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Murdered prostitute was a police informant

heryl Van Horn, a 24-year- the murdered woman told him that five arrests included charges of rob- lice in several drug-related investi-  that case, Atty. Danette Dean, said
old prostitute who was mur- she was “doing some type of work bing the men who allegedly hired gations and that her assistance and  she was unaware of her client’s
dered with a single shotgun  With the police department” and her for sex. information had contributed to the  work with police until the Nov. 8
blast to the chest last month Was working with an Easton vice de- success of several of those investiga- pi gs. She said Van Horn nev-
5 had  tective. Some sources say Van Hornhad  jong er asked her advice on whether she
in an Easton hotel parking lot, a $300-a-day drug habit at the time Should cooperate with police in that
worked as a police informant, the Van Horn’s role as a police infor-  of her dea ‘court records show Warmhssel told O.he ]udge that S
Call-Chronicle has I 3 mant adds to the list of possible mo- e was previously involved in two Van Horn had “walked ce into  Tanm
Less than a week before Van tives for her death in the early drug ions where mzy were able to In a previous court proceeding,
Horu's body was found Nov. 14in a sy ours of No¥, 1 Ottier mo- ik Ve Hora g make drug “buys.” Van Hotn said she had only an 8th-
- tive ice and street sources say,
et b oo g st JoisLoith oy iy TNy SUSE
e} ” 0 Co
nnal‘l:n:a Cou “ume ‘xfwﬁeﬂ e guilty plea to a prostitution CMYBE centive for Van Horn to continue as-  for comment on Van Horn's use as a
He ,.fd helj i o Costet repoyie Show Uit the stemming from a March 23 arresf Ssting p"u"' could be lost. lice informant were unsut
e elped police in some drug - Palmer Township woman pleaded Allentown. Accol to a court essel responded, I under- veral telephone Isatages from a
cases and would continue to help po- gnl.lty to prosutuuon i 1 d record of the Allentown  stand that,” but he noted that Van  rg to Warmkessel's office at
L this year and w vice detective William Warmkessel ~ Horn had indicated she would con-  police headquanﬂs went unan- .
In addition, Van Horn's public de- iiree more imes since Febmfy of  tld the judge at a sidebar confer- tinue to work with police. Cheryl Van Hom
fender in Northampton County said  this year for soliciting. Two of her ence that Van Horn had assisted po- Van Horn’s public defender in Please See MURDER Page B12 » ... murdered Nov. 14
e
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‘Heaven’s Angels’ preach
The Gospel from a Honda

club display

By RON DEVLIN
Of the Call-Chronicle

The pack of motorcycles, riding two by two over
a winding Berks County country road, looks pretty
much like any other.

The riders, many bearded, wear black leather
jackets, aviator sunglasses and pilot powerful 1100-cc.
cy;cla that roar effortlessly over the rural country-
side.

Their colors flying in the wind, the Agape Riders
conjure images of the outlaw motorcycle gangs that
traveled the highways in packs two decades ago. In
those days, the Hell’s Angels made themselves part of
pop culture and movies like “Easy Rider” and the
music of rock groups like Steppenwolf aroused a gen-
eration of bikers to “get out on the highway” and look
for adventure.

from Scrip

Angels, but there are no winged-helmeted skulls on

the backs of these bikers.
Instead, there’s a cross. Christ’s cross.
Agape Riders is a Christian motorcycle club.
And its mission is to carry

— to troubled youth, elderly shut-i ms disabled
dren and anybody else who will liste:

the message of “Chris-
tian love” — which is what Agape (A- gop-a{) means
chi

£ //y of whar-

Call-Chronicle photos—John F. Simitz
on their sidecar and club ‘colors’ on their back.

Aid cuts
would be
‘disaster’

Reagan budget plans
worry city officials

By DAN HARTZELL
Of the Call-Chronicle

Nobody’s pushing the panic button yet,
but if President Reagan’s proposed cuts in
three major financial aid programs for cit-
ies take place, there won't be enough but-
tons to go around.

The general revenue-sharing, Communi-
ty Development Block Grant and Urban De-
velopment Action Grant programs would be
either reduced or eliminated under the ad-
ministration’s propused budget cuts, accord-
ing to news reports.

The Phlladelphla Inquirer reported the
information last week, along with other de-
tails of the proposed plan to reduce the
soaring federal deficit, based on interviews
with unnamed administration and congres-
sional sources.

Television reports from the major net-
works have provided similar information,
and the Associated Press has listed the
block grant program as a “candidate for
dramatic reduction.” The other two pro-

-ams are targeted for elimination, accord-
ing to other press reports. The administra-
tion’s package will be considered by Con-
gress when it reconvenes in January.

