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WHAT'’S GOING ON

Sunday, April 1
ARTS-ENTERTAINMENT-MUSIC:
B Public reception and art exhibit for artist Helen
Hammond, 12:30-2 p.m., Unitarian-Universalist
Church, 818 E. Divide Ave.
FAITH:
B Chancel Choir musical, “Once Upon a Tree," 8 and
10 a.m., McCabe United Methodist Church.
W Concordia handbell choir, 8:30 and 9:45 a.m., Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Washington and Divide.
B Center area Lenten-Easter Cantata, 7 p.m., Center
Civic Center, freewill offering.
ORGANIZATIONS:
B Keep It Simple AA, 11 a.m., Serenity Place.
B Open AA, 11 a.m., Ridge Hotel, Mandan.
B Central Dakota Gem and Mineral Society, 2 p.m.,
Morton-Mandan Library, 108 W. Main St., Mandan.
Info: 223-4986.
B Wing Dingers AA, 2 p.m., Fire Hall, Wing.
B Center AA, 5 p.m., St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Cen-

ter.

B District VII AA, 6 p.m., Serenity Place.

B BHS Boosters Club, 7 p.m., BHS Commons.

B Gamblers Anonymous, 7 p.m., Good Shepherd

Lutheran Church, corner of Washington Street and

Divide Avenue.

W Hazen AA, 7:30 p.m., English Lutheran Church,

Hazen.

B Knife River Al-Anon, 7:30 p.m., English Lutheran

Church, Hazen.

M Capital City AA, 8 p.m., 1351 S. 12th St., door 1202.

B Never Alone Never Again NA (OP, WC), 8 p.m., Bible

Baptist Church, 1100 E. Ave. B.

B Square Foot 12 X 12, 8 p.m., Serenity Place,

1525 E. Thayer Ave.

: Washburn AA, 8 p.m., First Lutheran Church, Wash-
urn.

PUBLIC EVENTS:

W Spring craft and flea market show, mall hours, Gate-
way Fashion Mall. Info: Darin, 222-8350.

B Benefit breakfast for Mandan Special Olympics,

8 a.m.-1 p.m., Christ the King Parish Life Center,

505 10th Ave. N.W,, Mandan.

B Heritage Center, located on the state Capitol
grounds. Free. Museum hours: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-
Friday and 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday;
archives and library open 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Fri-
day and 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. the second Saturday of each
month.

W Risk family benefit spaghetti dinner,

10:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Shiloh School.

B Second annual WiLD Yoga Event! Fundraiser for
Heifer International, 1-2 p.m., Northern Plains Dance.
Freewill donation.

B North Dakota National Guard spring event,
1:30-3:30 p.m., Raymond J. Bohn National Guard
Armory, 4200 E Divide Ave.

B Knit-In, noon-3 p.m., cedesigns and Yarn Shoppe,
417 E. Broadway Ave.

SERVICES:

B AA Hotline. Info: 222-2100.

B Al-Anon Information Service. Info: www.ndal-
anon.com.

W CSCC for Kids volunteers needed to read grant
applications. Training provided. Info: 223-5707.
B NA Hotline. Info: 800-494-8381.

Monday, April 2
ARTS-ENTERTAINMENT-MUSIC:
B Stringstastic Springtime,.3:30-5:15 pan., Theo Art
School. Cost: $35 member, $40 non-member. Class
runs through April 5. Grades 1-8.
W Live solo acoustic music by Tyler Ktytor, 5:30-7 p.m.,
Bruno’s Pizza, 910 E. Front Ave.
FAITH:
W Healing Rooms of the Northern Plains, a Christ-cen-
tered free prayer ministry, 3-8 p.m., 1605 E. Capitol Ave.
GOVERNMENT:
B Burleigh County Commission, 5 p.m., City/County
Building. View: Government Access, cable channel 2 or
www.freetv.org.
B Mandan Sciool Board (taped), 5:30 p.m., Mandan
City Hall. View: Government Access, cable channel 2 or
www.freetv.org.

ORGANIZATIONS:

B Bismarck Far West Rotary Club, 7 a.m., Municipal
Country Club.

B Moms In Touch International, 8:45-9:45 a.m.,

St. Mary’s Central High School.

B PEO Chapter F, 11:45 a.m., Municipal Country Club.
Cost: $7.

