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| Briefly |
CBS dominates
Daytime Emmys

LOS ANGELES (AP) — CBS
dominated the Daytime Emmy
Awards for technical achieve-
ment, winning 11 trophies Satur-
day, including two each for The
Young and Restless and Pryor’s
Place.

The Academy of Televi
Arts and Sciences and the Natio:
al Academy of Television Arts &
Sciences distributed 24 Daytime
Emmy Awards in_non-televised
ceremonies at the Century Plaza
Hotel.

Performer ~ and  program
awards will be presented Thurs-
day at the 12th Annual Daytime
Emmy Awards, to be televised
nationally by CBS.

CBS received 11 awards Satur-
day, ABC won six, the Public
Broadcasting Service and syndi-
cated shows each received two,
and NBC got one.

| Today |

The state seniors golf tourna-
ment concludes at Hillcrest Coun-
try Club, Yankton.

A tryout camp conducted by the
Major League SCouLm%Bureau is
set for 9 a.m. at Sioux Falls Base-
ball Stadium.

Hoyt Wilhelm, Lou Brock and
Enos Slaughter will be inducted
into baseball’s Hall of Fame in
Cooperstown,

| Inside b

AIDS victims are rushing to
Paris for treatment in large num-

ers, but a French specialist in
the usually fatal disease warns
that the city is no mecca for
cures. — 3A

The General Motors Saturn
plant will be in Tennessee, two of
the state’s senators say, ending
eight months of speculation and
scrambling among the 36 states
vying for the plant. — 4A

Mocking the lowa lottery with a
satirical song has not won a state
disc jockey any friends among
lottery officials. — 8

Folk musicians Peter, Paul and
Mary, now miles and decades
from the coffee houses of their

youth, recently celebrated the
25!h anmversary of their begin-
ning as a group. — 12D

| Missing |

A Leaf River, Il
If you have seen this child or
information about this
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Sex for sale — and South Dakota’s buying

By ANNE WILLETTE,

PATRICK SPRINGER

and JIM RASMUSSEN
Argus Leader Staff

Sex is for sale in the towns that dot South
Dakota’s prairie, and men are buying.

Trading no longer takes place in the Wild
West era brothels like those that flourished in
Now, merchan-

Deadwood until five years ago.

On page 6A:

Conversation leads to dates
Not a victimless crime
J Profile of a prostitute

dise is displayed in bars that feature exotic

dancers. Satisfaction is promised by faceless,
nameless people who answer the phones at es-
servnces Transactions are com-

cort and datin;
pleted in mote!

And South Dakola continues to struggle with
prostitution and the prnblems it brings:
A man is murdered after
a bust of a Rapid City dating service on prostitu-
tion charges, and a contract is put out on the life
of a prostitute who helped the state finger the

November 1984 —

business.

June 1984 — A 60-year-old St. Paul, Minn.,
man is sentenced to 10 years in prison for put-

unrelated.

year in Ja»l and a

ting a 14-year-old girl to work as a prostitute in

Oclnbev 1984 — In one weekend, three out-
of-town men fall victim to ‘“‘hugger mu%gers in
Sioux Falls when the women they hire
steal their money. Police say the incidents are

March 1985 — The South Dakota Legislature,
responding to pleas from police officers in Sioux
Falls, Rapid City and Aberdeen, increase the
maximum penalties for prostitutes and their cus-
tomers from 30 days in jail and $100 fine to a

1985 — Aberdeen passes an ordinance
banning nude dancing in bars

arrests

or sex

May 1985 — Yankton passes an ordinance
banning nude dancing in taverns, but upponenls
gather enough signatures to force an Aug. 13
vote on the issue

Tom Del Gros
ta's criminal lnveallgalmn office, says the new
stiffer penalties should mean more prostitution
But prostitutes and pimps aren’t on the
most-wanted lists of law enforcement agencies.

Police officers say they must set priorities.
Next to murderers, rapists and robbers, sex ped-
dlers rank low in the hierarchy of crime.

But officers are quick to say prostitution, a
misdemeanor under state law,
They point out that u is inevitably linked to

the head of South Dako-

is a concern

: drug use and dealing, rob-

bery, assault, even murder.

Last year in the Black Hills, a man was mur-
dered after a prostitution bust that involved a
Rapid City dating service. And a murder con-
tract was put out on a prostitute who turned

Prostitution/See 6A

KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) — A
military coup overthrew President
Milton Obote’s civilian government
Saturday following a month of trib-
al m fighting within the Ugandan
ar;

Obole 60, survivor of a 1971 mili-
tary coup by Idi Amin, was report-
ed to have survived this coup by
Brigadier Basilio Olara Okello.
Obote fled to neighboring Kenya
with two Cabinet ministers shortly
before the coup, according to wit-
nesses there.

