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ELECTION 2010:
THE RACE FOR GOVERNOR

Givers
become
getters

Candidates for governor
have donated to others
BY TOM HUMPHREY

humphreyt@knoxnews.com

NASHVILLE— All the major Tennessee guberna-
torial candidates, who are now actively seeking
contributions with an eye to a July disclosure
deadline, have ahistory of actively making dona-
tions therlnsbelves — doubtless creating political

good
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of Election
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Election
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Responsive
Politics donor
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and presidential
races

ut v with some unintended conse-

quences.

Consider that state Rep. Bill
Dunn says the receipt of more
than $15,000 in campaign con-
tributions fromBill Haslam and
members of his family “never
crossed my mind” when he cast
acommittee vote that, at least
arguably, could benefit Haslam
in the Republican gubernato-
rial primary. And when former
Gov. Ned McWherter and his
son gave $1,000 each to state
Sen. Roy Herron, they never
thought about the money be-
ing used by Herron in a run for
the Democratic gubernatorial
nomination against son Mike
McWherter, says Kim Sasser
Hayden, campaign manager for

- the younger McWherter.

Lt. Gov. Ron Ramsey, using
both his state Senate campaign

account and a political action committee he
founded, funneled about $788,000 to GOP state-
level campaigns and committees in the last elec-
tion cycle — more than any other gubernatorial
candidate of either party.

See ELECTION on A12

Find Knox
reappraisals
in database

Online tool created for more
transparency, searchable by
owner, parcel ID or address

BY JOSH FLORY

flory@knoxvillebiz.com

Curious about how your neighbors fared in
this year’s property reappraisal? Now it’s easy

to find out.

The News Sentinel has created a database
of property reappraisals for Knox County par-

ON KNOX
NEWS.COM

M Database:
Search Knox
County property
reappraisals

cels. The database shows
the 2009 reappraisal value,
the previous value, and the
percentage increase or de-
Crease.

The online tool (http://ap-
praisal.knoxnews.com) is
searchable by owner, parcel
ID or address.

The database is aimed at
providing greater transpar-

ency in a process that has sparked considerable
controversy in recent weeks. The state-man-
dated reappraisal occurs every four years, and
many county residents were stumped to see their
property values rising in a down economy.

County officials have repeatedly emphasized
that the reappraisal accounts for the change in
values over four years.

They also emphasize the process is revenue-
neutral, unless county commissioners vote to set
atax rate that brings in additional revenue. For

See DATABASE on A12
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BY 1.J. STAMBAUGH

stambaugh@knoxnews.com

'he world's oldest profes-

sion is now also one of

the most technologically

savvy. Gadgets like pag-

ers and cell phones as well as the

Web have made it easier than ever
to buy and sell sex, police say.

“They reinvented the wheel

with the Internet,” said Investiga-

tor Jim Marcum of the Knoxville
Police Department’s Organized
Crime Unit. Marcum has been in-
vestigating prostitution, drugsand
gangs since the late 1980s.
“It’s made
our job a lot
HOOKED: | moredifficult.
SEXFOR ... There’s so
SALE INEAST | m§m
TENNESSEE us. What are
W Sunday: the odds?”
Among Marcumsaid.
;etir; Knoxville 1 s
S, | canbelumped
has ahigher intotwotypes
amestratefor |

that rarely

KnoxNews.com

expenses
under
control.

FREE ADULT PERSONAL

WHO AR[ YOU \NTBIEE‘LEU N MEETING?

streetwalkers, | cross paths:
drivenbydrugs | streetwalk-
andthethrilof | ers, who tend
thetrick | to solicit busi-
MToday: nessfrompub-
Anonymous lic sidewalks,
and escorts or
prosperous; . call girls, who
Why escort " operate in a
services more discrete
thrivein East manner that’s
Tennessee ‘meant todraw
uesday: as little police
A-r:asextrade attention as
workers pose gossm‘le to
serious syphilis 4 il
andHIVthreats | their custom-
" ers.
tl:rg:pu tlonat The former
type of prosti-

tution hasn’t
changed much over the past few
decades, but high-end hooking
bears little resemblance to the
norm of even a generation ago.
Until the late 1980s, upscale
prostitutes often worked in broth-
els,but the invention first of pagers
and then cell phones meant there
was no longer any need to set up
shop ina particular location, Mar-
cum said. The Internet eventually
made it cheaper and easier than
ever for womentogointobusiness

See TECHNOLOGY on A6

Prbstitutioh ameans to an
end for college student

BY J.J. STAMBAUGH
stambaugh@knoxnews.com

The 19-year-old Roane State Com-
munity College student shows up for
aninterview at Panera Bread on Cum-
berland Avenue looking like count-
less other college kids: red hair in
braids, a small piercing in one nostril,
a“PEACE” button on her coat.

Mary Jayne sips her coffee and ex-
plains that she’s a sophomore in the
process of earning a degree in alterna-
tive and complementary medicine.

physicians.

