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Officials
warn of
shakes

By Yvette Urrea
Staff Writer -

It's snake season and South
Bay residents need to be wary of
any chance encounters, according
to local animal control and fire
department officials.

While there have been no re-
ported snakes bites in the South
Bay this season, officials stressed
that the key to avoiding being bit-
ten is to take precautions and
react appropriately if residents
encounter a snake.

Bonita-Sunnyside Fire Protec-
tion District Capt. Scott Walker
said the unseasonable hot weath-
er in San Diego could contribute
to more encounters because the
snakes like to either bask in the
sun or cool off'in the shade.

“This year has been very active
8o far,” he said in regard to calls
the fire department has received
to remove snakes from resident’s
back yards.

Walker said the department
goes out on very few snake bites
altogether, But firefighters have
gone ‘out on at least 12 calls to a
Temove a- snake
hoime. or Wnuﬂmn‘g this

season;

He said Bonitans especially
stand a better chance of a snake
encounter  because the city is
more rural and many homes
interface with wilderness area.
Humans are encroaching on their
land, Walker said.

Meanwhile Chula Vista Fire
Department Capt. Rod Hastie
said it appears to be a very aver-
age season in Chula Vista. Cer-
tainly, he said, the city is more
urban but there are some homes
that are built along canyons, and
that is where a resident might
encounter a snake.

Walker said of the snake bites
victims firefighters have helped,
the bite has usually happened
when the victim stepped right on
or right next to a snake or were
trying to catch it.

Snakes are active throughout
the year but are less active in
winter, according to Lt. Heidi
Burke of the Department of Ani-
mal Control’s South County Shel-
terin Bonita.

Burke said she has not noticed
an increase in the calls the shel-
fer receives to remove snakes, but
said there are more rattlesnakes
out at this time of year because
there ar¢ new rattlesnake babies.

She said even though baby
snakes’ venom is:the same po-
tency as adult makes the babies

Please see Snakes: A 5
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City volunteers honored by Chula Vista

By Y
Bl wesiarrea

Every Wednesday, Chula Vista
retirees Don and Penny Berridge
head over to the Norman Park

Senior Center where theyspend.,

the better: part ‘of their day vol
unteering.

Similarly, on:* Thursdays,
20-year-old Leéslie Cowlings
shows up ‘at the Chula Vista

about six hours without pay.

It is an.éxperience all three say
gives them wgense of purpose and
feeling of being neededt

Mayor Shirley Horton recently
thanked city ' volunteers in 3
ceremony, to honor the;many peo:
ple who give their time and ser-
vice to various areas in the city,

More than 200 people showed
up at the Norman Park Senior
Center, but according to training
coordinator Toni McKean, the

city has closer to 1,000 vol-
ynteers.

This ig including everyone from
socger coaches to board commis-
sioners to literacy tutors to office
xolj rs,. she  said. Amung

o8P, \’9

work for the Senior Volunteef
trol, Citizens. Adverslt.y Snvi)o
Teami, (CAST), the Chula Vista

i Nature Center, the animal shel
Animal ‘Shelter .and works for '

racy
q"eam and the historical m[ueum

it “be. anyone

high, qc)lool student to Hrees
and, even professional

offera lpeclal skill.

“In, many, cases (thes§ vol-
inteers) are. absohitely vital to
performing services that we'need
done but can’t hire people to do,”
McKean said.

The - Berriges have lived in

47 Cents Plus Tax

‘Johns’
cited
in NC

By Theresa Delia
Staff Writer

Six men were arrested in:
National City for solicitation of
prostitution during a Police De-+
partment sting. The sting was set.
up to curb the activity along the’
Roosevelt Avenue area. .

Those arrested were Nathan:
Thomas, Wayne Vandenberg,:
Peter Tapia, Richard Bell, Clar-;
ence French and Russel Varney.
Each was issued a citation and
released with a date to appear in
court.
The sweep was conducted by
six officers, Lanny Roark, Da-
mian Torres, Pat Kelley, Graham
Young, Levi Hart and Laura
Morabe, a decoy on loan from the
harbor police.

Morabe, dressed in revealing
clothes, stood on a street corner
and approached men. She asked
them if there was anything they
wanted. Some individuals allege-
dly asked for one or more sex acts.
They agreed on a price and 'went
back to the motel room, which
was arranged with the motel
owner’s permission.

In the room, three police offi-
cers waited in a darkened bath-
room for the signal from the de:
coy. They jumped out of the bath+
tub and arrested the suspect.

