*%

Great Lakes wolves back
on endangered list. B2

Winner for Local

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2, 2017

Mayoral race off to a spendy start
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Three Minneapolis candidates have raised $200,000 or more in 2017.

By ADAM BELZ
adam.belz@startribune.com

Minneapolis has at least
three big-money candidates
running for mayor, accord-
ing to campaign finance
reports released Tuesday that
showed more than $1.3 mil-
lion has already poured into

the scramble for the top job
at City Hall.

Council Member Jacob
Frey leads the pack of can-
didates who released cop-
ies of their reports, raising
$359,879 this year. He’s fol-
lowed by Tom Hoch, who
raised $227172 over the past
seven months and loaned

himself another $226,000.
Mayor Betsy Hodges raised
$204,138 and loaned her cam-
paign $54,000.

It’s a stark contrast from
the last mayoral election,
when only two candidates —
Hodges and Mark Andrew
— raised more than $150,000
over the same time period.

But deep coffers have not
been the deciding factor in
recent mayoral elections, and
the race for leadership of the
state’s largest city remains
wide open because there is
no primary to winnow can-
didates. Under the ranked-
choice voting system, voters’
second and third choices will
also play key roles in deter-
mining the winner.

Hoch has been the biggest
spender, coughing up nearly
$300,000 already, most of it on
staffsalaries, payroll taxesand
television ads. Frey has spent
$244,199 this year, and Hodges
has spent $241,406. For them,
also, thelargestexpenses were
salaries and payroll taxes, fol-
lowed by consulting fees.

Mayoral candidate Aswar

See MONEY on B5»

Castile’s

father asks
for part of
$3 million

From prison, he asserted he
deserves part of settlement
in Philando’s death.

By CHAO XIONG
chao xiong@startribune.com

The fight for a portion
of the $3 million settlement
reached in the fatal shooting
of Philando Castile escalated
inrecent days when his father,
who is serving a life term in
federal prison, filed objec-
tions in court and asked for
$500,000.

Castile’s mother, Valerie
Castile, filed a petition in
court in late July requesting
that after her attorneys are
paid, the rest of the money
should be given to her — $2
million. The petition, written
by attorney Robert Bennett,
claimed that Castile’s father
was absent from his life, and
that he, five half-siblings and
otherrelatives made no claims
on any of the money.

Castile’s father, Phelix H.
Frazier Sr., disputed claims
thathe had no communication
with his son, who was fatally
shot by former St. Anthony
police officer Jeronimo Yanez
during a traffic stop last year.

“I'was totally blindsided by
[Valerie Castile’s] lack of com-
passion for both me and her
owndaughter, Alysza[sic],and
the decision to award herself
the entire settlement,” Frazier
wrote from a federal peniten-
tiary in Greenville, Ill.

In a letter written July 5,
Frazier made no claim on the
settlement and praised Val-
erie Castile for raising their
son.

Bennett filed an affidavit
Monday in response to Fra-
zier’s July 25 letter saying Fra-
zier ran a heroin trafficking
ring described by the Eighth
Circuit as “an organized and
complex enterprise.”

“Mr. Frazier is surely upset
about what happened to Phi-
lando,” Bennett's affidavit said.
“But his meager relationship
with Philando, hopes of run-
ning a successful modular
home company, and desire to
hire attorneys to help in addi-
tional appeals of his sentence
do not entitle him to any por-
tion of this judgment — let

See FATHER on B5»
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COURAGE AMID THE WRE

RENEE JONES SCHNEIDER - renee jones@startribune.com

Survivors of the Interstate 35W bridge collapse — 10 years ago Monday — posed for a picture with Minneapolis
Police Lt. Kim Lund at a dedication for a piece of the bridge at the city’s Emergency Operations Training facility
Monday. Survivors and victims’ families spoke of their struggles and triumphs, and Mayor Betsy Hodges lauded the
bravery of first responders who rushed to the scene that day. Story, B3. More photos at startribune.com/galleries.

By

U study
analyzes
buyers
of sex

They tend to be middle-
class, married white men
from all over the state.

By KELLY SMITH
kellysmith@startribune.com

Buyers of sexacross Minne-
sota tend to be middle-class,
married white men, and they
live in all parts of the state.