2 liismarck Lions Club, noon, Municipal Country
Club.

B Brown Bag AA, noon, Serenity Place,

1525 E. Thayer Ave.

B Capital City AA, noon and 8 p.m., 1351 S. 12th St.,
door 1202.

B Mandan Kiwanis Club, noon, Seven Seas, Mandan.
New members welcome.

B Mandan Lions Club, noon, Mandan Moose Lodge.
B PEO Chapter AA, 12:30 p.m., home of Kay Koch.
PEO Chapter AJ, 12:30 p.m., home of Cathy Meyer.
Bismarck Duplicate Bridge Club, 1 p.m., Elks Club.
B Overeaters Anonymous, 5:30 p.m., First Presbyterian
Church, 214 E. Thayer Ave. Info: Tanya, 509-218-1205.
B Bismarck Toastmasters, 6 p.m., Department of
Transportation.

B Keep It Simple AA, 6 p.m., Serenity Place.

B TOPS No. ND 182, 6 p.m., House of Prayer Lutheran
Church, 1470 S. Washington St.

B Women's New Beginnings AA, 6 p.m., Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church.

B Celiac disease support group, 6:30 p.m., Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church, 4916 N. Washington St. Info:
Angie Oberg, 390-4431 or bismanceliac@gmail.com.

B Bismarck-Mandan Sweet Adelines, 7 p.m., Bismarck
Baptist Church. Info: 255-7329.

B Reflections AA, 7 p.m., Zion Lutheran Church, Bis-
marck. Info: 223-4984.

B TOPS No. ND 17, 7 p.m., First Lutheran Church,

408 Ninth St. N.W,, Mandan. Weigh-in: 6-7 p.m.

B Monday Night Al-Anon, 7:30 p.m., McCabe United
Methodist Church. Handicapped access, west door.

B Northern Lights Chorus rehearsal, 7:30 p.m., Touch-
mark Chapel, 1000 W. Century Ave. Info: 222-1453 or
email nlc@bis.midco.net.

B C-14 AA, 8 p.m., Faith Lutheran Church.

B Design for Living AA, 8 p.m., Zion Lutheran Church,
Beulah

B Monday Night AA, 8 p.m., Grace Lutheran Church.
B Southside NA (OP, OD, WC), 8 p.m., Salvation Army,
60 Washington St. (back door).

B Wilton’s Freedom AA, 8 p.m., Sacred Heart Church,
Wilton.

PUBLIC EVENTS:

B Gateway to Science, noon-7 p.m. Monday-Thursday,
and noon-5 p.m. Friday-Saturday, 1810 Schafer St. Info:
www.gatewaytoscience.org or 258-1975.

B Burleigh County 4-H Archery League, 6:30-7:30 p.m.,
’57'135 E. Bismarck Expressway. Cost: $10. Register by

Feb. 1.

B Family Story Time, 6:30 p.m., Bismarck Public Library.
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NUBS OF THE
BIRTHS

Medcenter One

Son, Heather and Justin
Kitzan, Bismarck, 4:01 a.m.,
March 27.

Son, Julie and Ray Clary,
Bismarck, 7:27 a.m.,
March 27.

Daughter, Heather and
Trenton Hintz, Bismarck,
2:03 p.m., March 28.

Son, Melissa and Robbie
Herman, Bismarck,
4:22 p.m., March 28.

Son, Mariah Pilot and
Michael Finnegan, Dickin-
son, 9:49 p.m., March 28.

Son, Kristine and Peter
Moch, Mandan, 6:17 p.m.,
March 29.

Daughter, Courtney and
Nolan Weinhandl, Shields,
6:25 p.m., March 29.

St. Alexius
Medical Center

Daughter, Scott and Shel-
ley Vetter, Kintyre, 5:12 p.m.,
March 29.

COURTS

(Cases closed from

March 9 to March 23)

South Central District

Felony Sentences

Morton County

Judge Sonna Anderson
Sexual offender regis-

tration requirement:

Kristopher A. Breding, 26,

Department of Correc-

tions, three years with

18 months suspended for

30 months with supervised

robation. g

udge Thomas Schneider
Simple assault on a cor-

rections officer: Maurice

A. Delage Jr., 21, Depart-

NEWS

ment of Corrections, first
count: five years suspend-
ed for five years with
supervised probation, sec-
ond count: three years.
Judge Bruce Haskell

Possession of drug
paraphernalia: Penny M.
Eggers, 40, 602 N. 10th St.,
one year suspended for
two years with supervised
probation, also possession
of a controlled substance-
marijuana: 30 days.