The whole time, Morabe was
wired up with a microphone. Her
movements were constantly
monitored by not only the officers=
in the room, but also by two mar?
ked units and Hart, the officer
waiting in a van outside the
motel.

“The wire is totally for her own
protection,” Roark said. He said it
is necessary to keep in contact
with the decoy in case anyone
tries to hurt her.

The first man Morabe approa-
ched didn’t have enough money.
He said he was going to the au-
tomated teller machine to get
more.

One suspect allegedly agreed
on a price of $40. He asked her
several times if she were a cop.
She told him she wasn’t. He and
Morabe then went back to the ho-
tel room. After giving the officers
acode, the arrest was made.

The tedious process of taking

Chula Vista Mayor Shiriey Honoﬁ congratulates (left to. right)
Noreen Grant, Lucy Davison, Paula Marin and Erna Lenihan.
Chllll Vista for 30 years. Don Penny worked in finances for the

as an accounting man-
ager for 32 years at Rohr and Please see Volunteers: A-4

Sweetwater Union High School

, fingerprinting and
photngmphmg the subject then
took place.

Roark said the charge is a mis-
demeanor. If convicted, the

Please see Arrests: A4

Conjoined twins delivered at a Chula Vista hospital to Mexican parents

By Yvette Urrea
Staff Writer

Obstetrician Jorge Arce, who
delivered a Tijuana woman'’s con-
joined twins at Scripps Memorial
Hospital Chula Vista, -said de-
spite all the excitement in the
communif ui about the birth, it
was a trouble-free operation.

The incidence of conjoined
twins is 1 in 30,000 to 100,000,
according to medical books. Arce
said what makes the birth excit-
ing to the community is that (con-
joined twins) are not common.

The twin boys, who have not

been namgd yat, were hﬁm\ few; termime whether" they can besuc- in 1976, 19 of 22 sets of twins
by € ‘”“‘m

secuon “last Thursday' afternoon

to Andrea and Roman Moreno;

They are.joined at the sternum

anrd share a liver, Arce said. The:’
infants were lmﬂﬂdllhl ly trans-

ferred to UC:!
Infant Spécial!
lerest. Moreno - remainedi s
Scripps Chula Vista until Suf
when she wak discharged.
Friday, UCSD- Medical Cenhr
officials said the twins were in
stable condition and would be ful-
ly assessed by physicians tu de

edical Centers|,

Centerin Hil=i

Pnhti'lmary tests showed that
thoy ‘only shared 4 liver and had

were. tuecud\llly separated.

He said Moreno was referred to ©
3 byomofhi-p‘ﬁenu who is
of hers. Moreno, 24,

‘, cond_opinion -bout where she
" should try to deliver the twins be-
' cause: Tijuana doctors had told

her they might need to send her
to Mexico City where better me-
dical technology iz available:
“From a human point of view,
she wants to have the best skills
she can for the babies,” Arce said.

H; md“;h: ran ln':.] own. tests to
confirm origi m
and determined ﬂ':‘: thei
were progressing
healthy, with no other
complications, und were normal
size.

Recently, he said, Children's
Hospital had offered to send a

medical team to Tijuana to de-:
liver the babies for her. He said:
he was seeing her on a weekly;
basis because of her high-risk:
pregnancy and was in the middle.
of telling her about this option.
when she began to go into pre-;
mature labor. A

‘I knew that they were healthy .
babies, a good size and I felt very;
confident with doing the opera-:
tion here. We have a first class fa-:
uhty and support staff,” Arce;
said, 'Rveryﬂnng went smooth]y,
no complications.”
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South Bay’s economic outlook
is brighter than most areas

San Diego County is widely considered

to be in its best eoonomic shape of the last

five years. Ei

Ripilds

Editorial

t is up.

related industries are busy fora change.

The South Bay is poised to share in the
bounty. Never has the future of the South
Bay seemed brighter, with the ARCO
Training Center in place, an amphitheater

planned, major transportation improve-

ments ready to go, high-tech industry
taking root, retail chains opening new
Etores almost weekly, and residential and

commercial growth expected to continue
with the annexation of Otay Ranch lands.
Even Rohr, which has downsized in recent
years, is hmng again.

It’s a good time to live and work in SanA
Diego County. It's an even better time to
be alive in the South Bay.

