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Around the Twin Cities

Minneapolis/4 of 10 suspects in cocaine
arrest plead guilty; another fails to appear

Folir of the 10 people indicted in
connection with a major cocaine
arrest in Bloommglon plcaded
guilty Monday in federal court in
Minneapolis. A fifth person, John
Ochoa-Crespo, failed to appear for
trial.

U.S. District Judge James Rosen-
bum issued a warrant for the arrest
of Ochoa-Crespo and ordered the
forfeiture of the $150,000 bail that
he had posted. Ochoa-Crespo, 24,
of New York City, was to have been
in court yesterday for jury selection
in the case of the other defendants.

Opening arguments in the case are
10 begin today. Facing trial are Ru-
biel Marin, 40, of Kenilworth, N.J.,

and four New York City resldcms
Dairo Jesus Rios, 32; Leonardo
Quitian, 27; German Rios, 34, and
Gonzalo Giraldo, 38.

Those who entered guilty pleas yes-
terday were Karen Bordonaro, 44;
Martha Sanchez, 34, and Donald
Sabella, 60, all of New York City,

and Helbert Betancourt, 34, who is
from Virginia.

Bordonaro pleaded guilty to con-
spiracy to distribute cocaine. The
plea agreement calls for a prison
term of no more than 10 years, and
five other counts will be dismissed.

Sanchez also pleaded guilty to con-
spiracy to distribute cocame and
also faces up to 10 years in prison.
Sabella pleaded guilty to interstate
travel to promote unlawful activity
and will have three counts dis-
missed. His prison term will not
exceed five years.

Betancourt pleaded guilty to aiding
and abetting distribution of cocaine
and will serve up to 10 years in
prison.

Authorities said 84 pounds of co-
caine were seized in September
from the group in Bloomington af-
ter it was brought by car from New
York. Marin allegedly was the
group’s leader.

St. Paul/2 charged in stabbing of couple

Two St. Paul men have been
charged in last Wednesday’s stab-
bing of an East Side couple in their
home.

James Warren Géar Jr., 18, 888 E.
Lawson Av., was charged with at-
tempted aggravated robbery Mon-
day. He is being held in the Ramsey
County jail in lieu of $30,000 bail.
Dennis Lee Knutson, 20, of 920
Case Av., was charged earlier with
agyavaicd assault. He is being held
in lieu of $10,000 bail.

According to a complaint filed in
Ramsey County District Court, the
two had planned to rob the home of
Susan Hanna and Steven Robi-
deaux. Knutson told authorities

that Gear believed that marijuana
was in the house.

Hanna let the men in, but once
inside Gear apparently began stab-
bing her and Robideaux, Knutson
said. He told authorities that the
knife was supposed to be used only
to frighten the couple.

The men ran out without taking
anything, authorities said.

Hanna was listed in serious condi-
tion yesterday at St. Paul-Ramsey
Medical Canter.

Robideaux was discharged after
hospital treatment last week.

St. Paul/Burned man in serious condition

A man who was severely burned
carly Saturday in a fire at his St.
Paul record store was in serious
condition Monday at St. Paul-Ram-
sey Medical Center.

Leon Harut, 55, suffered second-
degree burns on his face and third-
degree burns on his legs after a

woman reportedly threw gasoline in
his living quarters in the back of
Sensational Records, 625 W. Uni-
versity Av.

A woman was arrested by St. Paul
police and was being held on suspi-
cion of arson.

HMO critics pack hearing room

By Maura Lerner
Staff Writer

Two busloads of people from St.
Cloud packed a legislative hearing at
the State Capitol Monday as critics
blasted local HMOs for dropping
Medicare patients in rural Minneso-
ta.

Advocates for Medicare patients, sur-
rounded by a standing-room-only

crowd, asked legislators to help the
people who have been displaced, as
well as to prevent health mainte-
nance organizations from taking sim-
ilar action in the future.

“The amount of anxiety and despair
that's been caused by this action is
very, very difficult to convey,” said
Donna Walberg, executive director of
the Central Minnesota Council on
Aging in St. Cloud.

The hearing, sponsored jointly by the
Senate insurance and health subcom-
mittees, was prompted by complaints
about the decisions of four HMOs to
drop rural Medicare pauenls bccause

Medicare coverage, many are having
trouble finding supplemental insur-
ance to help pay the sizable bills that

icare won't cover, witnesses said,
And they have only 16 days before

they were
revised figures from the Health De-
partment, nearly 24,600 people in 28
rural counties will lose HMO cover-
age at the end of December.

Although all of the patients still have

of their HMO coverage,
which covered 100 percent of their
health bills.