Aggravated assault-
domestic violence: Daw-
son D. Mountain Jr., 42,
415 Fraine Barracks Road,
one year, also false reports
to law enforcement or
other security officials:
one year suspended for
30 months with supervised
probation.

Conspiracy to deliver
marijuana: Dana E. Allen,
31, 7 Belk Drive, Lincoln,
three years suspended for
three years with super-
vised probation, also pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia: one year suspended
for three years.

Judge David Reich

Issuing check or draft
without sufficient funds
or credit: Thomas Fetsch,
51,400 Third St. N.E., Man-
dan, five counts of
deferred sentence for
18 months with supervised
probation, restitution.
Judge Gail Hagerty

Child neglect or abuse:
Tawhnee Sitting Dog, 29,
McLaughlin, S.D., two
years suspended for
30 months with supervised
probation.

Motorcycle crash kills Mandan man

Bismarck police are investigating a motorcycle crash
that killed a 34-year-old Mandan man early Saturday
morning at a railroad overpass on West Main Avenue.

Police Lt. Dave Draovitch said the victim was found
around 1:30 a.m., and was declared dead at the scene.

“There’s a curve there. He lost control and struck the
abutment for the train overpass,” Draovitch said. )

The identity of the man is being withheld pending noti-
fication of relatives, Draovitch said.

— LeAnn Eckroth

New Town residents face eviction

NEW TOWN (AP) — Residents of a New Town mobile
home park are being evicted to make way for housing for
oil field workers. ’

Dennis Fox, chief executive officer of the Three Affiliat-
ed Tribes, said the residents are some of the poorest mem-
bers of the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation.

Tribal leaders are working on a solution, but residents
say they are worried because a severe housing shortage
caused by the oil boom will make it difficult to find anoth-
er place to live.

Residents of Prairie Winds Trailer Park learned last
November the privately owned park had been sold and
changes could be coming. The eviction deadline was ini-
tially May 1, but has now been extended to Aug. 31.

$5M lawsuit filed in arena fire

GRAND FORKS (AP) — The owners of the Ralph Engel-
stad Arena in Grand Forks have filed a $5 million lawsuit
over a fire in the building last summer.

The complaint filed by Arena Holdings Charitable and
RE Arena, Inc., accuses Harman Professional, Inc., and
Harman International Industries of negligence. :

The fire happened on July 3, 2011. Arena officials said
at the time that no events were affected.

Another courthouse vote in Griggs

COOPERSTOWN (AP) — Griggs County voters in June
will decide the fate of a $3.1 million bond issue to renovate
and expand the historic county courthouse in Cooperstown.

The measure is a scaled-down version of a $4.7 million
bond issue that voters rejected last September. In that
election, nearly half of the 455 votes were cast by mail, and
many of them arrived at the courthouse before the coun-
ty learned of a federal grant of almost $1 million to build a
county emergency operations center as part of the addi-

tion.

Prostitution in the oil patch

That one, from February,
is still pending.

Herfindahl said most
worrisome to him is that
prostitution is part of other
criminal behavior and those
he’s arrested either have a
history of, or warrants relat-
ed to, drug traffic or more
serious crimes. One of the
department’s first prostitu-
tion arrests was of a woman
who'd done time for murder
and had just been arrested in
Williston the previous week,
he said.

These arrests are not rou-
tine for a small, formerly
rural department. Some of
them leave the guys feeling
like they need a shower after-
ward.

One, in February, was the
arrest of a 35-year-old man,
whose current address is
Williston, who was reported
to the department for solicit-
ing sex with the male owner
of alocal rental property.

An officer contacted the
man and arranged a meeting
at what the department calls
its “set,” an off-site location it
uses for drug buys and where
supporting and armed offi-
cers provide backup and can
clandestinely tape and film
the transaction.

In this case, the male
prostitute came to the loca-
tion carrying a duffel bag,
went into the bathroom and
emerged wearing a wig, pur-
ple women’s lingerie, black
fishnet stockings and sling
back high heels.