District to observe anniversary

Thousands of students, tea-
chers, parents and other resi-
dents of the National School Dis-
trict will gather at Kimball Park
on Saturday, June 1, to celebrate
what two teachers and 17 stu-
dents started in a small gable-
topped building on National
Avenue a little more than 125
years ago.

Actually, the opening of the
Rancho de la Nacion School Dis-
trict on Jan. 4, 1871, was not the
first public education event in
National City.

Sarah Kimball and Mary Cope-
land had been teaching a handful
of students in the community
since 1868, nearly three years
earlier. However, the 1871 date
places what is now the National
School District as the second
oldest of San Diego County’s 43
school districts.

- Obviously, much has changed
ina century and a quarter. To-
day, the district has grown to
6,300 students being taught by
240 teachers in 10 K-6 schools.
Along the way, our schools have
achieved several local and even
national educational distinctions.

The first free kindergarten
class in California opened in
April 1889 with 17 students in a
renovated home at 2nd Avenue
and 11th Street. One of the two
teachers drove a horse-drawn
wagon about National City each
day to pick up the children.

Over the decades, National
School District has become rec-
ognized throughout the nation for
its leadership in bilingual edu-
cation, early intervention, pres-
chool education, child nutrition

George
CAMERON

National Superlnlndont

programs, and our widely-
acclaimed “Parents as Teachers”
program.

There is much for which our
schools can take pride, and that’s
what June 1 is all about. The
126th anniversary extravaganza
will be an all-day occasion for our
schools to celebrate our history
and, just as important, who we
are and what we're accomplishing
to

day.

Each school will have an oppor-
tunity to showcase its student
work and highlight our efforts in
writing, math, science and tech-
nology.

In addition, 10 of our commun-
ity partner agencies — including
the MAAC Project, New Begin-
nings Family Resources Center,
Committee to Reclaim Our
Neighborhoods, National City
Family Clinic, ‘Paradise Valley
Hospital, National City Chamber
of Commerce, Children’s Hospi-
tal, Girl Scouts, Sweetwater
Kiwanis Club and the Rancho de
la Nacion Optimist Club — each
will have an informational and
display booth.

A highlight of the 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. event will be a free book
giveaway sponsored by the

Volunteers

Continued from page A-1
District. They have been vol-
ﬁnmring for four years.

% Penny is the treasurer for the
Chu.ls Vista Senior Club at Nor-
man Park and a trip guide. Don
#lso works as a trip guide and
herever he is needed.

. “When you're a senior, you

have to have something to do. I
ike peoyla and being around

. Penny said, “It's

Cowlmg, who is learning disa-
‘led said besides getting job ex-
penence at the animal shelter,
glw enjoys being around everyone

ere.

+ “It makes my day,” she said. “I
love animals and I want to do
.omething for the community.”

Bill Will, animal control opera-
tions manager, said Cowlings
gets to try her hand at clerical
york, handling animals and

eleaning the cages. She been
Munmrlu, he said, (0
r riow and in
oh there has seen a real im-

provement in her spirit. When
she first started working there
she was quiet and withdrawn and
now she is outgoing and confi-
dent, he said.

Sgt. Buddy Magor of police ad-.

minigtrative services, said the 85
Senior Volunteer Patrol members
and the 56 CAST members are a
tremendous help to police. Patrol
members assist in traffic control

operations and CAST members

provide emotional support to vic-
tims.

City Clerk Bcvlrly Authelet
una the E.r:nu one of her vol-
1 Goris, who is input-
g dlu from the city’s manual
legislative history onto a com-
Fuw system. Currently the in-
formation is on. 5-by-8 index
cards. Those date back to 1911
hen the city was first estab-
lished. As a result of this p:
she said, they will now be
do acomputer search instead.

's wonduﬁll,h'jmdm

National City Public Library hs
part of its Reading Is Fundamen-

tal program. 4 X
Hai student will'be' given's'

coupon by his or her classroom
teacher to bring to the event and
redeem for a . During
the day, there will be band and
brass ensembles, chorus concerts,
Ballet Folklorico dancing exhibi-
tions, technology demonstrations,
chess club challenges, and a wide
variety of international food
booths, sponsored by the parent
groups from each school.

Our National City Parks and
Recreation Department will also
be on hand to coordinate youth
activities as will the National
City Police and Fire Depart-
ments.

The June 1 extravaganza will
be a memorable event. Our
schools have much to be proud of
in terms of academic achievement
and cultural diversity. The pride
we have extends wel{beyond the
boundaries of our school district
and needs to be shared through-
out the community.