In an effort to shed some
light on the least understood
part of the underground sex
trade, University of Minnesota
researchers for the first time
have studied the demand for
commercial

sex in Minne- 26,000
sota and who  Estimate of
thetypicalcli- Minnesota
ent is. menwho

A 121-  have pur-
page report, chasedsexin
released thepastyear.

Wednesday

and completed by the U’s
Urban Research and Out-
reach-Engagement Center,
fills a gap in research having
to do with buyers.

‘While thereportdoesn’ttry
to quantify the issue, it uses a
national study to estimate that
26,000 Minnesota men — 1
percent of the state’s men —
may have purchased sexin the
past year, while 380,000 men
— 14 percent — have done so
at least once.

“As Minnesotans, we need
to be looking in our commu-
nity and what’s going on,” lead
researcher Lauren Martin said.
“It’s [buyers] who are really
part of mainstream society;
it’s leaders in our community
sometimes.”

Researchers, who combed

See SEX on B6»

By LIBOR JANY
liborjany@startribune.com

Medaria Arradondo took
another step toward becom-
ing Minneapolis’ first black
police chief Tuesday when
a City Council committee
enthusiastically approved his
nomination.

The Executive Commit-
tee unanimously, and with

little discussion, approved a
motiontoallow Arradondoto
serve out the rest of former
chief Janeé Harteau’s term,
‘which runs through 2018.

“He knows our city inside
and out and he knows our
department inside and out
and he couples that with a
vision for the future,” Mayor
Betsy Hodges said at the
meeting Tuesday.

Arradondo’s nomination advances

Public hearing, council vote still ahead before chief’s promotion is OK'd.

Hodges said that she was
looking for a “forward-think-
ing” leader who cansmoothly
steer the department, withan
eye toward repairing broken
public trust. Arradondo fits
that bill, she said.

Council Member Eliza-
beth Glidden agreed, saying it
makes little sense to conduct
a costly and time-consuming

See ARRADONDO on BG »

ANTHONY SOUFELE « anthony souffle@startribune.com
Acting police Chief Medaria Arradondo spoke with the media
after Tuesday’s City Council Executive Committee meeting.

By ERIN GOLDEN
eringolden@startribune.com

A longtime St. Paul state
representative and candidate
for state attorney general is
facing $20,000 in fines over
allegations that he misspent
campaign funds and that

he did not complete proper
reports on his campaign’s
finances.

The Minnesota Campaign
Finance and Public Disclo-
sure Board said Tuesday that
Rep. JohnLesch, an eight-term
DFL representative who was
first elected in 2002, did not

save receipts for five separate
bank transactions and that he
filed reports that lacked some
required information. The five
transfers from Lesch’s cam-
paign account to his personal
accounttook place overafour-
year period and totaled about
$8,700. After several years of
sorting through records, the
board said it had been unable

todetermine that those trans-
fers were reimbursements for
campaign expenses, rather
than personal deposits.

In a statement, Lesch said
he was “disappointed” with
the board’s order but glad
to sort out a matter that had
stretched out over several
years.

“I acknowledge that the

St. Paul DFLer is fined $20,000 over campaign finance violations

John Lesch admits inadequate record keeping.

campaign did not main-
tain adequate records of its
expenses,” he said. “The
record keeping, passage of
time and changes in campaign
treasurers made it difficult to
reproduce the details of trans-
actions that occurred between

four and seven years ago.”
Lesch said he did not use
See LESCHon B2»
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TWIN CITIES TODAY

Fading sun, stlll warm
7a: 66° « noon: 79

82° @ 60°

Precip: 20% » Wind: N 5-10

Unseasonably cool; heavy

64°

Precip: 90% « Wind: NE 10-15

THU - 8/3

FRI + 8/4
Drier; mix of clouds and
sun

76° {@ 570

Precip: 20% » Wind: NW 8-13

73°

SAT « 8/5
Some early sun; a few
p.m. showers

Precip: 50% « Wind: SW 5-10

56°

SUN « 8/6
Partly sunny; a late p.m.
shower

77° {@ 58°

Precip: 40% « Wind: N 7-12

MON « 8/7

Sunny and pleasant

80° @ 61°

Precip: 20% « Wind: SW 7-12

TUE « 8/8
Warm sunshine, feeling
good

820 @ 63°

Precip: 10% » Wind: SW 7-12

NATIONAL OUTLOOK

Yesterday's high / low: 112 in Redding, CA /34 in Dillon, CO

graphics provided by
uWeather.com

U.S. & WORLD CITIES « s-sunny » pe-partly cloudy » c-cloudy » sh-showers s t-thunderstorms » r-rain » sf-snow flurries » sn-snow »