Unlike many of her peers, however,
she’s already found a part-time career
that earns her an hourly rate com-
parable to that charged by the high-
est-paid attorneys, accountants and

Mary Jayne is a professional escort
— she provides her services at the rate
0f $350 an hour — and an occasional
adult film actress. Mary Jayne is the
name she goes by in films and asanes-

See MARY JAYNE on A6
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. shots from
| assorted
Web sites
of area
operators.

ON KNOX MVidea: Confronting the escort
trade; on the front lines of a KPD
NEWS.COM prostitution sting; riding the
streets with KPD officer Scott Noe

prostitution offenders in
Knox County; Knoxville

‘ M Gallery: Top
prostitution sting

| W Searchable databases: Records

| showing people arrested on prostitution,
patronizing prostitution charges in Knox
County from 1999-2009

Iraq ups security ahead of withdrawal

U.S. troops to leave
capital, other cities
and towns Tuesday

BY PATRICK QUINN
Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iragi security
forces bolstered checkpoints
and banned motorcycles from
the streets of Baghdad as they
prepared Sunday for more vio-
lence before Tuesday’s with-
drawal of U.S. combat troops
from the capital and other cities
and towns.

Despitethe increased checks,
aroadside bomb targeting a
U.S.convoy ineastern Baghdad
wounded sixbystanders. It was
unclearifanyone inthe convoy
was injured, police said.

A carbombalsoexploded in
the parking lotofa police acade-
my inwestern Baghdad, killing
one police officer and wound-
ing six others, police said.

Iraq’s main Sunni political
blocjoined Shiite Prime Minis-
ter Nouri al-Maliki in describ-
ing the June 30 deadline for the
U.S. withdrawal from urban

areas as a turning point for the
country.

Al-Maliki’s government has
declared Tuesday National
Sovereignty Day and decreed
apublic holiday.

“June 30 is an important
turning point on the civilian,
security and political levels,
and this is the feeling shared
by all Iragis,” Salim al-Jubouri,
spokesman for the Sunni Iragi
Accordance Front, said in a
statement.

He also said “terrorist ele-
ments” would try to disrupt

the withdrawal but added that
Iragi forces were capable of
ensuring security. Although
considerable progress hasbeen
madeat Sunnisand
Shiites, there is still a divide
between the two Islamic sects
that nearly brought the coun-
try to the brink of civil war in
2006-2007.

In Sunday’s attacks, insur-
gents apparently were taking
advantage of amaj

that blanketed the capital and

See IRAQ on A10
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llfestyle only way to pay b|IIs, smgle mom says

slambaugh\wkmxr\ows com

“Kelly," a 22-year-old call girl
from Knoxville, doesn’t mince
words when it comes to explain-
ing how she feels about her job.

“Ineeded tomake money quick-
ly,” says Kelly,whohas workedasa
hooker onand off for the past year
andorﬂyagmestobe mtervnewed

something else fora
feelsshehasmdxme lS’t“eg%een

onthec beidenti-

fied by one of her working aliases.

" Kelly is on call every
dayforanesconsemce‘l-’[erboss

of my son, at least $100 aday.”
She continues: “I'm not com-
fortable with what I do. I'm
ashamed. I'm embarrassed. My
family doesn't know Tknow this
ismorally wrong,
While Kelly says she wants to

Fth
the

$150 hour she charges per cli-
ent. She also follows the various
instructions that he gives to her to
avoid being picked up by the po-
lice, who conduct occasional vice

atareamotels.
“It’s not talked about on the

phone, thatit's about sex,
“When you're there, makethem
get undressed first, don't let the

advice, though she's thus far
avoided building a criminal re-
oc:d.She‘shealdtoomanymncs
of other call girls getting busted
foll the rules of the
. ‘Tve that you can get
arrestedjust by talkingtoadate on
the phone, that they can call that
soliciting,” she says.

‘When asked about her clients,
Kelly says they fit pretty much
the same profile: “Most of them
are lonely. They want someone to

make them feel good.

She says it's very rare to meet
aclient who's under 40 years old.
The vast majority are married
men with jobs that them to
afford her services. “They have
problems with their wives, they
don't see their wives,

they re tray-
elingalot, they havekidsand their ~ she says.

wives won't sleep with them,” she

says.

Kelly says she has the right to
refuse clients or to perform cer-
tain acts, but the job sometimes
requires her to cater to the fancies
of men who want to indulge in
various fantasies or fetishes,

“Some of them want you toplay
dead,” she says, without elabora-
tion.

W}ulemmnghtmmkpmo-
titution is recession-proof, Kelly
says the economic downtown
has all but devastated the service
she works for. Her pimp, whofills
outhustaxpmwukasan ‘enter-
tainment pwwder."hm recently
been forced to declare bankruptcy,

mbomxnlim.shesny&ist}m
she can't stand to look at her child
and turn down the only money

shesays“ldonmta!mcamofmy
family."

JJ. Stambaugh may' bereachedat
865-342-6307.