All who are participating prom-
ise to make June 1 a wonderful
celebration of 125 years of rich
history and a bright future
ahead. Everybody who wants to
see a success story in quality pu-
blic education and talk to the tea-
chers, students, stafl and parents
who've made it happen is invited
to join us at Kimball Park that
dgg. We think you'll be glad you

Cameron is superintendent of
the National School District.

" ahotel be b

, i8 proposing to allow
1t on site and that it
lpv- first priority over 1,500 tee

per month, as well as con-
tml over oﬂur aspects of the faci-
lity. Instead of the course benefit-
ing the community, it will be tied
up by a money-making corpora-
tion, which vn] mmue fees and
cater to f-t visitors

Letters R e reaptaring the Plan-
: ning nariment wl:o‘ Tnow worl
..:l‘hmhlh_oﬂc:lht g‘l v’h.ﬁou -mg;uu £
columns on R Tonger
. &mm pronounce the words citizen or
:muﬂ":uul not necessar- | voter.
News m::l. in the Chuhgl-x
are
editorials. -
arke Warship leakage will
2 endanger children
Ties' and, i ral, 1 hiope The Star-News will cover
ith oo by i Forarie, o i deti the plan o home base
even refurbish old ones? This will Di B.lld“fy' Vi nwhiu i

not solve .any problems what-
soever. Pourlng more money into
new buil 3

1 can think of at least a dozen
other ways this projected $300
million could be put to a better
use if people were so inclined to
do with less by voting for higher
taxes.

The average American pays
more now in taxes than they
lpend for clo?.hing food and shel-

The bottom line is,

rather than the community
members it belongs to.

It seems ironic that I read The
Star-News and see Mayor Shirley
Horton has an article saying the
city is committed to investing in
recreation, plugging all the good
things they are doing, but oh, by
the way, shie forgets to tell us
about their efforts to give our golf
course away.

T guess it is politics as usual,
only tell the pnblic what is bene-
ficial to your image. Well, I am
not buying into this charade, I
would like more of the community
to see this for what it is and to
write your il to let them

dont be stupid. Reject this end-
less stream of tax increases.
member you have the power!

Darryl Gorham
National City

Reader wants end of
special-interest pull

On Tuesday, May 14, hours of
Chula Vista City Council time
were devoted to the Otay
Ranch/Baldwin Company's Sec-
tional planning Area (SPA) 1 plan
for' a couple of hig!l-dal}li?y \:l‘e-

know we don’t want them giving
up our facilities to make a buck.
Today it may be the golf course,
but tomorrow it could be our
parks and picnic facilities, or our
Jjogging and horse trails, or any
one of our other public treasures
that we enjoy and benefit from.

Mark Blakey
. Bonita

Tax increases should
(not be for libraries

For the record, I am against the
one-quarter-cent increase in our
sales tax rate proposed by the
Republican-dominated county
Board of Supervisors. Actually I
thought the Epubhanl mantra
was for lower taxes, or maybe
that is just corporate taxes? Here
are some of my reasons I am
against this ballotmomro

This body of g

called villages. How a rabbit war-
ren that has a density of 23 units
per acre can be referred to as a
village defies logic, if not reason.
But that's not the real screwy
part of this distorted use of coun-
cil time.

Amazingly, Baldwin wasn’t
droning about the virtues of this
monstrous high-density plan that
allows this private, nearly bank-
rupt, company to recoup some of
its losses, it was the city staff.
This strange, completely biased
system that the. city,of Chula
Vista ices when ideri

party in interest of course, and
the following week those mem-
bers voted to endorse it!

What does it mean to have nu-
clear ships in our bay? For one
thing it means that any acciden-
tal leakage of radiation will be
carried over Coronado, National
City and Barrio Logan by prevail-
ing winds, 87 percent of the time
from the northwest.

Toxic materials emissions will
endanger those most vulnerable
— the children.

Routine emissions of radioac-
tive cooling waters are dischar-
ged into the ocean by all nuclear
ships, and local fish are eaten by
San Diegans. In 1990, tests were
run on local San Diego Bay fish
and elevated levels of radioactivi-
ty were found then. Since 1990,
no further testing has been done
on fish here.

Another danger inherent in ac-
ceptance of a nuclear home-base
is that many more facilities will
be constructed for storage and
treatment of nuclear waste, and
according to plans afoot, the new
construction will be within yards
of an active earthquake fault!

