3268
uston: 318/255-3902

ports: 453-3202

usiness: 459-3530

Editorial page: 459-3281
Wire service news: 459-3357
Calendars: 459-3277
Wenﬂmgs/engauumems 459-
Tell The Times: 459-3234; 801
This Week: 459-3215

Wichas! Crah, Publsher

Wie wnluhun Executive Editor

Car mnn Advertising
| 45033

nmn Kearley, Circulation Director

g Director

it Zagon. Prodcton Direcor
159:330

Library: 4593389
ADVERTISING
Classified: 459-3333; 1-800-447-3818
Obituary: 459-3487

Retail: 450-3323

This Week: 459-3227
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Weekends/
DallysSun. Dally Holidays
imonth  §1325 $875  $3.00
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Gmonths 7950 5250 5400
12months 15900 10500 108,00
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