“He got on his knees on
the couch, facing away from

me, asking if we were gonna
do it. I gave him $300 and
said we had a deal,” Herfind-
ahl. At the word “deal,” his
two backup officers emerged
and the arrest was made. The
man pleaded guilty and was
fined $500.

“Thaven't seen that before
and I hope I don't again,” he
said.

The case that bothers the
police chief most of all also
involved a man, but this one
wasn't selling sex, he was try-
ing to buy it.

In that case, the man was
at the local drive-in in Wat-
ford City and engaged a
young male waiter in con-
versation. He left a substan-
tial tip and a written note, “If
you would like some extra
money, call me,” with a ficti-
tious name and actual cell-
phone number.

The young man, thinking
the offer might be for truck
driving or oil field work,
called and met the guy at his
truck at a nearby gas station.

Within a few minutes, the
conversation “got dirty,”
the man said he was willing
to pay $150 for sex. The
younger man said he was 16
(he wasn't, but the age added
to the potential severity of
the contact) and jumped
out. He went to the police,
who used the note to make
their own contact.

Herfindahl, undercover,
got the same solicitation. “I
arrested that guy,” for two
counts of hiring an individ-
ual to engage in sexual activ-
ity, also a Class B misde-

meanor, he said.

He said that case sticks
with him as being the most
reprehensible.

“Some kid should be able
toworkatastorein town with-
out some guy soliciting him,
but they all botherme. They're
allkind of sad,” he said.

So far, Herfindahl’s are the
only prostitution arrests in
McKenzie County.

McKenzie County Sheriff
Ron Rankin said his officers
have looked into three
reports of potential prostitu-
tion.

One, reportedly involving
high school girls, was turned
over to Fort Berthold Indian
Reservation tribal police
because of the jurisdiction.
Two others, one at a rural
location and one in nearby
Alexander, went “poof” when
officers tried staking out the
location, Rankin said.

“Traffic is still our worst
problem here,” the sheriff
said.

There are fairly frequent
and unsubstantiated rumors
of women soliciting from
truck to truck when drivers
are lined up at disposal wells,
both lawmen said.

Both said there isn't any
evidence of a prostitution
ring and Herfindahl said
none of the cases involved
human trafficking, in which
the women are under physi-
cal or financial duress, or
juveniles.

So far, the department
hasn't set up an operation
with the intent of busting
both the prostitute and her

If she had been awake

Continued from 1C

“john,” or customer.
Herfindahl said removing
one prostitute resolves many
potential crimes, while bust-
ing the customer is only one
crime. He said the depart-
ment has plans in that area.
“Be patient,” he said.

Some of the Watford City
cases started with citizens
turning over to police the
women’s thinly disguised
business cards.

The Internet is another
way to find out whether
prostitutes are in town.

Herfindahl regularly
checks a website where
women list their working
names, phone numbers and
communities they’re work-
ing out of. This past week,
there were none working in
Watford City, eight in Willis-
ton and three in Minot.

“I think the word'’s getting
out,” Herfindahl said.

To illustrate how easy it is
to make a “date,” he called a
number, talked to “Holly,” and
set up a plan to call her when
he got to the lobby of the Air-
port International Inn in
Williston. Over the speaker-
phone, she could be heard to
say, “It’s $300, for one hour.”

Amessage left with Holly to
be interviewed for this story
has not been returned. Others
named Veronica, Hailey and
Nicole abruptly disconnected
calls for interviews.

The Airport International
Inn did not respond to two
calls for comment.

(Reach Lauren Donovan
at 220-5511 or lauren
@westriv.com.)

doctor about.” I settled for
goat salve.

She took care of every-
one else, but not so much
herself. She was as tender as
she was tough. She was an
outstanding conversational-
ist, although at the brickbat
end of the spectrum.

She had a natural gift for
seeing through baloney, and
making sure offenders knew
they were full of it. Once,
when I did something espe-
cially silly, Patti gave me her
mock-angry look — an
exaggerated frown but her
eyes filled with mirth — and
said, “There are two kinds of
stupid. There’s stupid, and
then there's YOU.” Some-
how that was an affirmation
and a statement of affec-
tion, as were almost all of
Patti’s insults. Virtually her
favorite phrase, during the
years when I knew her best,
was, “You make me crazy!”
She spoke the words “you

make me” in standard
North Dakota English, but
she had a way of lingering
on “crazy” until she milked
it for all that it was worth. I
got to the point in spending
time with Patti that [ was
disappointed if she didn't
issue forth at least one “You
make me craaazie” in the
course of a day’s adven-
tures.

