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CLASS TEACHES ABOUT
RISKS OF PROSTITUTION

“This program may save West Palm Beach police program
their life, literally.” enables first-time offenders to keep
GailLevine record clean and avoid conviction

By Jerome Burdi
STAFF WRITER

WEST PALM BEACH »
James Richards’ older
brother taught him the
ropes: “Get in the car with
the first white man that
stops and ask for a lot of
money,” he recalled.

Richards, 26, said he’s
worked as a prostitute since
he was 18 and pulled in
$1,000 on good weeks. It’s
the quick cash that’s addic-
tive, he said at the West
Palm Beach Police Depart-
ment, only steps from Clem-
atis Street, where the night-
life revelers helped him
stock his bank.

He got caught and was
given the option to keep a
clean record by attending a
four- to five-hour class held
atthe Police Department.

The class, Prostitution
Impact Prevention Educa-
tion, has been-a successful
one.

It began in 2000 and has
had 3,000 “johns” and pros-
titutes pass through its
doors. Only eight have been

é e rearrested on prostitution
el charges, according to or-
it iean Sun Sectiiel ganizers. The class is given
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after moving into a 7,600-square-foot building, center operators say they are running out of space. ;i‘e a%:‘::l e;‘lA e(::l'i er. p(?l(lls
month.

“The info and impact they
get during those five hours
is s0 overwhelming to them
and accept that their type of
behavior could have them in
harm’s way,” founder Gail
Levine said. “This program
may save their life, literally.”

Speakers from law en-

. forcement, mental and
Caridad 4 SBTYAEF x:;g:le" physical health experts, and
Health # . y at times a former prostitute
Cllnlc : families hoping to see a doctor. Outside, at least seven dark side of hiring a lady (or

5 others waited in cars or at a lunch bench. gentiEnany of the night, or
Where: The j - - This is just another day at the Caridad Health Clinic beingone. i :
7,600-square-foot ] 1 west of Boynton Beach, where the 12-year-old build- However, Levine said, the
building is at 8645 ing is ripping at its seams. program is more likely to
W. Boynton Beach . f “We are so crowded,” said Carmen Nieves, the clin- work on the men who pick
Blvd. icdirector. “We are oversaturated right now. We're us- up prostitutes. 3
4 ing hallways, we're using closets and we're using she  Horor , storles
Services: The i everything as offices.” abound in the class: a prosti-
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sk s ing and wondered if they would be able to fill it. the finale, there are graphic
at least six medi- : Gt . It didn't take long after the opening for word to photos of Hh ymipion of
cal examination rooms and six dental rooms, X-ray facilities, an immuni- spread among farm workers about the services pro- sexually transmitted dis-
zation room, blood-testing rooms, and a limited pharmacy. Italsohasa  vided atthe clinic, officials said. With the demand, the capes; i
comprehensive vision program, offers mental health counseling, chronic  center continues to add more services and has ex- ‘Wetell people ;ve e this
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scholarships, food and clothing. Until a few months ago, some patients would camp 50, Rpecia, e Lo

that they are able to realize

WESTBOYNTON » The waiting room is packed with lecture in the class about the

clinic has become Today the clinic, which serves 6,500 to 7,000 pa- tute with AIDS who bit a
Beach Police Agent Rob
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Afghanistan, Iraq veterans
can call 211 to get assistance

DELRAY BEACH

FCAT tutoring
offered free

Line

is link

to jobs,
transit,
financial
aid, health
services

By Brian Haas
STAFF WRITER

South Florida’s Afghanistan and
Iraq war veterans can now get spe-
cial assistance through the 211 so-
cial services referral agency.

A program called BrAlve (the
capital “A” and “I” referring to Af-
ghanistan and Iraq) can help vet-
erans and their families get finan-
cial, job and mental health help this
holiday season and beyond.

Dialing 211 in Palm Beach

and Miami-Dad
callers with op
who can give referrals to social
service agencies that provide as-
sistance through the BrAlve pro-

gram, !

“There are a lot of things these
people are coming home to: stress-
ors, on top of a very poor economy
and job market,” said Patrice
Schroeder, community relations
specialist for 211 Palm Beach/
Treasure Coast.

“A lot of these individuals might
not feel comfortable calling a gov-
ernment hotline ... we're a private
nonprofit, everything is confiden-
tial and we're highly trained,”
Schroeder said.

Schroeder said 389 Palm Beach
County veterans have used the 211
service through November this
year to request help, and the serv-
ice expected more callers in De-
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‘The recently formed Delray Beach
Public Library Teen Advisory
Board will offer free FCAT tutoring
for third-, fourth- and fifth-graders
inJanuary and February.

Tutoring will be provided Mon-
days and Wednesdays from 4 to 5
p.m. and Saturdays from 1to 3
p.m. at the library, 100 W, Atlantic
Ave, Classes start Jan. 4. Space will
be limited to the first 12 students
whosign in per day.