By nightfall, sporadic shooting in
the capital had abated and the
rebel forces under Okello appeared
to have established contror

Pro-Obote soldiers reportedly
took hostage some soldiers from
the Acholi tribe at Kampala’s Ma-
kindye army barracks. The rebel
leader is an Acholi, as are most of
his soldiers.

Reports from the scene said
Okello’s supporters were trying to
flush the loyalists out of an under-
ground prison at Makindye. Am-
nesty International said in a June
19 report that civilians were illegal-
ly detained and tortured there and
at other army bases

At 11:30 a.m. Saturday a rebel
officer announced the ‘‘total end of
Obote’s tribalistic rule.”” Speaking
on behalf of Okello, he later invited
civilians to “join us at the city
square at any time’’ to celebrate.

But after looting broke out, a
dusk-to-dawn curfew was imposed
and nearby Entebbe Airport was
closed to both domestic and inter-
national flights.

he situation is far from re-
solved,” a Western diplomat based
in Kampala sai

In Washington, White House
spokesman Edward Djerejian said
all U.S. officials in Kampala were
safe and authorities were trying to
contact American citizens in Ugan-
da.

There was no announcement on
how many American citizens or
diplomats were in this East Afri-

Uganda/See 2A

Milton Obote

Idi Amin would

return if asked.

MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — Idi
Amin, who ruled Uganda with a
heavy hand for eight years, said
Saturday that he would help the
leaders of a coup in that East Afri-
can nation if they allowed exiles to
return.

Asked if he himself would return,
Amin said, “Everybody wants to
go home.”’

In a telephone interview from his
exile home in Jidda, Saudi Arabia,
Amin urged the new leaders to free
all political detainees and welcome
home Ugandans who left the coun-
try after he was ousted in 1979.

Amin said that if the army coup
leaders took his advice, ‘I will sup-
port them and I can work and con-
tact many countries to give them
support.

“If they refuse my advice we
would work to topple them,” he
added, speaking in English.

Amin overthrew Obote in 1971
and established one of the bloodiest
regimes in Ugandan history, kill-
ing hundreds of thousands of oppo-
nents and declaring himself presi-
dent for life.

Amin was deposed in 1979 by
Tanzanian troops and an irregular
Ugandan force. The former strong-
man generally remains discredited
in Uganda because of the social
and economic chaos under his
rule.

Army takes charge in Uganda

Uganda at

Capital: Kampala

Loganda, Swahili

the size of Oregon)

cotton,
banana, sugar

Population: 13.8 million.

Languages: English (official),
Religion: Christian, 63%;
tracitional beliefs are still common
Area: 91,104 square miles (about

Economy: Chief crops are coffee,
tea, tobacco, com, peanuts,

Minerals are copper, cobalt

Moslem, 6%;

More than 1,000 arrested in S. Africa

JOHANNESBURG, Soulh Africa

AP) — More than 1,000 p were
detained during South Afnca s first
week of a state of emergency, police
said Saturday.

The white-minority government
meanwhile scorned a United Nations
call for sanctions to force an end to
apartheid, the nation’s race segrega-
tion system.

News reports said black Anglican
Bishop Desmond Tutu planned to

seek a meeting with President P.W

Botha this week to discuss the crisis.

But Tutu, winner of the 1984 Nobel

Peace Prize, declined comment, ex-

Cepl to say he feared Botha might
rlou such a meeting for his own
tical credibility abroad.

P police statement from Pretoria
said the number of activists held
since Botha declared the emergency
July 21 rose to 1,035, up from 915 Fri-
day. Nearly all those held are blacks

On page 9A:
Botha gives warning
Whites call the shots

from local, grassroots civic associa-
tions and student groups, in an ap-
Earem police attempt to deal a body
low to the opposition after nearly a
year of persistent violence.
The statement said three riot inci-
dents were reported since Friday

evening, with no new deaths. Police
say rioting has subsided since the
emergency took effect, although they
have confirmed 15 blacks killed in
clashes since then

About 500 blacks have perished
since last August in unrest that led to
the state of emergency. Most were
killed by police, but many were slain
by other Klacks who saw the victims
as collaborators with the white gov
ernment

Pickstown
residents
get boost

By JIM RASMUSSEN
Argus Leader Staff

News from Washington had resi-
dents buzzing in the tiny South Dako-
ta townsite of Pickstown Saturday.
The residents may soon own their
own homes

A House-Senate subcommittee has
passed a bill to transfer Pickstown,
Riverdale, N.D. and Fort Peck, Mont
to local
control. | o > K
The gov- | N \
ernment
built all |
three
house P e
workers
at three Missouri River dams.