“We just came down ... to make

HMOs continued on page 4B

Faithful pay respects to dying building

Seminary
to build anew

By Joe Kimball
Staff Writer

The old administration building at
St. Paul Seminary — a 93-year-old
building designed by Cass Gilbert
and paid for by James J. Hill — was
honored Monday afternoon by sem-
inary students, staff, alumni and
friends.

The building at 2260 Summit Av. is
scheduled to be torn down, beginning
today, to make way for a new admin-
istration building and residence.

A prayer service was held in the
building yesterday, followed by re-
flections from priests who had stud-
ied at the seminary.

A 12-foot-high gold cross was then
removed from the top of the four-
story building. The cross, which has
been a landmark in the neighbor-
hood, will be incorporated into the
new construction at the seminary.

“I'm sad to see it go. The building
holds a lot of memories,” said the
Rev. Charles Froehle, rector of the
school. “It’s a gracious old building.
It reflects that late 19th-century style
of architecture. But it's worn out.”

The building was part of the original
seminary, paid for by railroad mag-
nate Hill at the urging of Archbishop
John Ireland. It was designed by
Gilbert, architect of the State Capitol.

Froehle said the administration
building “bears something of a re-
to an old railroad station

St. Paul/More snowbirds to be towed away

St. Paul snowbirds, beware.

City officials say that if you leave
your car illegally parked during a
snow emergency this winter your
chances of getting towed are almost
cérfain,

“We will be heavily towing this
year, substantially over what we've
done in past years,” street mainte-
nance engineer Al Shetka said.
“People’s tolerance levels have
been reached.”

Information compiled from news service reports.

To cut down on the number of
parked cars getting in the way of
plows, the city will use 25 to 30 tow
trucks to move illegally parked cars
to the newly expanded city im-
poundment lot on Barge Channel
Rd., authorities said.

A ticket for anyone whose car gets
towed will cost $25, and getting the
car from the impoundment lot will
co% another $65 or $70, Shetka
said.

Complaint alleges NSP
has bias against blacks

A complaint filed with the U.S.
Department of Labor alleges that
Northern States Power Co. has dis-
criminated against blacks by not hir-
ingor promoting them.

From one man’s referral of more
than 30 blacks for jobs with NSP in
the past nine years, only one was
hired as a temporary, part-time work-
er, the complaint alleges. The part-
time worker was laid off after several
manths, while “a number of white
males” were hired for similar jobs
and. later many were given perma-
nefit jobs, the complaint says.

The selection process for promotions
also is “extremely vulnerable to bias
-md is obv:ously arbllra(y due to its

“We are an equal opportunity em-
ployer. We do have an affirmative
action policy that we follow.” Con-
trary to the complaml he sald NSP’s
affirmative action policy is active
and ensures that all job applicants
and employees are treated equally.

NSP has an outreach program with
community groups in recruiting mi-
nority workers, Macalus said. It also
offers a scholarship at Dakota Coun-
ty Vocational Technical Institute,
where eight women and mmonly stu-
dents get tuition and equipment for
training to become utility line work-
ers, he said.

The U.S. Department of Labor’s re-
gional office in Chicago will process
the to whether

bj y,” the says.

The complaint, dated last Wednes-
day, was signed by four individuals.

A spokesman for NSP said yesterday
that the company hadn’t seen a copy
of the complaint.

“When we get it, we will review it,”
said Sam Macalus, a spokesman.

the department has jurisdiction over
NSP, according to Zelma Neely, a
complaint monitor with the depart-
ment’s office of federal contract com-
pliance programs.

Before the department investigates,
the complaint must be determined to
be be a class-action matter.

— probably to reflect the way (Hill)
earned his living.” When built in
1894, it cost $26,000.

When the bulldmg is gone, only three
of the seminary's original buildings
will remain, Froehle said. Two are
dormitories; lhe other, the other, a
former gymnasium, now houses the
power plant.

The administration building was a
priests’ residence for many years. But
it had become more of a central gath-
ering place for students and faculty,
Froehle said. “It certainly has sur-
vived a whole time of change in the
church,” he said.

The seminary, which had been inde-

pendent, became affiliated this year
wnh the nearby College of St. Thom-
as. The seminary is now operated as
the college’s School of Divinity.

The collegc owns 25 acres of the
seminary’s original 32-acre campus.
The new administration building and
residence will be built on the remain-
ing seven acres, in the northwest cor-
ner of the original campus.

Staff Photo by Brian Peterson

A gold cross was removed from St. Paul Seminary’s administration building, which will be demolished.

