ROXBURY

Troubled life
ends in field

Addict, 24, is seventh

homeless person to die

in Boston this year
ByRic Kahn

‘GLOBE STAFF

For more than a month his body re-
‘mained on ice, unclaimed, in the morgue.

Florencio Santiago’s lot seemed much
the same when he was alive: To Bostonians
passing by in a blur, he was often the name-
less face of this city’s vagabond street peo-
ple.

He operated so far below the radar that
even many of the people he encountered
after his scamps — lawyers, advocates for
the homeless — were not aware that he was
found dead in late July in a field on the Ja-
maica Plain-Roxbury border. A syringe was
by his side.

The Puerto Rico-born Santiago, 24 and
frail, was the seventh of eight homeless
people to die on the streets of the city so far
this year, according to the Boston Health
Care for the Homeless Program. The cause
of Santiago’s death has not yet been deter-
mined, pending the results of toxicology
tests.

When Santiago was free of drugs, he
could be a delight, said Benny Benitez, now
working at the Massachusetts Avenue de-
tox center of CAB Health & Recovery Ser-
vices. Santiago would interpret and advo-
cate for other Latinos trying to get clean, he
said.

“A real beautiful person,” said Benitez,
39. “You need something, he’s there for
you.”

Benitez said Santiago struggled to stay
clean, caroming from one detox clinic to
another, and records show he held down a
job as a cashier at a New Hampshire super-
market.

Benitez added, however: “When he’s on
drugs, he’s.. . . a different person.”

‘Then, court records show, Santiago was
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Prostitution
rise fought

Dear John: Councilors
want to hike your fines

By Sasha Talcott
‘GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

It was supposed to be a wedding re-
hearsal, but prostitutes outside Hector
Pina’s restaurant accosted the guests with
offers of drugs and sex.

To Pina, it was the last straw.

“I couldn’t take it anymore,” said Pina,
owner of the Roxbury restaurant Meren-
gue, who called police to crack down when
the problem peaked earlier this summer. “T
said, Tm losing my business. I've worked
all my life for this. I want to take this neigh-
borhood back.”

He had watched across the street as the
women stopped traffic along Blue Hill Ave-
nue to offer their services at all hours,
drinking from liquor bottles concealed in
paper bags.

If a city councilor gets his way, Pina and
other neighborhood residents could have
greater recourse.

Residents along Blue Hill and Dorches-
ter avenues say they have seen a spike in
prostitution in the past few months. In a
National Neighborhoods Week survey in
June, Dorchester residents listed prostitu-
tion as the neighborhood’s number one
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that binds

In stroll from Dorchester to Arlington,
Mass. Ave. exudes sights, sounds of city

EDITOR’S NOTE: If there’s one roadway
that ties Boston and Cambridge together, it
s Mass. Ave. Alan Leo, in the style of Tho-
reau, took a daylong stroll, starting in Dor-
chester at sunrise and ending at the reedy
edges of the Cambridge-Arlington border in

late afternoon. His mission: to make sense
of the traffic, the passersby, and the differ-
ences from one end to the other. Oh, and did
we mention the iced coffee? Here is his ac-
count:

By Alan Leo
‘GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

“All day, Mass. Ave. is a mess. But night-
times, you can fly just like a bird,” said Jean
Marc as he drove his cab, and me, toward
Dorchester and the end — or beginning —
of Massachusetts Avenue.

To Jean Marc, Mass. Ave. is both gravy
train and obstacle, a good place to pick up
fares but a better place to avoid once the
pickup is made. But Mass. Ave. means dif-
ferent things to the people who work, play,
and — sometimes quite literally — live on
the long, broad street that shoots through
Boston and Cambridge before wandering
into the suburbs.

The cab dropped me in Edward Everett
Square, the start of Mass. Ave. and the start
of a long walk up the avenue through Dor-
chester, the South End, Back Bay, and Cam-
bridge.

7:30 a.m. Edward Everett Square. The
sun barely has risen in the southeast, over
Columbia Road. The light reflects off the
Pru and its kid sister, 111 Huntington, di-
rectly and distantly to the north. The
square is bustling with traffic. A conve-
nience store, a Dunkin’ Donuts and a check
casher are the institutions of legitimate
commerce.

At the Dunkin’ Donuts, the cashier
pours me an iced coffee and says she will
get drunk tonight. A good plan, I tell her. I
leave the Dunkin’ Donuts and pass two
large black garbage bags and the remains
ofacouch. It is trash day.