Tom Eimers, chairman of Pick-
stown’s townsite committee, said
news reports about the bill created

uite a stiramong the town’s 125 resi-

Sioux Fallse (
Pickstown

ents

““There's been quite a happy bunch
here,” he said. “‘It’s been the talk of
the town."”

The bill now goes to President Rea-
gan’s desk. If he signs it, the Army
Corps of Engineers will release con-
trol of the towns

‘I think it's great, super,” Elaine
Sellers, a townsite committee mem-
ber, said. “It means people will be
able to purchase their homes.”

Many of Pickstown’s residents
at Fort Randall Dam. The gov-
ernment owns all the homes in Pick-
stown, and rents them to the resi-
dents. It also spends $1.2 million
yearly to maintain the community

If Reagan signs the bill, the resi-
dents could buy the homes and start
paving their own streets. But first,
Pickstown must become an
porated community. And, the Yank-
ton Sioux Tribe still is interested in
obtaining the townsite.

Eimers said he thinks Pickstown
d in about 60 days
her the Yankton

Sioux will have hance to get the
town
There Bureau of Indian Affairs

would like to obtain the town for the
tribe. Simon Stevens, a BIA officer in
Aberdeen, said Pickstown falls within
the Yankton Sioux reservation bound-
ary. The Army Corps of Engineers
disagrees

Attempts to clarify the bill’s intent
proved unsuccessful Saturday. South
Dakota’s three three members of
Congress — Sens. Larry Pressler and
James Abdnor and Rep. Tom Daschle
— could not be reached

By KEVIN LOLLAR
Argus Leader Staff

Farmers Market
Sale offers food for thought

DeVrin said she tries to stay
r store prices and sold out in
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A Sex for sale

Sioux Falls, S.D

Sunday, July 28, 1985

Discreet conversations lead to dates with dancers

By PATRICK SPRINGER
and JIM RASMUSSEN
Argus Leader staff

It happens in South Dakota at places like
the Cockatoo Lounge, The Oasis and the
Kongo Klub

Casually, but quietly, patrons buy sex
from exotic dancers who strut on stage and
go from table to table to solicit tips

The language of commerce is discreet. A
simple question, something like, “Do you
want to date?”’ can start negotiations Yo
tween a prospective customer and supplier.

Customers can strike deals directly with
a dancer, or through another bar patron

who acts as a contact. A price — usually
$50 to $100 — is agreed upon in negotiations

drowned out by a blaring jukebox. Arrange-

ments are made to meet at a motel or a
house after hours

Dawn, a young Iuokmg blonde, talks
about her career z sips a Long Island
Iced Tea between sels She is one of three
dancers performing at the Cockatoo Lounge
in Yankton. It's Tuesday night, July 2

An aspiring rock singer, Dawn says she
dances nude to earn money and get stage
experience. She says her fiance doesn’t
mind

I told him I was doing this for training,
she says. “If 1 can take my clothes off for
50 or 70 guys, I can sing in front of a thou-
sand, easy

Dawn has half an hour before her turn
comes up again. Lori, another dancer, is
working now.

About 30 men sit at tables around the
lighted stage. Some wear seed caps and
blue jeans; others wear ties and business
jackets

During visits to the reporters’ table be-

* Aberdeen

* Deadwood
® Rapid City  mitchell o
Sioux Falls e

Yankton e

tween sets, Dawn talks about making
dreams come true. With her dance money,
she plans to record an album in October.
She says her wedding is scheduled for De-
cember. She says she is 2.

She takes a liking to one of the reporters.
He ‘la(sks her if she would like to party after
worl

“I don’t know,” she says. It’s time for

her to dance again

t a nearby table, the other reporter
starts a conversation with a customer. They
chat about the bar, the dancers. The report-
er asks if they are availa

The customer, a balding man in his 60s,

asks the reporter’s name and address. The
reporter complies, but the man takes the
precaution of asking for his,driver’s license.

Are you a cop?’” the man asks.