About 95 percent of the priests in the
St. Paul-Minneapolis Archdiocese are
graduates of the seminary, Froehle

said, There are currently 123 sem-
inarians from 18 dioceses and three
foreign countries enrolled in the

school.

Kludt gmlty in sex case, gets ‘informal’ probatlon

State Rep. Kenneth Kiudt

By Larry Oakes
Staff Writer

After an unusual 20-minute court
hearing Monday in St. Paul, state
Rep. Kenneth Kludt was found guilty
by a judge of trying to buy sex and
was sentenced to a year of “infor-
mal” probation.

His attorney, Davis Ayers, said
Kludt's probation is informal be-
cause he won’t have to report to a
probation officer.

“I am not blaming anyone but myself
for the choices I've made,” said
Kludt, DFL-Moorhead, to Ramsey
County District Judge Donald Gross
before the sentencing. “No one but
me made the choice to let that lady

into my car.”

Kludt's deferred sentence, which in-
cludes an opportunity to ask after a
year that his conviction be expunged,
is not unheard of but is lighter than
most sentences for prostitution, said
Jerome Hendrickson, an assistant St.
Paul city attorney. “The vast major-
ity end up with convictions,” he
argued in court. “I don’t believe a
stay of imposition would be appro-
priate.”

Kludt’s attorney, David Ayers, had
argued that Kludt, 38, already has
been punished severely by public ex-
posure of his case.

“He’s been totally overwhelmed and
devastated by this matter,” Ayers

told Gross. “He’s embarrassed md
ridiculed in front of friends and fam-
ily. He decided not to run for reélec«
tion, he’s lost business and probably
will continue to lose business. And
his family? He may be losing them,
100.”

Kludt, a freshman legislator and law-
yer, said he started counseling in July
and attends Alcoholics Anonymous
meetings as a result of his arrest. He
is married and has four children
ranging in age from 1 to 5 years.

Conditions of Kludt’s probatlon in-
clude payment of $400 in court costs;
orders to continue counseling and a
prohibition against going to St. Paul's

Kludt continued on page 4B

Robbinsdale woman’s conviction upheld in daughter’s death

lly Steve Brandt
Stafl Writer

The;Minnesota Court of Appea]s has
uphcld a Robbinsdale woman’s sec-
otid-degree murder conviction in the
1986 death of her 2-year-old daugh-
ter.

Janet Ostlund was sentenced to nine
years in prison after her convlcllon
for unintentionally causing the
child's death by shaking her. She
maintained that the child died in a
falt from a couch onto a linoleum
floor.

In a decision to be filed today, the
appeals court said that a murder con-
viction may be based on circumstan-
tial evidence when the only infer-
ences from that evidence point to
guilt.

A dozen physicians, including medi-
cal examiners, called as witnesses
during the nine-day trial were divid-
ed on the question of whether Maria
Ostlund was violently shaken or fell.

Janet Ostlund’s attorneys argued that

prosecution experts offered insuffi-

cient medical opinion to prove the

death was a homicide. But the ap-
v

peals court upheld the trial court’s
determination that the state’s wit-
nesses qualified as experts.

The appeals court also rejected five
other grounds for the appeal.

However, Justice Gary Crippen dis-
sented. He said the trial court erred
in allowing several friends and rela-
tives to give what he called highly
prejudicial evidence against Ost-
lund’s relationship with her daughter
and other children.

Crippen said that testimony and the
conflicting medical opinion created
]

an extremely close case that should
require a new trial.

In other cases:

B The appeals court threw out a por-
tion of the sentence, but not the
conviction, of Michael Leo Frank of
Minneapolis for his part in the 1986
kidnapping and rape of a teen-age girl
who was left nude in a Rice County
cornfield.

Frank cooperated with police and
identified one of two other partici-
pants in the attack. Frank was sen-
tenced to 13% years in prison for
kidnapping and first-degree criminal

.

sexual misconduct, and three years
for second-degree assault.

His sentence was more than 3% times
the recommended sentence under the

tion taken by the Minnesota Bcurd of
Medical Examiners against Dr.
Rodger Kollmorgen for overprescrib-
ing drugs for a patient. That occurred
when he was medical director and
iatrist for the Five-County

state’s at-
torney contended that Frank should
not have received more than a dou-
bling of the recommended sentence.

Although the appeals court disagreed
with that reasoning, it said that be-
cause the sentences stemmed from a
single episode, separate sentences
were not permissible.

@ The court upheld disciplinary ac-

Memal Health Center in Braham, in
Isanti County.

The board reprimanded Kollmorgen
and fined him $1,000.