TUE  TODAY THU

Albuquerque  85/66/pc 88/66/pc  89/64/t
Anchorage  63/5Tc  6L/S6/  G3/S6k
Atlanta 86/6B/pc 88/72/p0  84/69/t
Austin /B BT 95/TI
Baltimore  9/G4/pc 90/67/bc  90/69/nc
Bilings U625 TU/SUpc  T9/55/5
Birmingham  88/68/pc 86/71/pc  87/T2/t
Bismarck  B5/GA/s  G8/50/1  T3/ASfnc
Boise 95/66/5  102/66/5  100/67/5
on S0/67/5  BG6/s  BIEE/C
Brownsvile  S4/77/pc /T8/pc  4/T8/t
uffalo 83/65/pc BU/G6/pc  B2/68/t
Cedar Rapids  85/59/5  8Y/62/pc T4/53t
Charleston, SC 87/66/pc 90/70/pc  83/T1/t
arlotte  88/59/pc 88/67/pc S0/68/c
Cheyeme  B4/S6/s  B2/50/t  68/50/nc
Chicago SS/6T/t  84/68/pc  83/60/t
Cincinnati  B2/G7/pc B4/66/t  3/6T/t
Cleveland  88/63/pc  85/67/pc  85/71/t
Dallas 0779/ 88/72/0c 93/T4/pc
Denver 8I/500 88/56/ TafsAe
DesMoines  89/63/pc 89/68/0c  T4/56/t
Detroit S1/65/0c SS/68/t  8Y/G8/t
EauClaire 865t 8USIC 64/520
Farbanks  G6/S6/c  60/526  T0/52/pc
Fargo YGRS TSI TUSU/NC
FortMyers  89/77/pc SY/TIft  SU/TI/t
Galveston  S0/82/pe 86/76/t  8T/T9%t
GreenBay  84/62/pc T1/596  T1/S6/t
Honolulu  86/76/pc 88/76/5  88/76/pc
Houston Q/MYoc SIS BYT6L
Indianapolis  85/70/pc 81/66/t  83/65/c
Jacksonwille  7/68/oc S/t BY/TI
KansasCity — 84/61/pc S7/68/oc  T8/53/pc
LasCruces  83/66/pc S8/66/0c  SL/67/pc
LasVegas  108/87/pc 103/847t  100/82/pc
Los Angeles  91/69/pe OL/TA/bc 89/72/pe
Louisville  88/72/s  §1/10/bc  88/12/%
Madison  82/59/pc 8U/GIA T3/t
Memphis  85/725h 86/70/c  90/72/¢c
Miami DTS BB B/Rpe
Milwaukee  84/65/pc T9/66/0c  T8/59/t
Nashville  86/63/pc 8Y/G/C  91/T2/pc
NewOrleans  90/73/pc S3/T47t  84/T4/t
NewYork  OI/TUS S/ 86/T2/pc
Okla.Cly  T/65/t  89/65/0c 89/65/pc
Omaha 88/68/pc 86/65/0c  72/54/pe

Temperature forecasts are the highs for the day;
weather patterns are for conditions at noon.