This project will only succeed if
the residents of San Diego and
environs remain silent. It is im-
perative that our collective voice
is heard to combat this new
threat to our lovely city. So, write
to the Coronado Council members
and explain to them the dangers
inherent /in their decision, and
collect: their responses. Letters to

land use matters completely ig-
nores the citizens and what they
mny think about the future of the

cif

f;’l this long and shamefully
one-sided session, not once were
the citizens represented by the
city staff. Not one minute of staff
time was devoted to the tax-
payers and whlt they mlzht
think about

this inmau is for only five years.
Government has never in my
memory kept its word about end-
ing a tax voluntarily once it is
started.

In my opinion, libraries should
go the same route as any other
public entities such as Little
League, the Boys & Girls Clubs,
the homeless shelters, the Salva-
tion Army, etc., and that is by
private contributions, block
grants and fund raisers, but not
special tax programs.

As far as I can see, building
bigger libraries will not affect a
better job of educating our chil-
dren. I believe we have adequate
facilities now.

The timing is wrong. This is
just the wrong time to ask the
public to cough up more taxes
with gas prices skymketlng
unemployment as high as it is
and the state of the economy in
‘Qli‘iml]y, and this may offend
some people, but why would peo-
ple be so stupid as to take food out
of their own families’ mouths,
take clothes off their own fami-

Arrests

Continued from page A-1
offenders can get pmblhon. afine
Andmlybemqum to gmnn
AIDS awareness class. He said
those with a prior conviction are
automatically required to spend
45 days in custody. With two
prior convictions, incarceration
goes up to 90 days.

Another suspect was staying at
the same motel a few doors down
and didn’t let Morabe even get to
f.h:rukin lot before he approa-

lulm seconds, they
were back in the room and an-
other arrest was

“(Morabe) doesn't look like the
typical hooker,” Hart said.
A steady stream of men drove

uk':;horlflluwunmp
For those who nt uwuyl

went
md& aren’t charged but
Mﬁm‘iuvmm’-"

W

description matches the inter-
viewee, the information will help
later.
Roark said the area has a mpuv
tation. People come from all g
of the county because they know
they can get hookers very easily.
The last suspect arrested
knocked on the door while the one
before him was still being proces-
sed. He waited outside, was
brought in and then arrested.

“I's not the act itself that is so
bad,” Roark said. “It's everything
that goes with it. It's the drugs,

the acts of violence, ruined mar-

riages, disease.”

Roark said the city just doesn't
have the manpower to combat
this problem all the time because
there is no special team that
deals with this. These officers are
regular patrol officers on a special
assignment.

thase ndidune fom. sicing

individuals

2‘ N-:q;nl City, it is worth iﬂ
stops soliciting Y.

that's even better. 2

of people from out of town onto
microscopic squares of land, like
the tenements in New York City
with a fresh coat of paint and no
rats, yet.

Ask yourselves citizens, how is
it possible for the City Council to
represent you and I on such an
important matter if all they hear
is an unbroken litany of support
for this special interest project
from the city staff who are, theo-
retically, paid servants of the
pe%nle?ltinimplyimponihle.

2 members of the City Coun-
cil should not have to be remind-
ed of their duties and responsibi-
Tities to the citizens. Regrettably,
the council has consistently de-
monstrated a fundamental lack of
appreciation of the finer points of
representative government, and
have fallen into the habit of
listening to big-buck special in-
terests and ignoring the voters.

This fall, voters will hnr the
opportunity to sort throfigh a

our in Congress,
to Senator Boxer and to the
White House should open debate
on the subject.

We have to tell the nuclear in-
dustry that their product is not
welcome in our Bay — we are too
aware of the dangers.

Veronica E. Sissons
Chula Vista

District’s error leads
to teams’ elimination

In the Chula Vista area we had
two soccer teams compete in the
California Youth Soccer Associa-
tion-South State Cup. Both the
South Bay Warriors and the
Chula Vista Golden Hawks won
their games in the semi-finals.
Both teams were notified that
they were disqualified due to a
paperwork error at the district
level.

This is not fair to the boys or
their families, that traveled as far
away as Bakersfield to play. The
mistake was made at the district
level of CYSA-S. They should own
up to their mistakes and let the
two winning teams play, not the
third and fourth place teams. The
team the South Bay Warriors
gefentlod 7-to-1 are now the State

fresh slate of candid for two
City Council seats. Wouldn't it be
wonderful if the voters selected
some real representatives and

Donna Gomez
Chula Vista
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