7:45 a.m. M.A. Peacard, 1250 Mass.
Ave. Paul Coffey of Braintree and Paul Wil-
kins of Raynham lean on their van in front
ofthe loading area. The pipe fitters are here
to pick up ductwork for a boiler job at Har-
vard University. This is their third stop of
the morning.

Peacard is one of the many wide, low, in-
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you're my home’

Sweeney

No snob me.

I just don't live on

the ‘B’ side

By Johnny Diaz

‘GLOBE STAFF

I will never move to Cambridge.

Not that there’s anything bad about the place — I just prefer
Boston’s side of the Charles River and one neighborhood in par-
ticular: Dorchester, where I was born and raised.

1 wear my pride on my back, literally. I have a “Dot Rat” tattoo

across my |

As a kid growing up in Fields Corner, I went to Boston schools

and never met anyone from
Cambridge. My friends and I

were occupied with rivalries BOSton ‘ IGrSuS
with other Boston neighbor-

hoods. We played hockey
against Charlestown and South Boston and held heated debates
on which part (or parish) of Dorchester was more fun.

I never experienced any competition with my Cantabrigian
peers; perhaps I was too busy arguing why Dorchester rules over
Southie.

1 did acknowledge our neighboring city’s existence, of course,
when I'd make fun of my Boston accent, saying “Pahk the cah in
Hahvad Yahd.” But I rarely ventured over there. And when I did, I
surely did not drive. Everyone knew that parking is hellish in Har-
vard Square, a fact that made the tired accent-cliche even more
ridiculous.

Istarted paying ion to Cambridge after I
high school. I stayed in Boston and went to Northeastern Univer-
sity, while my classmates traveled to other cities and bucolic cam-
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Nobody’s ever accused me of affected, high-pedigree, stiff-up-
per-jaw speech.
No, 'm not just back from Oxford or an Ivy League reunion.
AAmid a sea of crimson shirts at my health club, I wear my Flor-
ida International University T proudly. Yeah, it's a state school —
and what's wrong with that?
But — and this is an issue with some of my friends — I do livein
Wh en I ]et

Cambridge * ...

Wm-se I like
there to people across the river, you know, the “B” side, I seem to
get this uncomfortable silence. I can hear folks thinking: “Oh, I
didn't know you were snobby.”

Some venture: “Why not the South End or Dorchester?”

SoItell them, “What’s wrong with living in the People’s Repub-
lic of Cambridge?”

‘When I landed a job here from my hometown of Miami Beach,
1 looked for apartments in Cambridge and Somerville. Many
moons ago, I spent a summer here at this newpaper as a Features
intern and I was charmed with Porter Square and the shoe-box-
size room in the apartment I shared with other interns.

At night, I would cycle to Bertucci’s and Grendel's in Harvard
Square and Paradise club in Central Square on my Sears-brand
mountain bike I bought at the CambridgeSide Galleria Mall.

CCAMBRIDGE, Page 11

What do you think?
Which side of the Charles is better? Why? Let us know in 75 words or less at ciweek@globe.com, Include your name, neighborhood, and
adaytime phone number.

Allston-Brighton Pop Warner Eagles find angels in Patriots, Page 3 ... Political Trail: These preliminary elections are the real deal, Page 10 ... Full index, Page 2
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Addict’s life ends in field

» HOMELESS DEATH
Continued from Page 1

like a Zelig with a haywire zeit-
geist, popping up in all the wrong
places.

He was a spectre on subway
platforms, looking to pick a pock-
et.

In April, records show, San-
tiago pushed a woman at
the New England Medical Center
T stop, and grabbed $40 from her
purse. Police said they also caught
him with a homemade crack pipe.

He was the outlaw on the
streets of the South End, eyeing
car stereos.

Police said that in 01 he was
with two others when one broke
into a red Volkswagen Jetta and
stuffed the stereo into Santiago’s
‘blue backpack. Plainclothes police
on patrol arrested Santiago, and
he was sent to jail, court records
show.

He was the drug desperado,
prowling Park Square for a high as
couples went out to dinner.

Undercover police on assign-
ment watched Santiago make a
$20 buy in "01, records show. As
they approached, he ran off in his

‘white sneakers and tossed away
the goods: a plastic bag of crack,
and a pipe fashioned from a plas-
tic nip bottle of vodka.

Santiago was convicted and
sentenced to time served of 45
days.

He was portrayed as the cheesy
drug dealer, allegedly operating a
side business as nightclubbers rev-
eled in the Theater District.

Police said that when an un-
dercover officer asked Santiago to
sell him a $20 bag of crack last
year, Santiago answered he only
had 40s. So, records show, San-
tiago put the rock of crack in his
mouth, and bit it in half. Then, he
allegedly handed the undercover
officer the mini-sized crack for
$20. The officer then arrested San-
tiago, but the case was later dis-
missed.