us. TUE  TODAY THU
orlando 9A/T6/c 8T N/TE
Philadelphia  SL/71/s  89/72/t  89/TL/fpc
Phocnix 100/87/bc 10183/t 102/85/¢
Pittsburgh  s4/62/pc 82/66/t
Partland, ME  86/G3/pc T9/64/5  T8/63/pc
Portland, OR  96/62/5  107/70/5 106/69/5
Raleigh 88/60/pc 92/68/pc S/T0/oc
Rapid City, SO §7/57/5  T8/48/r  T2/48/nc
Sacramento  101/61/5 99/66/5  99/T0/s
St Louis 89/1/pc 91/Tfpc 9U620C
SaltLake City  100/69/5 99/71/5  98/72/s
San Antonio  97/76/pc 89/75/t  93/T6/c
SanDiego  80/70/pc 82/fpe SLA3/pc
San Francisco 75/54/pc T1/62/pc  S/63/pc
Sanjuan  90/82/pc 87/78Ah  88/805h
seattle G/60/S  OA/68/s  98/66/s
SiouxClty  88/64%  84/61/oc  69/AT/po
Spokane  95/62/5  95/66/pc  OB/6T/5
Tampa 89/T5/oc ST/ BT
Tucson WTIR TS 9I/T6/e
Wash.DC  SI/T0fpc 92/72fpe S2/T4fpc
WORLD  TUE  TODAY THU
Acapulco  S2/T8/pc 88/T5fpc 8S/TS/t
AddisAbaba  G9/54/t 71756/ T0/56/t
Amsterdam  72/55/pc T1/6l/pe TL/62/pc
Athens /75 QT8 9Y/TBS
Auckland  G1/46/pc S8/49/  58/A1/sh
Baghdad  118/82/5 123/89/5 119/85/s
Bangkok  95/Bl/pc A/t 4780t
Barbados  8G/BLAh 87/8L/sh  85/81/5h
BefjngCity  88/73sh 84/75/c 91715
Beloade  97/72/5  100/72/5  100/72%5
Berlin 86/66/6h  TH/66/pc  BY/GI/t
Bermuda  88/79c B5/19/t  85/80/t
Brussels T/5T/fpc TYEVRC  T5/59/0c
Buenos Alres  59/52/sh  61/42/oc  62/43/pC
/785 100/78/s  99/78/s
Calgary 66/55/  T0/S0/pc T9/50/5
Cancun 9N/82/pe SU/T8fpc 91/7%/pe
Caracas 81/T1/oc TI/TVoc  T9/T2/fc
Copenhagen  T2/61/F 0757/t 69/59/
Dublin 66/50/pc 69/55/r  61/52/5h
Edmonton  57/46/r  G8/A6/C  TS/50/pC
Frankfurt  SI/G4/t  BY/Gb/pc  S3/GT/t
N/63/pc BIEIN  V/GT/t
Guadalajara  S0/64/pc 85/63/pe BL/EL/pC

WORLD  TUE  TODAY THU
Havana 8/Tfpe /TIA 9/TT/e
Helsinki /57/0c 10555 T1/55/oc
Hongkong  93/82/t  S/Sa/sh 88/BIK
Jerusalem  90/72/5  S8/68/s  86/61/5
Johannesburg  60/43/oc 67/44/c  T1/46/pc
Kabul 01/70/5 95/67/5 S4/68/5
Kingston  89/80/ic 9U/BIS  90/BL
Kuwait City  121/98/5  117/%0/5  115/52/5
Lima 69/59/0c 6B/G1/pe  G8/61/pc.
London TS5/ Gef6Lh  T2/58/C
Madrid 0/61/pc SE/TLpc 100/75/5
Manila S/ SO/ 86/TE/
Mazatlan — 91/77/pc 88/80/pc  88/8/oc
MexicoCity  79/55/pc T9/59/pc 79/56/c
Mogadishy  94/74/pc 83/75/pc 83/T5/c
Montreal  81/59/pc 85/G5/pc 82/65/t
Moscow 79/62/bc 8U/GSs  T8/60/
Mumbai 88/79/5h S8/81/5h  86/81/pe
Nairobi T5/580c  TA6/pc 1257/
Nassau /TIf0c 95/81/pc 95/B1/5
NewDehi  87/80/t S0/ 91/8l/oc
oslo 69/52/0c TU/S/E  G5/55/0
Ottawa. 8605 A6t 80/62/5h
Paris 81/59/0c 81/65/pc 81/61/pc
rague GV/6E/S  BYEYE  8Y/E5/t
QuebecCity  79/S5/pc 85/63/pc  T9/64/c
Quito Al T6/45/pc T4/51/pc
Reykjav S6/50/c  59/50/pc  58/50/pc
Riode Janeiro 8I/64/s  84/69/5  81/68/5
Riyadh 15/85/5 1U3/83s  112/84/5
Rome. /685 /TS S/
Santiago  48AlC 66/ 63T
Sanjose  B2/G5/pc 83/65/pc  85/66/pc
seoul 92/IS/c T8 SBITT/C
Shanghai  93/79/pc 98/B4t  101/85/5
Singapore  90/82/pc 88/B0/c  BO/SO/t
Stackholm  T3/S1/5 TI/54t  TY/S6/pc
Sydney. 6/49/5  &3/5lfoc G5/5r
Tefran 9/1S/5 95/Tofs /T8
Tel Aviv /TS /T8 BT
Tokyo 8s/15/t 82/T\pe BY/T4/pC
oronto S4/66/t  84/66/pc  B1/68/5h
Vancower  T2/64/pc S3/64/5  85/6¥s
Vienna BT/ SWETA  96/TI/RC
Vientine  9y/79/pc 9378/t BS/TI/t
Warsaw B/I0/ B2CHA  85/66/pC
Winnipeg  TI/6Upe AT Ta/SL/S