Both times [ hiked the
Little Missouri River, she
played a central role — as
guide, goad, and court
jester. When I was hungry,
she gave me meat. When |
was thirsty, she gave me
drink. When I needed shel-
ter, she took me in. When |
was sick, she nursed me
back to health. This was the
code by which she lived,
and I was just one of the
many whose lives she
improved.

When I was married in
1986, it was on top of Pretty

Butte. Patti made the long
climb to the scoria cap, pos-
sibly even shed a tear dur-
ing the ceremony, and then
told me if I ever asked her to
climb Pretty Butte again she
would tie me to a cotton-
wood tree and cut off my
arms and legs just for fun.

She had the vitality of
Theodore Roosevelt. I don't
know of anything Patti
Perry couldn't do once she
set her mind to it. And
though she was more likely
to say “Bull!” than “Bully!”
she relished life and
increased the joy and
courage of everyone she
ever encountered. When TR
died on Jan. 6, 1919, Vice
President Thomas Marshall
said, “Death had to take
him sleeping. For if Roo-
sevelt had been awake,
there would have been a
fight.” That's actually the
first thing I thought of when
I heard the news.

Continued from 1C

Iloved Patti Perry. I'm
going to miss her immea-
surably. My life, and the
lives of many who knew her,
are the less for her prema-
ture departure. I'm a little
unhappy with her, to tell the
truth, because if I had been
in the ICU she would have
burst into my room, no
matter what the station
nurses told her, and said,
“Get your ass out of that
bed and let’s get out of
here.”

Patti Perry, you make me
craaazy.

(Clay Jenkinson is the
Theodore Roosevelt Center
scholar at Dickinson State
University, as well as Distin-
guished Scholar of the
Humanities at Bismarck
State College and director of
the Dakota Institute. He can
be reached at
Jeffysage@aol.com or
through his website, Jeffer-
sonhour.org.)
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Department of Correc-

tions, three years with

18 months suspended for

30 months with supervised

robation. g

udge Thomas Schneider
Simple assault on a cor-

rections officer: Maurice

A. Delage Jr., 21, Depart-

NEWS

ment of Corrections, first
count: five years suspend-
ed for five years with
supervised probation, sec-
ond count: three years.
Judge Bruce Haskell

Possession of drug
paraphernalia: Penny M.
Eggers, 40, 602 N. 10th St.,
one year suspended for
two years with supervised
probation, also possession
of a controlled substance-
marijuana: 30 days.

Aggravated assault-
domestic violence: Daw-
son D. Mountain Jr., 42,
415 Fraine Barracks Road,
one year, also false reports
to law enforcement or
other security officials:
one year suspended for
30 months with supervised
probation.

Conspiracy to deliver
marijuana: Dana E. Allen,
31, 7 Belk Drive, Lincoln,
three years suspended for
three years with super-
vised probation, also pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia: one year suspended
for three years.

Judge David Reich

Issuing check or draft
without sufficient funds
or credit: Thomas Fetsch,
51,400 Third St. N.E., Man-
dan, five counts of
deferred sentence for
18 months with supervised
probation, restitution.
Judge Gail Hagerty

Child neglect or abuse:
Tawhnee Sitting Dog, 29,
McLaughlin, S.D., two
years suspended for
30 months with supervised
probation.

Motorcycle crash kills Mandan man

Bismarck police are investigating a motorcycle crash
that killed a 34-year-old Mandan man early Saturday
morning at a railroad overpass on West Main Avenue.

Police Lt. Dave Draovitch said the victim was found
around 1:30 a.m., and was declared dead at the scene.

“There’s a curve there. He lost control and struck the
abutment for the train overpass,” Draovitch said. )

The identity of the man is being withheld pending noti-
fication of relatives, Draovitch said.

— LeAnn Eckroth

New Town residents face eviction

NEW TOWN (AP) — Residents of a New Town mobile
home park are being evicted to make way for housing for
oil field workers. ’

Dennis Fox, chief executive officer of the Three Affiliat-
ed Tribes, said the residents are some of the poorest mem-
bers of the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Nation.

Tribal leaders are working on a solution, but residents
say they are worried because a severe housing shortage
caused by the oil boom will make it difficult to find anoth-
er place to live.