He was part of the crew that
congregated outside the doorway
of Boston Medical Center, block-
ing the way into the hospital.

Police said Santiago ap-
proached a Milton man outside
the hospital last year, and asked
him if he wanted to buy. After a
walk into the San-
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tiago took $20 from the man, and
passed him a folded dollar bill
containing a brown powder be-
lieved to be heroin, court records
show. Santiago allegedly told the
man to stash it in his sock.

After he was arrested, record
show, Santiago told police he was
not selling drugs — and technical-
Iyhe was right.

After testing, the powder came
‘back negative.

So, police charged Santiago
‘'with selling spurious smack.
Charges related to that sale
and others related to the subway
incident were still pending when
police responded on July 24 to a
call for help for Santiago, who was
down in a reedy area behind an in-
dustrial stretch of Amory Street.

Like a homeless Houdini, Flor-
encio Santiago often returned
from the brink, sometimes reap-
pearing on the street as Santiago
Florencio.

‘The last time, however, he was
found in the grass without shoes
—orapulse.

Ric Kahn can be reached at

New fines proposed
to curb streetwalkers

» PROSTITUTION
Continued from Page 1

problem, above drug dealing and
job opportunities.

Neighbors along the two thor-
oughfares say prostitutes linger
outside stores, soliciting custom-
ers on their way out. Other men
don't need to be solicited. Johns
cruise slowly through the streets,
leering out their windows and pro-
positioning any woman who
walks by. Neighborhood children,
riding the bus on Blue Hill Ave-
nue, point out the prostitutes that
they pass.

“We deal with this every day,”
said Jorge Martinez, who leads a
neighborhood coalition that calls
itself Project Right Inc. “This is an
issue along Blue Hill Avenue from
Dudley Square as far as Matta-
pan,

Members of the Boston City
Council have become so con-
cerned that they have proposed a
crackdown on the men who solicit
prostitutes.

Councilor Chuck Turner wants
to add civil penalties to current
criminal penalties on johns and
use the additional fines to fund
prostitution prevention programs.
Under the proposal, a man arrest-
ed for soliciting would pay at least
$700 and up to $1,050 for his first
offense and up to a year in jail.
Judges now can impose a $500
criminal fine and a year in jail, but
there is no minimum penalty,
‘Turner said..

According to police statistics,
Boston police last year arrested 33
men and 401 women for solicit-
ing.

Several city councilors already
have signed on to the prostitution
ordinance. In addition to raising
fines for the first offense, the pro-
posal seeks to raise penalties on
repeat offenders — up to $3,000
for third-time johns.

“It’s not just happening in Dor-
chester. This is happening in all
our neighborhoods,” said Council-
or Maureen Feeney, who supports
the proposal. “We have for far too
long allowed this situation to
creep from the alleys and backs of
buildings into the neighbor-
hoods.”

‘The council has not yet sched-
uled hearings on the ordinance,
originally co-sponsored by Turner,
Felix Arroyo, and Charles Yancey.
But if passed, the measure would
head to the state Legislature for

approval. Boston needs state ap-
proval to raise most fees and taxes.

But for one john, even the
threat of hefty fines was no deter-
rent against the allure of sex.

One night in the city’s adult en-
tertainment district, the man, a
middle-aged tourist who said he
was from Trinidad, looked hungri-
ly at a waif-like prostitute with
matted hair loitering across the
street. He said the concierge at the
Hyatt Regency had sent him to
Chinatown to fill his empty bed.

“I want to see the ladies of the
city,” said the balding visitor, with
thick dark hair erupting from his
chest, who said he would gladly
risk jail for the experience. “There
are lots of beautiful ladies out
there.”

Nationally, other cities have
gone even further in targeting
prostitution’s customers, a signifi-
cant change for the world’s oldest
profession. In Miami, city officials
put the names and faces of johns
on billboards, hoping that public
‘humiliation would succeed where
prosecution failed. In Denver, a
cable television station runs the
names of johns. In several Califor-
nia cities, police impound the cars
of men caught soliciting.

To the prostitutes’ advocates,
Boston’s focus on the demand
makes sense. “The johns get a slap
on the wrist, and the women are
victimized again,” said Denise
Williams, who became a prosti-
tute at 13 and now passes out con-
doms and advice on the streets
with a group called the Bandeli
Project. “Some of these women
have been out for days. They're
tired. They want to go home, and
they can't.”