in “Dangerous Laughter.”

WEATHER

with Paul Douglas

Video forecasts: startribune.com/weather
Paul’s blog: startribune.com/pauldouglas
Paul on Twitter: @pdouglasweather

What August? Cool
and rainy by Thursday

“In the long dusks of summer we walked the subur-
ban streets through scents of maple and cut grass, wait-
ing for something to happen,” wrote Steven Millhauser

August is a very good month to soak up a Minnesota sum-
mer: The risk of hail, tornadoes and flash flooding recedes.
The worst of the heat is behind us, at least in theory. Days are
still long, with enough humidity to beckon us to the lake.

Isee acool bias for Minnesota, Wisconsin and much of the
central U.S. into mid-August — more free A.C. on the way.
Enjoy low 80s today because Thursday will feel more like
early October, with highs in the 50s and low 60s. Models print
out1to 2 inches of rain Thursday, with a few afternoon insta-
bility showers spilling into the weekend. Plan any outdoor
activities for morning or midday Saturday and Sunday.

Drought deepens from the Dakotas into Montana. August
can bring rapid drying, but I don’t see that for Minnesota.

Don’t write off more 90s by late summer. Hey, the State

Fair attracts hot fronts.

TWIN CITIES TEMPS
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Average

$ Record @ Actual @ Forecast
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Yesterday High
Tuesday, Aug. 1 89°
Average 83°

Record 1988: 101°
This day last year 85°
Yesterday's snapshot (“estimate)

12am74 6am 67 Noon 8
3am 71 %am 72 3pm 8

Cooling degree days. 2017
24hrs to 6 p.m. yest. 13

13
Seasonal 512 616

67°
1962: 49°
70°

6pm 87
9pm* 79

2016 Avg.

8
479

i Precipitation
2 hours-6 p.m. yesterday  0.00"
Yesterday's record 2.03" in 1975
Month to yesterday X
Month record 932 in 2007
Above / below average 0.15"
Year to yesterday 18.90"
Above / below average +0.88"
81%  6am
Low 37% 5 p.m.

Worthington
79/52

International Falls
12/48

QB Grand Marais
3
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Brainerd
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80/60

AROUND MINNESOTA

oy TUE  TODAY THU
Albertlea  84/61/t  BI/S8/pc  65/50/r
Alexandria  82/68/pc T7/S2/pc 60/48/5h
Bemidji BUGO/E TS0/ 61/A8fc
Brainerd 83/62/5  T5/54fpc 58/48/sh
Detroit Lakes  81/63/s  T3/52/t  64/51/5h
Duluth 82/66/pc G8/AO/pe  SG/48/c
FerqusFalls  8I/6S/s  T4/SY/t  65/49/sh
Grand Marais  79/64/pc 65/53/pc 61/55/C
Hibhing 80/60/pc T1/AT/sh  60/42/c
Intifalls  80/62/t  T2/48fpc T0/d6/
Mankato  84/59/t  80/60/pc G1/49/r
Moorhead  82/61/s  T3/52/t  69/4%/pc
Redwood Falls 86/61/pc 81/57/pc 61/48/1
Rochester  8I/S6/t  80/60/pc  65/49/r
st Cloud 86/61/5  79/51/pc ST/
Worthington  86/59/t  79/52/pc  58/46/C

HEALTH REPORT
Today’s air quality: Good

W o w E)
36: Satisfactory; air pollution poses little
i

ornorisk

UVinde;

02 35 &7 sl hw

7: High risk; use sunburn protection,
reduce time in sun

Allergy index overall: High
Grass: Trees: Weeds: Mold:
Absent Absent High Low

National Allergy Bureau

SUN AND MOON TODAY
Total daylight: 14 hours, 38 minutes

Full
Aug 7

< ARRADONDO from BL
national search, particularly
during an election year.