Residents of Prairie Winds Trailer Park learned last
November the privately owned park had been sold and
changes could be coming. The eviction deadline was ini-
tially May 1, but has now been extended to Aug. 31.

$5M lawsuit filed in arena fire

GRAND FORKS (AP) — The owners of the Ralph Engel-
stad Arena in Grand Forks have filed a $5 million lawsuit
over a fire in the building last summer.

The complaint filed by Arena Holdings Charitable and
RE Arena, Inc., accuses Harman Professional, Inc., and
Harman International Industries of negligence. :

The fire happened on July 3, 2011. Arena officials said
at the time that no events were affected.

Another courthouse vote in Griggs

COOPERSTOWN (AP) — Griggs County voters in June
will decide the fate of a $3.1 million bond issue to renovate
and expand the historic county courthouse in Cooperstown.

The measure is a scaled-down version of a $4.7 million
bond issue that voters rejected last September. In that
election, nearly half of the 455 votes were cast by mail, and
many of them arrived at the courthouse before the coun-
ty learned of a federal grant of almost $1 million to build a
county emergency operations center as part of the addi-

tion.

Prostitution in the oil patch

That one, from February,
is still pending.

Herfindahl said most
worrisome to him is that
prostitution is part of other
criminal behavior and those
he’s arrested either have a
history of, or warrants relat-
ed to, drug traffic or more
serious crimes. One of the
department’s first prostitu-
tion arrests was of a woman
who'd done time for murder
and had just been arrested in
Williston the previous week,
he said.

These arrests are not rou-
tine for a small, formerly
rural department. Some of
them leave the guys feeling
like they need a shower after-
ward.

One, in February, was the
arrest of a 35-year-old man,
whose current address is
Williston, who was reported
to the department for solicit-
ing sex with the male owner
of alocal rental property.

An officer contacted the
man and arranged a meeting
at what the department calls
its “set,” an off-site location it
uses for drug buys and where
supporting and armed offi-
cers provide backup and can
clandestinely tape and film
the transaction.

In this case, the male
prostitute came to the loca-
tion carrying a duffel bag,
went into the bathroom and
emerged wearing a wig, pur-
ple women’s lingerie, black
fishnet stockings and sling
back high heels.

“He got on his knees on
the couch, facing away from

me, asking if we were gonna
do it. I gave him $300 and
said we had a deal,” Herfind-
ahl. At the word “deal,” his
two backup officers emerged
and the arrest was made. The
man pleaded guilty and was
fined $500.

“Thaven't seen that before
and I hope I don't again,” he
said.

The case that bothers the
police chief most of all also
involved a man, but this one
wasn't selling sex, he was try-
ing to buy it.

In that case, the man was
at the local drive-in in Wat-
ford City and engaged a
young male waiter in con-
versation. He left a substan-
tial tip and a written note, “If
you would like some extra
money, call me,” with a ficti-
tious name and actual cell-
phone number.

The young man, thinking
the offer might be for truck
driving or oil field work,
called and met the guy at his
truck at a nearby gas station.

Within a few minutes, the
conversation “got dirty,”
the man said he was willing
to pay $150 for sex. The
younger man said he was 16
(he wasn't, but the age added
to the potential severity of
the contact) and jumped
out. He went to the police,
who used the note to make
their own contact.

Herfindahl, undercover,
got the same solicitation. “I
arrested that guy,” for two
counts of hiring an individ-
ual to engage in sexual activ-
ity, also a Class B misde-

meanor, he said.

He said that case sticks
with him as being the most
reprehensible.

“Some kid should be able
toworkatastorein town with-
out some guy soliciting him,
but they all botherme. They're
allkind of sad,” he said.

So far, Herfindahl’s are the
only prostitution arrests in
McKenzie County.

McKenzie County Sheriff
Ron Rankin said his officers
have looked into three
reports of potential prostitu-
tion.

One, reportedly involving
high school girls, was turned
over to Fort Berthold Indian
Reservation tribal police
because of the jurisdiction.
Two others, one at a rural
location and one in nearby
Alexander, went “poof” when
officers tried staking out the
location, Rankin said.

“Traffic is still our worst
problem here,” the sheriff
said.

There are fairly frequent
and unsubstantiated rumors
of women soliciting from
truck to truck when drivers
are lined up at disposal wells,
both lawmen said.