In Boston, police agree that
prostitution is on the rise outside
downtown. Captain Al Goslin,
whose B-2 district encompasses
Roxbury and Mission Hill, said the
problem is difficult to contain. If
police crack down on prostitution
in one area, he said, they often
find that it has moved elsewhere.

“It’s a concern,” said Goslin,
who said police are doing their
best to keep prostitution out of
residential areas. “It's not falling
on deaf ears here. We want to re-
spond as best we can.”

Sasha Talcott can be reached at
stalcott@globe.com.

Mayor joins bed bug fight

While city residents rubbed
their eyes on the last lazy morning
of Labor Day weekend, Boston’s
newest tenants rolled into Allston-
Brighton. College upperclassmen
lugged couches and bed frames

“We need to make a better first
impression,” said Menino, who
joined part of an inspection mo-
torcade on Monday.

As the mayor and press entou-
rage ascended the stairs to student

into off-campus , but
when they turned their new keys
and pushed open the doors, many
were greeted by trash, unpainted
walls, and scratched floors. Some
found previous renters who had
yet to move out and bed bugs with
no plans to leave.

Last week, the department is-
sued more than 215 trash cita-
tions carrying fines of several hun-
dred dollars each and hundreds
more citations for sanitation viola-
tions as a part of the second annu-

+  al Operation Trash 'l\lmK‘Y‘VEl',

Ferrante’s

Ferrante shut her bedroom door
quickly. “My underwear is all over
the bed,” she said. Her fellow-stu-
dent neighbors and their families
seemed surprised, but pleased,
that their call to the inspectors
warranted a visit from the mayor.

In an effort to contain recent
bed bug problems in Allston-
Brighton, inspectors passed out
fliers to students stressing they
should not take used furniture off
the street
DORIAN BLOCK
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= Reserve an apartment this Fall and take advantage of =
our complimentary move organizing service!

You love the idea of moving to Center

Communities of Brookline—independence,

convenience, privacy, sharing the day with
friends. But the idea
of moving is so
overwhelming you
put it off.

fWe understand.
And we can help.

With our “MAKE-IT-

EASY-MOVE” we will
provide you with a professional organizer to
get you moving. Let them help you decide
what to take, measure for a perfect fit, and
coordinate the many logistics that will simply
get you in gear for the easiest move of your
life! Because you know Center Communities
has just what you're looking for.

Why not make
your move today!

We offer Studio, One, & Two
Bedroom Apartments!

617-975-2888

1550 BEACON STREET *

100 CENTRE STREET *

We know the
only thing
preventing
your move is
the move.

CENTER
COMMUNITIES
OF BROOKLINE

Senior Housing
SPONSORED BY HEBREW
REHABILITATION CENTER FOR AGED

MAIN OFFICE
1550 BEACON STREET
BROOKLINE, MA 02446
'WWW.CENTERCOMMUNITIES.ORG

112 CENTRE STREET

Horizon Chocolate Milk
with no antibiotics
and no added hormones

S

Maranatha
Almond Butter
(6 jelly sandwich)
with no hydrogenated oils
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BEDFORD 170 Great Rd. 781-275-8264 -

No ADDED HORMONES.
NoO PRESERVATIVES.

No COMPLAINTS FROM THE KIDS.

Jes, it's possible for your kids to eat healthy joods and love
them, too. Just shop at Whole Foods Market and you won’t have

to read every label and ingredient to know the delicious lunch M)DS

you've put together meets your high standards for quality.

Save 25¢

on ONE () HORIZON ORGANIC
(ANY FLAVOR)
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340 River St.

HADLEY Rte. g/Russell St. 413-586-9932 +
NEWTONVILLE 647 Washington St. 617-965-2070 «

WAYLAND 317 Boston Post Rd. 508-358-7700 «

115 Prospeet St. 617-492-0070 +

Exp dote 11/30/03
BELLINGHAM 255 Harthord Ave. 508-966-3331 + BRIGHTON 15 Washington St. 617-738-8187
CAMBRIDGE 200 Alewife Brk Pkuy 617-491-0040
FRAMINGHAM 575 Worcester Rd. 508-628-9525 «
BOSTON/SYMPHONY 15 Westland Ave. 617-375-1010
WELLESLEY 278 Washington St. 781-235-7262

Stretch Island
100% Organic Fruit Snack
_ with no artificial
flavors or colors

_ Lundberg Rice Chips
with no preservatives

grown without
the use of pesticides

WHOLE

Save 50¢

ON ONE 3.6 OZ. BAG
OF LUNDBERG wice cuies
i
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Manufacturer's Coupon

NEWTON 916 Walnut t. 617-969-1141