The appeals court rejected Kollmor-
gen’s argument that there was insuffi-
cient evidence against him.
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over names of members

LA federal appeals panel in St. Paul
theard an appeal Monday from the
-National Rifle Association (NRA) in
connection with its challenge of a
state law requiring it to disclose a list
sofits contributors.

+The court battle was created by the
4982 “Dump Spannaus” campaign
during former Minnesota Attorney
General Warren Spannaus’ unsuc-
cessful gubernatorial primary elec-
tion bid against Rudy Perpich.

b S0

iOourts have, in effect, upheld the
raling by former U.S. District Judge
Miles Lord that the Minnesota Ethics

in Government Act does not violate
INRA members’ constitutional rights
of association and free speech. The
ldw:requires political groups to regis-
+ter with the state and provide lists of
contributors of more than $50.

«Fhe NRA spent thousands of dollars

for mailings attacking Spannaus in
1982. It turned over its 1982 contrib-
utor lists and contributor lists for its
political arm, the NRA Political Vic-
tory Fund, in November 1984.

Yesterday an NRA lawyer, Richard
Gardiner, argued that the case should
have been assigned to the state courts
;nslud of federal courts, where it
ost.

Martha Casserly of the attorney gen-
eral’s office argued that the NRA
should not be able to appeal on the
basis of its own decision of where to
try its case.

“There has to be an end to this
lawsuit,” she said. “It's gone up and
down the federal court ladder. It has
to end sometime.”

The matter was taken under advise-
ment.

HMOS Continued from page 3B

vithem believe that we've got a prob-
“dem,” said Florence Husaby, who
joined the St. Cloud i at the

that problem. Two of the HMOs,
MedCenters Health Plan and HMO
offered

hearing. She said she and her hus-
thand were dropped by PHP and re-
jected by two other insurance compa-
.nies because of her emphysema.

'J' hey eventually found a new policy
— costing $2,400 a year.

But others haven't been even that
lucky, Walberg said. “There’s an in-
credible number of people that
haven’t secured coverage,” she told
the committee.

#The people we're trying to deal with
'now are the people with pre-exlatmg
conditions, who are having a really
difficult time finding coverage,” Wal-
berg said. Many insurance. plans
rejecl pauems with illnesses, or re-
quire waiting periods of three to six
months before picking up coverage.

o
.. Spokesmen for the HMOs, however,
said they've taken steps to address

new insurance to their displaced pa-
tients. The other two, Share Health
Plan and Physicians Health Plan,
lined up or located other insurance
companies to offer the coverage.
Those plans, however, provide less
coverage and can cost more than the
HMO plans they replace.

Sen. John Brandl, DFL-Minneapolis,
co-chairman of the hearing, said he
hoped it would send the HMOs a
me “that there’s still a very blg
problem out there.” He also said he
expected new legislation to prevent
the problem in the future. “Oh, I
think there’s definitely going to be
legislation,” he said.

Brandl scheduled a second hearing
for next Tuesday, to hear witnesses
who were unable to testify during
yesterday’s three-hour session.

' ,Woman hit by truck in Wisconsin dies

A Maplewood woman died Sunday
morning after being hit by a semi-
trailer truck near Somerset, Wis., St.
Croix County Sheriff's Department
oﬂ' cials said Monday.

Jody K. Quinn, 27, was pronounced
dead after being lrunsferred by heli-
copter to North Memorial Memorial
Medical Center in Robbinsdale,
Minn., nearly three hours after she

was struck on Hwy. 35, a mile north
of Somerset, at about 4 a.m.

The truck was driven by McKinnon
J. Gainey, 37, of Wintergarden, Fla.

A sheriffs office spokesman could

provide no more details on the acci-
denl yesterday, but said the investi-
gation is continuing.

diagnose, oﬁen defies treatment and
can drag on for years, leavings its
victims thoroughly fatigued much of
the time.

The_more serious form of the virus
received little public attention in
Minnesota until Gov. Rudy Per-
pich’s son, Rudy Jr., contracted it
about three years ago and went into a

prolonged recuperation that kept him
largely confined to the governor’s
mansion. He reportedly has im-
proved recently to the point where he
can make trips to the Capitol to do
volunteer work for his father's ad-
ministration.

Gardebring, whose department ad-
ministers the welfare and medical
assistance programs and is one of the
largest in state government, is serv-
ing in her third major position in the
Perpich administration. She previ-
ously was chairwoman of the Metro-
politan Council and director of the
Pollution Control Agency, and has
been praised by the governor as one
of the most capable people in his
administration.

“I feel real good today, but some
days I don’t feel so good,” she said
yesterday. “And when that happens,
1 go to bed early or I go to lunch and
take a little time off.”