Subjects will be math, science,
and writing. For more

reading
+ information, contact Loanis

Menendez-Cuesta at loanis
.menendez@delraylibrary.org or
call 561-819-6299. — C. Ron Allen
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Only eight class grads
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have beenrearrested — SEc=mEs

McGinley said. “These prosti-
tutes don’t like them, they
don't think they're attractive,
they’re using them as a means
to feed their habit.”

The program is available for
anyone with a previously
clean criminal record who is
arrested in Palm Beach
County. The arrest still shows
up on the record, but it can be
expunged and there is no con-
viction. Inaddition to the class,
people who opt to take the
PIPE program have to take a
sexually transmitted. disease
test.

Police say drugs and prosti-
tution are the two most com-
mon complaints they hear
about and are crimes that help
bring down a neighborhood.
They feed other crimes, police
say, such as robbery and even
murder.

In fact, it was the rampant
prostitution along Dixie High-
way in West Palm Beach in the
1990s that helped push Levine
— who worked with the State
Attorney’s and Public Defend-
er’s offices — to develop the
program.

The men in the class de-
clined to be interviewed, but
seemed to be affected by the
STD photos the most. They
were making sounds of dis-
gust upon seeing the deformi-
ties and degeneration that the
“social” diseases can cause in
the body.

For more information on PIPE, visit
wpbpolice.org/pipe.php.

Jerome Burdican be reached at

jburdi@SunSentinel.com or
561-243-6531,
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Dr. Joaquin Garcia talks about sexually transmitted diseases with people attending the
Prostitution Impact Prevention Education program in West Palm Beach.
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am.
t02:30pm., Nuuuaymnamrmmsmeuocemem West
Palm Beach. Free. Call 561-969-3432.

Sunday
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BroNardcounﬂes'aIla@swe‘wm call 561-361-9091 to register.

9 S01NE
26" Ave., Boynton Beact 1ea emsrtalmnent by Sheila
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'Yoga with live music, see: com, 9:30to 11am,

see www.yogafox.com,
Colony Hotel and Cabana Club, 525 E. Atiantic. Ave Deimyseecn
$200r class card, or membership. Call 561-; 7031236,
Monday
Duplicate bridge, AcBL,12:30p.m,,Tem‘pleshaarsishaorn,
7,

Call 561-385-8666.

Mah jongg, every Monday for intermediate and advanced
players, 12:30to 2:30 p.m., Mae Volen Senior Center, 1515 W.
Palmetto Park Road, Boca Raton. Free. Call 561-395-8920.
“Meet the Author: Anthony Plantieri,” 4 p.m,, Highland
Beach Library, 3618 S. Ocean Bivd., Piantieri, a member of Ford-

book “PONT. MAX: Summer Sojourn in the Rome of the Popes.”
Free. Call 561-278-5455.

A 7t08:30pm,
ity Center, Free.Call
561-393-7807.
ail Cheryl Amico, 3335w
12th Ave. FL 33442, 0r om.

Recycle your Christmas tree

Delray Beach is sponsoring the “Recycle Christmas
Tree Program.”

Until Jan. 11, residents that do not have curbside
vegetation pickup, can drop off used Christmas trees
free of ornaments, tinsel and lights to Knowles Park,
1001 S. Federal Hwy.; Barwick Park, 735 Barwick
Road; Miller Field, 1905 SW Fourth Ave.; and Orchard
View Park, 4060 Old Germantown Road. Call
561-243-7138. — Cheryl Amico

Mark Randall, Sun Sentinel
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Boca/Delra
American Heritage School

SCHOLARSHIP EXAM

Four-year full or
partial academic
scholarships
will be awarded to
Students entering
ninth grade.

Saturday
February 20, 2010
8:30 a.m.

College Preparatory School
for bright average to gifted students in PK3 - Grade 12

American Heritage School will award full or partial academic scholar-
ships to high-achieving eighth graders entering ninth grade for the
2010-11 school year. To register and obtain details call 561-495-7272
Ext. 215. Students must be registered to take the exam. Do NOT use
the application posted on our website. For more information about
American Heritage School, visit www.ahschool.com.

* College Counseling from Middle School Through High School
* Low Student|/Teacher Ratios ® College Prep, Honors & AP Courses

® Pre-Med & Pre-Law Programs ¢ High-Tech Computer Labs

* Award-Winning Fine Arts, Key Club and Debate Programs

® Athletic Teams for all Major Sports (with a “no-cut” policy)

¢ 40-Acre Campus  Olympic-size Pool ® Tennis Courts ® Gymnasium
* After-School Enrichment & Extended Care
* Financial Aid & Bus Transportation Available
® Accredited by SACS & AISF

New additions to our 40-acre campus include a 10,000-sq. foot
Media Center, a $7 million Fine Arts Center, a state-of-the-art
Science Building, and dozens of new classrooms, including a mock
courtroom for our Pre-law Program.

6200 Linton Boulevard ¢ Delray Beach, FL 33484
561-495-7272 www.ahschool.com