“I think that it is time that
T'mvery concerned about los-
ing, especially when there is
somebody like acting Chief
Arradondo who is here,” she
said.

“I know that you are some-
one who is not afraid, even
‘when the consequences might
be great to you, to stand up
for change,” Glidden told
Arradondo, who was sitting
in the audience. “I think that
is a characteristic that others
recognize is very significant
about you.”

That sentiment was echoed
by Council President Barb
Johnson, a longtime Harteau
backer.

Arradondo, the assistant
chiefunder Harteau, was lined
up to succeed his boss after she
‘was ousted July 21in the wake
of the controversial police
shooting of Justine Ruszczyk
Damond.

ANTHONY SOUFFLE - anthony souffle@startribune.com
Medaria Arradondo shook hands with Dave Bicking, a member
of Communities United Against Police Brutality, before Tues-
day’s meeting of the City Council Executive Committee.

Arradondo told reporters
that he understood the signif-
icance of being the first black
police chief in Minneapolis,
quickly adding that his duty
lies in serving all of the city’s
400,000 residents.

“Itis very humbling because

again I do know that there
havebeen African-Americans
within the city that have paved
the way so that individuals like
myself can have the opportu-
nity to be in leadership posi-
tions,” he said. “ButIalso know
that Thave 400,000 bosses that

I have to be accountable for.”

Arradondo said that he
has begun “having planning
sessions” to fill out his com-
mand staff. This will include
appointing someone to the
assistant chief post vacated
when he was nominated as
chie:

“th any leadershlp tran-
sition, there’s always going to
be some changes,” Arradondo
said. He laid out his vision for
the department ata news con-
ference Monday, saying that
he intends on overhauling the
department’s culture, while
improving accountability and
outcomes.

The 28-year Minneapolis
Police Department veteranhas
served throughout the depart-
ment, including patrol, inter-
nal affairs and as inspector of
the First Precinct. In 2014, he
was appointed Harteau’s chief
of staff, which put him on the
frontlines of the department’s
community outreach efforts.

After a brief discussion

Tuesday, committee mem-
bers — Hodges and council
members Johnson, Glidden,

promotion

Chief John Harrington, who
formerly served as chiefin St.
Paul. Several council b

Cam Gordon and Kevin Reich
— approved his nomination.
The public will get a chance
to weigh in on the matter at
an Aug. 9 meeting of the pub-
lic safety committee. The full
City Council will vote on the
appointment later.

Despite his popularity,
Arradondodoesn’thavealock
on the job.

While no other poten-
tial candidates have been
announced, some council
membersand department crit-
ics have wondered whether an
outsider might be better suited
to change the department’s
culture.

Among the other names
being mentioned around
City Hall as possible replace-
ments for Harteau are her
former second-in-command,
Kris Arneson, who retired
as assistant chief earlier this
year, and Metro Transit Police

have considered bringing in a
progressive outsider as well.

Council Member Linea
Palmisano, who has sug-
gested that the city consider
at least one external candi-
date, watched from the gallery
Tuesday with Council Mem-
ber Lisa Goodman.

Dave Bicking, a longtime
department critic, said that
a change in leadership alone
is not enough to reform a
department that he says lacks
accountability.

“We have a history of virtu-
ally no discipline in the Min-
neapolis Police Department,”
Bicking said, citing statistics
that suggest that many offi-
cers accused of misconduct
go unpunished. “It’s not a
secret that this system is bro-
ken”

Libor Jany « 612-673-4064
Twitter: @Striblany

Usstudy: Sex buyers often are married men

<SEX from Bl
through court records and
media reports and inter-
viewed more than 150 experts
statewide, found that most
sex buyers in Minnesota seek
quickand anonymous sex with
young-looking girls or women.
Buyerstend to travel 30 to 60
miles, often buying sex before
orafter work, during the lunch
hour, on business trips or in
the course of traditional male
activitiessuchashunting trips.
And they seek it out in vari-
ous places — from hotels and
private homes to a Lakeville
truck stop and ice fishing
houses on Lake Mille Lacs.
The report is part of a
broader statewide shift
toward reducing the demand
for sex trafficking. For years,
law enforcement officials
focused on arresting women
and girls. That changed with
the Safe Harbor law, passed in
2011 and fully enacted in 2014,
which decriminalized sexu-

ally exploited youths under
18 years old and boosted ser-
vices for victims. This year, the
Legislature approved the final
funding pieceina $13.3 million
five-year plan.