John Kachmar, assistant to U.S. Rep.
Don Ritter, R-15th District, said late last
week that Ritter’s office has had no confir-
mation that all three programs are targeted
for elimination. Kachmar was skeptical that
the administration would want to ax all
three. “I would imagine that would cause
havoc among the cities,” Kachmar said.

While he hadn't spoken to Ritter since
reports of the deficit reduction plan began
to surface, Kachmar said, “I can’t imagine
Don Ritter supporting moves to eliminate
those three [programs].”

But in the meantime, city officials are
beginning to sweat at the thought of the
elimination of such programs. Bethlehem
expects to receive $1.6 million in 1985 block

ant funding, Allentown $2.7 million and

ton, $1.1 million.

Take that money away and in Bethle-
hem, for instance, funding for the following
programs would disappear:

» Housing rehabilitation grants for low
and moderate-income residents ($567,500 for
the grants and program administration ear-
marked for 1985).

b Saucon Park improvements ($405,000).

ransmn of existing Salvation Army
laclll(y for clotmng distribution to the
needy ($50,

In the process, the riders hope tu, in the words of
gpf of the club’s founders, “clean up the name of the
iker.”
It all started four years ago when Richard Grill

put an ad in a church bulletin in an effort to find
someone to ride with on weeki
Grill, a 39-year-old machinist at Bally Ribbon

Mills, had bought a Honda V-65 to save on transporta-

tion expenses when gasoline prices were climbing.
But he liked it so much that he and his wxfe Linda

> Acquisition of the Council of Spanish
Speaking Organizations of the Lehigh Val-
ley’s existing facility ($20,000).

» Acquisition of blighted properties for
demolition and re-sale of property ($70,000).

» Administrative costs for the Bethle-
hem Economic Development Corp. to im-
plement economic growth programs
(842,000).

» Administration costs of the Bethlehem

But take a closer look and you find that there’s wanted to share the p of bike Redevel t
more to the Boyertown area club than shiny chrome riding. : ‘:;:::;:‘Q‘:?Z;é z‘:‘&?tlmk
engines and riding down the highway in formation.
Their denim vests may look like those of Hell’s Please See BIKERS Page B8 » Please See CUTS Page B6 »
that planning ahead for many years

Tree growers
are harvesting
good decisions

that will give us the best crop in his-
tory this holiday season,” he added.

The Mahoning Valley tree planu-
tion owner said surveys show tha
most people still prefer a natural
Ynle tree rather than an artificial
one. “They’re fresher, they're pretti-
er, and they bring a warmth and
cheerfulness into a home that artifi-
cial trees can’t match. And live

By ERVIN L. HAWK
Of the Call-Chronicle

bwcumy more than 100,000
Christmas trees were cut for local

use or trucked to larger community
and the same

sales centers last year,

number are expected to be cut this

year, according to early orders. Na-
than 30 million

tionwide, more live
trees are expected to be harvested
this year.
Charles Yenser of Lehighton R.1,
mdem of the Mid-East
Tree Growers Associa-

tion, pointed out m.n it takes 8-12
years for a tree to reach the size
most suitable for a Christmas tree,
depending on the species. But tree
growers have been very conscien-

tious about replanting, and “it is

v.reumnoﬁnhanrdlhhetmeu
watered,” Yenser stressed.

He continued, “We tree growers
believe this is going to be a record
year for live trees, because mle
want to bring the traditionali
back that was always associated
with the holidays. t's really im-

nt is that trees, in addition to
i sonmore fun to decorate when
't have to first put them to-
geu:er represent a great training
device for children.

“With a live tree, youngsters can

Please See TREES Page B15 »

Outcome of Coaldale meeting
on chief to be aired Dec. 18

Coaldale Borough Council, mayor and police
chief met in closed session for more than two
houxs ﬂesterda{ afternoon to air charges against
ice chief, but the outcome of the meeting

mll not be losed until council meets at 6:30
p-m. Dec. 1

Cuuncll President Geno Poli told the media af-
ter the meeting, no charges were made. “It was
not an official meeting and no action was taken,”
he said. “I am certain we have come to a fruitful
conclusion that wﬂ] benefit the police chief and
council. This will be discussed at our next meet-

" Councilman Richard Marek, chairman of the
police committee, brought four charges against
Chief Donald Butts at the last meeting of council
on Nov. 20, and called for the chief’s dismissal. Be-
fore asking council to act on the charges, Marek
requested yesterday’s closed session.

Although Butts attended yesterday’s meeting,
Poli said the chief has been off work on sick leave
the last 10 days and that he could be off for a
while, because he may require hospitalization.

Attending yesterday’s session were the seven
members of council, Mayor Theodore N. Bortnick,
Butts and Patrolman John Yanchura of the Lans-
ford Police Department, who represented the Fra-
ternal Order of Police.