I II set it up for yol
The man talks with all three dancers,
pointing the visitor out, and returns to the
le. He promises to set something up and
asks for a beer in return. But the danc-
ers are apparently suspicious. No deal,
Later, toward closing time, Dawn takes
the first reporter aside. She ieads him
downstairs to the dancers’ dressing room, a
cubicle roughly 5 feet by 7 feet. She

Linpree
Profile of a

Couns
prostit

changes into her street cloth
‘How much to party?”” lhe reporler asks.
“Sixty,”” she says

It’s closing time at the Cockatoo, time to
go home. The reporters wait outside for
word about where to meet Dawn. Finally,
she comes outside and gives her address —
210 W. 12th St

She leaves with Lori in a Cadillac Eldora-
do. The reporters drive to the house. One of
them goes to the door to make sure the
women are there. They are. The reporter
excuses himself and leaves.

County records show the one-story wood
frame house is owned by Valgene Strat-
man, the Cockatoo’s owner. Yankton police
arrested three women for prostitution in a
raid on the house in the past year.

Sonny Critchfield, the Cockatoo’s manag-

Dates/See 7A

elors say
ution not

victimless crime

prostitute

By ANNE WILLEYTE
Argus Leader Staff

Sheree Duncan thinks of her 10-
month-old son when she peels off
her clothes in bars throughout the
Midwest.

She thinks of him when she
leaves the bars with men.

She thinks of the money she is
earning for him

Duncan is an exotic dancer and
a prostitute.

On a hot July night in Sioux
Falls, she slowly works her way
out of a dark-blue knit dress. A
song or two later, she is in pasties
and a black-fringed G-string.

Duncan teases the men sitting
next to the stage. She steals their
seed caps, smokes their ciga-
rettes, dances for each individual-
ly. Their thanks are dollar bills in
her G-string.

Her style is athletic, her moves
ﬂgilev There is nothing subtle
about the dance, no mystery. Sex
is what it’s all about.

er set over, Duncan sits down,
hot, tired and stiff. She hasn’t
danced in more than a month. She
stayed home in Minneapolis — her
son is cutting teeth — and saw
regular clients now and then to
keep money coming in.

Duncan’s son, Derrice, is in her
thoughts a lot these days.

sees him in nice clothes, a
comfortable home, private
schools. She hopes he’ll never
have to be on the streets.

“I'm not saying what I do is
wrong. It’s just that it can be a
hard life.””

Duncan says she is a business-
woman. She provides a service
that is in great demand. She's a
companion, a counselor to her cli-
ents. She says she helps keep
marriages together

“They love their wives. They
don’t love me, but most of their

something they want and (hey are
glvmg me something I like.’

“Tve ulways liked to work. My
mom told me when I was 2 years
old I used to go around and collect
people’s bottles. I always like
money. Always.”

The 24-year-old Duncan has
been in the dancing and dating
business for six years. She doesn’t
have a pimp, but pays an agency
to book dancing jobs.

Duncan can earn $1,000 a week.
Her best week ever: $3,500. In a
good year she can clear $100,000,
most of it tax-free.

“It’s the money. There s no
other reason that i do

Duncan makes $500 a week
dancing. Expenses, which she
tries m cover with tips, run about
$300. Money from dates is extra
income

The pay in South Dakota towns
isn’t as high as in other areas, but
most dancers don't mind. The tips
and dates are better.

Some dancers just dance. Others
plan only to dance but date when
men make lucrative offers. Dun-
can did both from the beginning.
She wanted the big money.

She doesn't enjoy the sex. She
classifies the male gender in a
single word:

“They're makmg the market.
We're not. If the men wouldn’t

Sheree Duncan on stage: She has been a danc-
er and prostitute for six years. She lives in

come to see it, there wouldn't be
dancers.

Duncan shatters stereotypes
about prostitutes. She came from
a good home and rarely uses
drugs. Her child was not fathered
by one of her customers.

Duncan remembers her child-
hood as a happy one. She grew up
in north Minneapolis, was a teach-
er’s pet until the fourth grade and
got straight A’s through the se-
venth grade. Then she became
bored. She bounced from school to
school before earning a General
Equivalency Diploma at 1

uncan’s mother worked two or
three jobs at a time. She never
drank or smoked, rarely cussed
and never had men around the
house. Duncan never knew that

money was tight.

She didn’t know her father. He
died in a car accident on the way
to the hospital when she and her
twin brother were being born.

Duncan’s mother, brother and
two sisters know about her busi-
ness. They shed no tears, she
says. They know she is strong-
willed and will work to be the best
at whatever she does.