Both said there isn't any
evidence of a prostitution
ring and Herfindahl said
none of the cases involved
human trafficking, in which
the women are under physi-
cal or financial duress, or
juveniles.

So far, the department
hasn't set up an operation
with the intent of busting
both the prostitute and her

If she had been awake

Continued from 1C

“john,” or customer.
Herfindahl said removing
one prostitute resolves many
potential crimes, while bust-
ing the customer is only one
crime. He said the depart-
ment has plans in that area.
“Be patient,” he said.

Some of the Watford City
cases started with citizens
turning over to police the
women’s thinly disguised
business cards.

The Internet is another
way to find out whether
prostitutes are in town.

Herfindahl regularly
checks a website where
women list their working
names, phone numbers and
communities they’re work-
ing out of. This past week,
there were none working in
Watford City, eight in Willis-
ton and three in Minot.

“I think the word'’s getting
out,” Herfindahl said.

To illustrate how easy it is
to make a “date,” he called a
number, talked to “Holly,” and
set up a plan to call her when
he got to the lobby of the Air-
port International Inn in
Williston. Over the speaker-
phone, she could be heard to
say, “It’s $300, for one hour.”

Amessage left with Holly to
be interviewed for this story
has not been returned. Others
named Veronica, Hailey and
Nicole abruptly disconnected
calls for interviews.

The Airport International
Inn did not respond to two
calls for comment.

(Reach Lauren Donovan
at 220-5511 or lauren
@westriv.com.)

doctor about.” I settled for
goat salve.

She took care of every-
one else, but not so much
herself. She was as tender as
she was tough. She was an
outstanding conversational-
ist, although at the brickbat
end of the spectrum.

She had a natural gift for
seeing through baloney, and
making sure offenders knew
they were full of it. Once,
when I did something espe-
cially silly, Patti gave me her
mock-angry look — an
exaggerated frown but her
eyes filled with mirth — and
said, “There are two kinds of
stupid. There’s stupid, and
then there's YOU.” Some-
how that was an affirmation
and a statement of affec-
tion, as were almost all of
Patti’s insults. Virtually her
favorite phrase, during the
years when I knew her best,
was, “You make me crazy!”
She spoke the words “you

make me” in standard
North Dakota English, but
she had a way of lingering
on “crazy” until she milked
it for all that it was worth. I
got to the point in spending
time with Patti that [ was
disappointed if she didn't
issue forth at least one “You
make me craaazie” in the
course of a day’s adven-
tures.

Both times [ hiked the
Little Missouri River, she
played a central role — as
guide, goad, and court
jester. When I was hungry,
she gave me meat. When |
was thirsty, she gave me
drink. When I needed shel-
ter, she took me in. When |
was sick, she nursed me
back to health. This was the
code by which she lived,
and I was just one of the
many whose lives she
improved.

When I was married in
1986, it was on top of Pretty

Butte. Patti made the long
climb to the scoria cap, pos-
sibly even shed a tear dur-
ing the ceremony, and then
told me if I ever asked her to
climb Pretty Butte again she
would tie me to a cotton-
wood tree and cut off my
arms and legs just for fun.

She had the vitality of
Theodore Roosevelt. I don't
know of anything Patti
Perry couldn't do once she
set her mind to it. And
though she was more likely
to say “Bull!” than “Bully!”
she relished life and
increased the joy and
courage of everyone she
ever encountered. When TR
died on Jan. 6, 1919, Vice
President Thomas Marshall
said, “Death had to take
him sleeping. For if Roo-
sevelt had been awake,
there would have been a
fight.” That's actually the
first thing I thought of when
I heard the news.
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Iloved Patti Perry. I'm
going to miss her immea-
surably. My life, and the
lives of many who knew her,
are the less for her prema-
ture departure. I'm a little
unhappy with her, to tell the
truth, because if I had been
in the ICU she would have
burst into my room, no
matter what the station
nurses told her, and said,
“Get your ass out of that
bed and let’s get out of
here.”

Patti Perry, you make me
craaazy.

(Clay Jenkinson is the
Theodore Roosevelt Center
scholar at Dickinson State
University, as well as Distin-
guished Scholar of the
Humanities at Bismarck
State College and director of
the Dakota Institute. He can
be reached at
Jeffysage@aol.com or
through his website, Jeffer-
sonhour.org.)