Marek’s charges against Butts included ne-
glect or violation of official duties, conduct unbe-
coming an officer and violation of orders.

Among the charges against Butts was that
while the police chief was being paid by the bor-
ough for performing official police duties he was
employed by the Schuylkil! County Housing Au-
thority as a guard during the monthly collection of
rentals from last January through August

}
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swered.
After hearing Warmkessel’s testi-
mony about Van Horn’s work as a
t, Mellenberg gave
‘an Horn a 6 to 12-month sus;
sentence and placed her on 12
- months’ probation. He also ordered
her to pay a $300 fine or form 100
hours of community service and or-
dered her to stay out of the area of
Union to Allen streets and 4th to
lzth — Allentown’s prostitute
— between 8 p.m. and 8 am.
'l'he Call-Chronicle learned of the
testimony for Van Horn from an un-
transcribed

yearsofmyllfehas
been with my [three]
kids and my
Wolwodtogathorior
fouryoarsandheleft
me for a prostitute. H
screwed me up. L1)

Cheryl Van Horn
to Judge Robert Freedberg

contacts but also

p c hic record of
the
obtained ano?ﬁcn y of the tran-
script, the sidebar conlerence was

deleted.

In addition to acting as an infor-
mant for Allentown police, Van
Horn also told her pubhc defender in
Northam};(ron that she was

Easton Police.

Atty. John Morganelli, who repre-
sented Van Horn in about three
criminal cases, said Van Horn would
sometimes talk to him — the most *
recent visit being a few days before
her death — and told him that she
was “working with the police.”

Mor; 1li said his client specifi-
cally told him she was working with
Frank Martin, an Easton police vice
detective.

Morganelli said Van Horn “never
got into details” about what she was
doing for police and he didn’t ask.
He said he thought her cooperation
with police might help her case.

The public defender said Van
Horn'’s professed work as an infor-
mant “seemed like it was really no
big secret.” He recalled her talking
about it with other people present.

“It may have become general in-
formation,” Morganelli said. “It
didn’t seem like she was
undercover.”

Other known frosutuves in the
Lehigh Valley told a reporter that it
was common knowledge that Van
Horn worked with police.

Martin was on vacation last week
and could not be reached for com-
ment on Van Horn’s reported work
as an informant.

Easton Police Lt. Carl Beers,
who is heading the murder investi-
gation, would nenher confirm nor
deny that Van Horn worked as an in-
formant in Easton. He also declined
to say if that was a prime motive in
the dea

Beers said Van Horn’s “lifestyle”
ﬂmvlded many ible motives for

er death. That lifestyle included not

robl ryvicﬁnaandpenonsinme
drug cull

“Everyt.hmg'she did lcads to
many mouvel.

A to court recont Van
Horn had some “juvenile problems”
bu! no adult criminal record until

982, when she was arrested
m Easton for prostitution, robbery
and theft for allegedly taking a wal-
let containing from a man who
solicited her for sex.

Later that year, Van Horn would
tell Northampton County Judge
Robert A. Freedberg, “I have only
been prostituting for a few months.
The past few years of my life has
been with my [three] kids and my
boyfriend. We lived together for four
years, and he left me for a prosti-
tute. He screwed me up.”

Freedberg gave the first-time of-
fender a 4 to 18-month suspended
sentence and placed her on proba-
tion. Van Horn was also undergoing
mental evaluation at the time of
sentencing.

She was back in front of Judge
Freedberg later that year as a pro-
bation violator ior alleged use of “il-
legal street drugs,” according to a
probation office document. She was
F’lraced in the Northampton County

ison for a time, later paroled and
ordered to attend the Eagleville Re-
habilitation Center in Montgomery
County. She left that program in
January of this year, according to
court records, aner she had “some
pmhlems" there.

robation report said she con-
tmn to abuse narcotics and was
sent to the Endeavor drug program
in Bethlehem. She was discharged
from there, too, after she reportedly
refused to attend the sessions.

In July of this year, Van Horn
was found in violation of her parole
from the 1982 offense and served the
remainder of her sentence in the
county prison.

By then, however, she had been
arrested three more times, accord-

The school teaches basic skills in

Al police ve released
few s about Van Horn’s mur-
der, le has Inrned
that the woman was seen walkin,
downtown Easton on the night ol het
murder. Sometime in the. earl:
morning hours, several hours {e!ore
her body was discovered around
a. m, someone apparently pl

tgrn;dcu-e to or against her cheut

one shell at a downward

‘l'he shell contained number 6
shot, which is generally used for
hunting small game, which was in
season at the time of the murder.