Duncan figures she’ll stay in the
business another two. years. But
she’s heard that once a person
starts turning tricks, they never

stop.
She’d like to run a nursery or a
day-care center. Psychiatry also
interests her, but that takes a lot
of schooling. If nothing else, she

will volunteer to counsel troubled

Minneapolis and works a five-state region,
cluding South Dakota

Argus Leader photo by FRANK KLOCK
in-

eens

“I have plenty of goals and
dreams. As soon as I lose my
dreams and goals, that's when my
life is going to be done.’

goals now revolve around

her son. She says she is a good
mother. The Child’s father sees
him regularl

Fheraise dhavh a baby to get
home to, my llfe means something
to me,”” she

“My child = gomg to be a great
thing to society. I think he is
going to find a cure for cancer or
some!hini like that.”

hat about marriage?

Maybe. When she’s older.

“I don’t want to die alone. I
don’t want to grow old alone and
I don’t want to be broke.’

Prostitution: Sex for

sale

South Dakota’s buying

By ANN GRAUVOGL
Argus Leader Staf

She’s been called a scarlet
woman, a whore, a hooker, a harlot
— who lives in the fast lane, eats
fancy dinners and makes a bundle
on her body

He’s the john, the whoremonger,
the libertine, the man with a few
bucks to spend for a good time.

Many say that their union — a fi-
nancial transaction — is a victim-
less crime.

But Sioux Falls

Bill
Bishop

Mark
Weissinger

both may be victims of sexualll)
gone awry

Most of the women who choose
prostitution were sexually abused
as children and never learned how
they fit sexually into society, Mark
Weissinger, community services co-
ordinator for the Southeastern Men-
tal Health Center, says

The men who hire sex may be
trapped by a society that taught
them to look for self-worth and
closeness through sexual contact —
no matter who the partner, Bill
Bishop, director of Family Service,
says

No matter the motivation, the re-
lationship between prostitute and
client isn’t healthy, counselors say.
No one wins emotionally when sex
is divorced from intimacy

The glamorous side of prostitution
— quick money, independence, g0o:
dinners — only hides a disrupted
life, Weissinger, who’s counseled
prostitutes in New York City and
Sioux Falls, says

I think it’s really sad,” he says
They’'re already victims, and
they're further victimizing them-
selves The tragedy is that
they’re detached from one of the
most basic human experiences —
sex. They can only use it like you
or I would use a-monkey wrench.”

A pamphlet from PRIDE, a Min-
neapolis support group for women
leaving prostitution, says many of
the women saw their mothers
abused, were abused themselves or
both.

“‘When abuse begins early in
childhood, it becomes an accepted,
expected way of life, and the transi-
tion to the abusive life of prostitu-
tion is not surprising,” the manual
says

Rape is common, PRIDE says.
Incest isn’t unusua

In a Minneapolis study, a third of
the prostitutes interviewed were in-
cest victims; 65 percent had been
raped; half had been raped more
than once.

In a San Francisco study, 59 of
100 prostitutes were incest victims;
90 were victims of other child sex-
ual abuse. “‘In many cases, when
the women tried to tell an adult
about the incest or abuse, they were
not believed,” the pamphlet says.

The sexual identity of the women
was disrupted when they were chil-
dren, Weissinger says. When
they’re victims, little girls can't
choose their role, he says.

In addition to abuse, those who
become prostitutes often faced
other family trauma, he says
Maybe dad was absent for months
Maybe mom died, parents divorced
or the family moved frequently,
taking the child away from every-
thing familiar

The children who became prosti-
tutes lost a sense of control, h
says. So they learned to compen-

ate.
Sex lets the women influence

‘The tragedy is that
they're detached from
one of the most basic
human experiences —
sex. They can only use
it like you or | would use
a monkey wrench.?

— Mark Weissinger

someone, turn him on, command at-
tention, even though it’s often
meaningless, Weissinger says. And
the prostitutes feel respected — if
not by socially upright citizens —
by some husbands and the wild and
crazy guys.

“And that's more man they could
get leading dull lives,”” Weissinger
says. It's more lucrative than earn-
ing $3.50 an hour waitressing.

Bishop and counselor Morris
Patzlaff, also from Family Service,
say men may turn to prostitutes be-
cause it eliminates any fear of re-
jection. ‘‘Neither do you have to
deal with any kind of emotional
commitment,” Bishop says. ‘“You
don’t have to establish a relation-
ship. You can take care of it with
money, and that’s OK.”