“I don’t expect it to impact the de-
partment’s Iepslauve or administra-
tive activities,” she said. “Except for
the times when I'm not expected to
be in my office — nights and week-
ends — I expect to operate as usual.”

The best way to handle the illness,
she said, appears to be through “per-

Panel hears NRA appeal Gardebring cus s

sonal life-style management.”

“I'm told it’s likely to pass in a
matter of months, but it can go on
longer than that.”

Gardebring disclosed the illness to
colleagues after returning to work last
week, but refused to confirm or deny
the reports when reporters called
over the weekend and early yester-
day, sayins she considered the ques-
{llqns “an intrusion on my personal
fe.

“She’s always been very private
about her personal life,” said a close
acquaintances.

But Gardebring relented later yester-
day and spoke publicly “as a favor to
the governor’s office,” after being
contacted by Lynn Anderson, Per-
pich’s chief of operations.

Anderson said that she also had
talked with Gardebring last week and
that “I have no reason to believe she
won't be full time on the job and that
there won’t be any prohlem with her
running the department.”

In the past, when Gardebring has
taken leave from work, it often was
to go backpacking, white-water raft-
ing or mountain-climbing.

“I'm ordinarily a person of high ener-
gy,” she said, ““so this is very distress-
ing because of the nature of the ill-
ness. . .. It's very frustrating to me.”

GambIing cuused tom pge 15

ticket has not yet been pulled.

Most of yesterday’s discussion cen-
tered on relations between gambling
organizations and their landlords.

The board approved rules that would
seek reports on why leases are broken
or not renewed (often because anoth-
er gambling organization offers more
money for the location) and would
require that all rental obligations be
specified in leases.

But the proposals to limit rents and
stop bartenders from selling pulltabs
drew the most comment.

Of 2,000 pulltab licensees, “80 per-
cent would not be able to exist” un-
der the proposal because indepen-
dent salespeople would cost much
more to hire than bartenders, said
Paul Wilken, owner of a lounge in
Mapleview.

Barry Mowers, gambling manager of
the Little Falls Exchange Club, said
shortages there are “next to nothing”
because bartenders are responsible
for missing money or games.

If bartenders “aren’t running for us
right, we'll shut them down our-
selves,” said Dan Reis of the Carlos
Fire Department.

The board will consider the bartend-
er question again Monday, along
with whether to prohibit bar employ-
ees from buying pulltabs where they
work.

Nearly a dozen witnesses said land-
lords should be better-rewarded for
operations that may gross several
hundred thousand dollars a year.

The rules are to go through a formal
hearing process that could put them
into effect by next spring.

KLUDT: Trail had no
testimony, arguments

Continued from page 3B

prostitution district near the eastern
end of University Av.

He was arrested June 25 on suspicion
of attempting to buy sex. The episode
occurred while he was in St. Paul for
committee meetings and a special
session of the Legislature. He pleaded
not guilty and denied offering the
woman money or asking for sex. He
admitted that he let her get in his
car.

Kludt was found guilty after a trial
that had no testimony or arguments.
The city of St. Paul and Kludt,
through his attorney, stipulated lhal
the facts of several police reports
relating to his case were correct and
asked that a verdict be made on the
basis of the reports. On that basis,
Gross found Kludt guilty.

The reports say he drove up to the
undercover officer in his car, asked if
she was a police officer and said he
only had 50 which she told him

would buy an oral sex act. The re-
ports said Kludt drove away ard
came back before letting the woman
into his car, explaining that he had
driven around looking for poli
officers, He told her he was “lookif
for a shady spot” when they were
pulled over by backup officers. The
reports never quote him as specifical-
ly agreeing to a deal.

Ayers said in an interview that Kludt

preferred to be found guilty because

“He wanted to gei it over with

this was the quicke it way to do it.!
mecﬁa

didn’t want to be ¢ abj

attention for a full week.” iy
Asked why Kludt didn’t plud guilty,
Ayers said that he didn’t feel com-

fortable about doing ﬂm, since it
would require him to testify in detail
about the conduct in question. Ayers
refused to discuss whether Kludi’s
willingness to be found guilty meant’
that he admitted trying to buy sex.
“It would be improper for me as his
attorney to discuss specific facts of
the case at this point,” he said.

Sandstone man dies in one-car crash

A man from Sandstone, Minn., died
Sunday in a single<car accident in
Pine County.

Bruce Lee Johnson, 24, was fatally
injured after his car went into a ditch
about 2:45 a.m. on Grongon Rd., 3%2
miles west of Sandstone, according to

the Pine County Sheriffs Depart-
ment. Johnson, who was alone in his
car, was pronounced dead at the
scene.

The accident remained under investi-
gation Monday.
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