Police have not said if any drugs
were found on Van Horn’s person or
even if a purse was found at the
scene.

Toxicology test results have not
been returned to investigators.

Officially, the investigation of
Cheryl Van Horn’s murder is “still
wide open,” according to Lt. Beers,
and no arrests are planned “in the
near future.”

About 24 hours after Van Horn
was killed, 39-year-old John W.
Thomas of Allentown was mortally
wounded with a single shot to the
head as he stepped from a car in the
600 block of Turner Street, Allen-
town.

Although police investigating the
two murders decline to say they are
connected, that possibility apparent-
1y has not been ruled out.

Thomas, who died several days
later in the Lehigh Valley Hospital
Center without regaining conscious-
ness, reportedly was an acquain-
tance of Van Horn's.

Unlike the shotgun blast that
claimed Van Horn’s life, police said
a large caliber gun was used to kill

0mas.

Allentown police detective Ron-
ald Manescu, assigned to the Thom-

as murder, md heis explorlng nu-
merous leads and possibilities.

“T've heard a lot of things,” Ma-
nescu said, “and we have talked to a
lot of people.”

As in the Van l-lorn murder, there

co:fewh drug rehud. Pohce and
said Thomas had

Van Horn reportedly used the
same type of drugs.

An Allentown man, who claimed
he was with Thomas from about 9
am. Nov. 15 unﬂl a l::dhom belor:

another nnidenur ied person lpenl
much of the day using drugs an
making drug deals in Allenwwn.
Bethlehem and Easton.
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Story Tellers — Pottery — Baskets — Jewelry — Kachinas — Navajo Rugs

Police, however, have nm dis-
closed whether any dmf
found on Thomas when he was dis-
covered shortly after 4 am.

TEENS HAVE SPENDING POWER! Reach them with Call-
Chronicle Newspaper advertising (73% of young adults ages 14-
25 read a newspaper yesterday).

A unique

SAINT JOSEPH’S UNIVERSITY
AT ALBRIGHT COLLEGE

MBA PROGRAM

individuals locally and from surrounding communities

practice.

ment to excellence

who are mterested in obtaining Master 's of Business Administration degree on a part-time basis

A successful program in its third year, ideal for gersons already holding managerial or profes-
sional positions and desire a quality graduate program emphasizing and integrating theory and

A quality program offered in the Albright College/St. Joseph's University tradition and commit-

Graduate Foundation and core courses offered at Albright College, Reading, Pa.
Part-time studies — Evening and Saturday Morning classes

REGISTRATION — OPEN NOW!

For Additional Information and Catalog Call 215 929-0002 or

send below coupon to

ALBRIGHT COLLEGE EVENING PROGRAM OFFICE
MASTER’S HALL, READING, PA. 19604

Special interest

NAME.

Please send me additional information, entrance requirements, and catalog

0 St. Joseph'’s University at Albright MBA Program

O Albright College Evening Catalog

0 Banking

O Marketing

0O Food Marketing

O Finance

O Information Systems

0O Accounting
O Management
O Health Adm.
O Chemistry

ADDRESS.

CITY.

Preschool open house
Tuesday in E

‘The “Musikschule,” a per(onmn%
arts preschool for 3-5 year olds, will
hold an open house and re%:lstrauon
10 a.m.-noon and 3-5 p.m. Tuesday at
the school, located at 53 N. Third St.,

with music,

creative dramatics, instrumental ac-
tivities, puppetry and art, says di-
rector Cynthia Zettlemoyer. Classes
meet twice a week.

For more information, contact
Mrs. Zettlemoyer at 965-2393 or
Diane Zwoyer at 682-6061.

CHRISTMAS
Y-A-WAY PLAN

$10.00 Down will hold any
_purchase until Christmas.

o i
#* ination, flex-
me balance and
posture.
6.8 minutes of energetic:

Deluxe_ 2
Exercise Bike

Bicycle Rew;.er

ME IN AND SEE ALL OF GNC'S COMPLETE

LINE

. -n---—.———-—-
LENIGH VALLEY MALL
WHITENALL MALL

OF FITNESS AND

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT

PALMER PARK MALL — lIG-ln
CRESSOMA MALL —

ne
k&l-n—- u-u-nnnun lu.hn

The Best Holiday Values
30% to 50% off 14 kt. gold

50% OFF
Gold chains, bracelets,
rings and earrings

Regularly 60.00 to 1000.00,

sale 29.99 to 499.99. Your
golden opportunity to save
half on 14 karat gold
chains in yellow and
tricolor gold, some with
diamond accents.

16" to 30" lengths in
serpentine, cobra,
herringbone, rope and
c-chain styles. Plus a
glittering assortment of
bracelets, bangles, rings
and earrings.