Sex may reduce tension or pro-
vide recreation, Patzlaff says. It
gives a man a chance to control his
sexual activity — he pays the price,
so he can decide what happens.

Bishop and Patzlaff agree that

men won’t find what they’re
looking for when they pay for sex

Prostitution rarely helps a family,
they say. When a family is in trou-
ble, sex meets only one, limited
need, Patzlaff says. It doesn’t help
a husband and wife work out prob-
ems

Sex with a prostitute also won’t
provide the depth, closeness and in-
timacy that everyone wants from a
relationship, Bishop says. “Men
may think ... you pay $50 and you
get instant closeness. I don’t think
that happens,” he says

A prostitute probably won’t help a
man feel good about himself, Patz-
laff says. The exchange is limited
to a monetary bargain

Yet Bishop and Patzlaff agree
that mz\ybe prostitution should be
legal
i ndalt-woman freely chooses
prostitution and a man makes a
choice to buy sex, prostitution may
be a victimless crime, Patzlaff
says. If it were legalized, at least”
health problems could be ad-
dressed.

PRIDE disagrees.

““The selling of one’s self is dehu-
manizing regardless of how it is
done,” the brochure says. ‘‘One
form of prostitution is as destruc-
tive as another. ... The degradation
and self-destructive behavior are
the same, no matter where they
take place.”

Continued from 1A
state’s evidence in the case

The murder stemmed from the conviction
of Ross Jackson, who operated a dating ser-
vice in Sioux Is before moving to Rapid
City. Jackson is serving a four-year prison
sentence for procuring or promoting prostitu-
tion.

Detectives interviewed in Mitchell, Aber-
deen, Yankton and Rapid City say they do
not routinely make prostitution arrests.

Statewide prostitution figures are hard to
come by, but records kept by the Unified
Judicial System show that charges were
brought agamst 28 suspects for prostitution
lrom July 1, 1984, to June 30, 1985. Two cus-
tomers were charged with soliciting. The
year before, 14 were charged with prostitu-
tion, and one customer was charged wit
soliciting

Local law enforcement officials from Sioux
Falls, Rapid City and Aberdeen pushed for
zhc tougher penalties, which took effect July

1. They said they needed them to make prosti-

‘They pay their $100 bond and
see them again.’

they're gone. We never

— Dennis Kaemingk
Mitchell police

tution investigations worthwhile

Officers they hope judges follow the
Legislature’s lead. Too often, judges would
let prostitutes off with fines of $50 or $75 —
just the cost of doing business

They pay their $100 bond and they're

gone,” Detective Dennis Kaemmgk of the
Mitchell Police Department says. ‘We never
see them again

Sioux Falls police make about 15 prostitu-
tion arrests each year, mostly downtown.
Sgt. Bill Hoier says the arrests, and the
prostitutes, seem to come in cycles. “They
all seem to converge here for a while, then
move on

In Rapid City, police concentrate on arrest-
ing the men who are prostitution ringleaders,

not on the women who turn tricks, Detective
Dave Walton says.

““You take the pimp off the street,
you've done something,” he s

Prostitution is linked to exotic dancing in
several cities. There is a saying among po-
lice: Not all exotic dancers are prostitutes,
but all prostitutes are exotic dancers.

Aberdeen authorities say they have arrest-
ed prostitutes who came to town to dance in
local clubs.

E| ht muluuon arrests have been made
in een within the last two years. The
las( one was June 27, when a dancer at The
Oasis, one of five clubs with exotic dancers,
was arrested at a motel. She pleaded guilty
under the old law and was given 30 days in

then

Police Chief David Sauer says experience
has shown that prostitution goes along with
exotic dancing in certain clubs: ‘“To be fair,
we’ve got good people in the business. But
some need to be monitored more than
others.”

In Yankton and Mitchell, officers say danc-
ing is sometimes used by prostitutes as a
form of advertising.

However, detectives in Sioux Falls and
Rapid City say prostitution and dancing
aren’t necessarily linked in those cities.

Owners of taverns with exotic dancers say
they do not condone prostitution and take
steps to police their dancers. They say danc-
ers who sell sex are in the minority but re-
ceive a lot of attention because of their high
visibility.

Visible or not, prostitution will continue to
come under police scrutiny. Whether the new
law will deter prostitution remains to be seen.
Police hope so but remain realistic.

You 1l never get rid of prostitution,” Sauer
said. ““But you can't let it become something
that’s a parasite on the community.

Argus Leader photo by PAT SPRINGER
The Oasis in Aberdeen features dancing
nightly