Now agencies from Duluth
toMankato are taking a harder
look at johns as well as pimps,
though the report estimates
that only a fraction of buyers
— likely less than1 percent —
ever get arrested.

“We're not out there every
day, all day,” said Assistant
Stearns County Attorney Shan
‘Wang, who has prosecuted sex
buyers. “It’s pretty rampant ... it
really is all times of day.”

‘All across the board’

For the U report, research-
ersstudied state court records
from 2010 to 2015, media cov-
erage from 1995 to 2014 and
online sex ads. They inter-
viewed more than 150 law
enforcement officers, prosecu-
tors and social services work-

STUDY FACTS

1% estimated percent-
age of Minnesota sex
buyers who get arrested

30-50 The average age
range of Minnesota sex
buyers

30-60 The typical
number of miles Min-
nesota buyers travel to
buy sex

Source: University of Min-
nesota Urban Research and
Outreach-Engagement Center

ers in Minnesota and border
cities in Wisconsin, North
Dakota and South Dakota.
Johns live all over — rural
towns, suburbs and cities
— and tend to be married,
between 30 and 50 years old
and from middle and upper
socioeconomic backgrounds
(for example, 84 out of 103
men arrested for prostitution-
related offenses didn’t use a
public defender). They are

mostly white, reflecting the
state’spopulation. While some
men of color and women also
buy sex, they do so at much
lower numbers, thereport said.
Most buyers use the inter-
net, particularly sites such
as Craigslist and Backpage,
but there’s also a growing
use of social media and com-
puter applications. Most men
request 30 minutes of sex,
determine thekind of sex they
‘want, and pay a bit more for
extras, like sex without a con-
dom. Most buyers don’t dis-
tinguish between trafficked
women or not, and some spe-
cifically seek out juveniles.
Stings over the past few
years have netted a former
football coach, sheriff’s son
and police chief, all of whom
were trying to buy sex from
minors, a felony. Adult stings
have resulted in arrests of a
state commissioner, subur-
ban teachers and pastors. Of
about 30 arrests in Plymouth

in the past two years, buyers
included members of the mili-
tary, truck drivers and promi-
nent attorneys.

“There is no typical person
who buys sex — it’s all across
the board,” said Plymouth
Sgt. Eric Fadden, who runs a
special investigative unit that
works stings with other west
metro police. “It’s disturbing in
my mind when they’re trying
to solicit girls the same age as
their daughter.”

More enforcement
Wednesday’s report —
which can be found online at
uroc.umn.edu/sextrafficking
— follows one done by the
U in 2014 on trafficked girls
in Minneapolis. The center
has researched sex trafficking
during past Super Bowls in
preparation for Minneapolis
hosting the game in February
and discounts assertions that
the big game results in a dra-
matic spike in sex trafficking.
The research was funded
by the Women’s Foundation of
Minnesota, which is heading
up a 40-member committee

with Hennepin and Ramsey
counties to put togethera plan
toprevent and combat sex traf-
ficking before, during and after
the 2018 Super Bowl. It’s part of
the second phase of the Min-
neapolis nonprofit’s campaign
toreduce demand for paid sex,
called Minnesota Girls Are
Not For Sale.

Like drunken driving, police
and prosecutors have intensi-
fied enforcement of the law
and people are getting the mes-
sage, Stearns County Attorney
Janelle Kendall said. She said
that Stearns County, which has
the highest number of sex ads
inMinnesota outside the Twin
Cities, has arrested and pros-
ecuted more than 100 buyers
in the past few years.

To decrease the demand
for sex, Kendall said, more
efforts are needed to prevent
girls from ending up in prosti-
tution while cracking down on
both pimps and johns.

“This is not a victimless
crime,” Wang said. “It’s buyer
beware.”
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