HOW ESCORTS

EVADE THE LAW

MEscorts and escort
ices often

services

describe themselves
as entertainment
ventures for tax
purposes. /
MEscorts typically

If sex takes place,
it'is supposedly

not tied directly to
the payment they
receive butisinstead
considereda “private

spent witha client
rather than
‘specific

activities.
MSome

| customer, Thisisto
protect the escort
service from criminal
prosecution.

. MThereis noway
toaccurately gauge
howmany escorts
operate in Knoxville,

various Web sites.

- CHARGED IN
KNOX COUNTY

T Jan. 1,199, to
April 29 of this year
525~ Jan.1,2004,to
April29of this year

~ PROSTITUTION
 CHARGED INKNOX
COUNTY
426 Jan.1,1999,to
April 29 of this year

251~ Jan.1,2004,to
April 29 of this year

*Inchides customers

Source: Knox County

Sexe-

fmx

/Oht’q Ue - a discreet & erotic referral service

lJﬂ

5 years of rev1ews
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MARY JAYNE

i fromAl

I cort, and she agrees to be inter-

viewed only onthe condition that

| she not have to reveal her real

name.
Although sex with customers

| isn'ttechnically what Mary Jayne

is paid for, it’s the norm. She usu-

| ally meets with clients in hotel
| rooms — the precise location

may vary — and engages in the

| type of activity that, if she’s un-

icky, could earn her a trip to jail

| and a misdemeanor criminal

record.
“ always had a strong feeling
about prostitution, I thought it

. should be legalized, so it was
* natural to start doing it,” Mary
© Jayne says. “It’s not what most

people think.

To her, being a call girl is a
dream job: high wages, little risk
and aflexible schedule that pro-
vides her with a degree of free-
dom that few women achieve.
Mostofher family doesn’t know
what she does, she says, and
she’s told only a select group of

friends about her profession.

While the thought of run-
ningafoul ofthe law is certainly
a concern, she says she has yet
tobe caughtand has faithinthe
screening process that she and
three co-workers use.

“We're very selective with
our screening and everything
likethat. I feel safe at all times,”
she says, “But there are always

Ao s abould be, sbe i én | 1 concerns withthat. But to me,

hool s check Labil it'savictiml ime, between

= “ } twoconsentingadults...Idon't

' | seethepointinalaw that'snot
protecting anyone.”

e Mary Jayne also says that

Screen shots from the Web sites
of local escorts

much can be done legally to prevent the Internet
from being used for prostitution and cited the re-
cent changes at Craigslist as an example of how

from Al resilient the sex industry can be.
Faced withintense criticism from law enforce-
—oftenby themselves, Call girlsnowusethe Web  ment, Craigslist announced this spring it would
to arrange meeting places, usually hotels. replace its “erotic services” category with a new

Inaseries of Internet searches, The News Sen-
tinel found approximately 100 local women ad-
vertising as escorts on Web sites at rates ranging
from $100 to $500 an hour. Those searches didn't
include Craigslist, which has become notorious
forits “erotic services” category over the past two
years and has generated approximately 45 busts
by KPD over the past 18 months.

Also, more than 30 local escort services adver-
tise openly in the phone book or on the Internet.

‘Those figures, however, may be mis-
leading because many services can be
traced back toa small group of provid-
ers who pay for multiple ads usmg dif-
ferent business names, Marcumsaid.

The online ads are explicit, oftenin-
cluding nude photographs and descrip-
tions of the sexual activities women §
offer, couched in acronyms and eu-
phemisms.

One escort service's Web site even
included photographs of aresort home
near Pigeon Forge equipped withahot
tub and pool table that can be rented
out for “swingers’ parties.”

The differences between street-
walkers and escorts are stark and can
easily be understood by simply focus-
ing on their motivations for hooking,
according to KPD Investigator Gina
Pierce.

“The people on the street, most of them have
anaddictionthey're feeding,” said Pierce, whohas
played the role of anundercover escort for nearly
10 years. “For the escorts, it’s quick, easy money.
They may abuse drugs, but they're not necessarily
motivated by addiction.”

Some women choose escort services, which
collect part of their earnings, rather than working
as “independents” because the agencies provide
screening, steady work and secunty, she said.

Sgt. Chris Baldwi

“adult services” section that will pre-screen sub-
missions and require users to pay a fee.

Holliday, however, said the day after the chang-
es took effect he found out that not much had
changed on Craigslist.

“I got on there and happened to look,” he said.

’I‘here were already two prostitutes advertising
loc:

Metrupohtan Nashville Police Department
spokesman Don Aaron said that police in the

prvey
/ADAM BRIMER/NEWS SENTINEL

Investigator Jim Marcum watches surveillance video from a
prostitution sting in the basement of the Knoxville Police
Department.

their

peers mKnoxvd.leHed.ldntpmvxdeanyesumale
ofhow many escorts are busted in Nashville com-
pared tostreetwalkers but stressed that police try
tofocus equally on both types of hooking.

“For example, with Craigslist, individuals who
respond to those ads come to hotels, meet with
undercover opemnves, agree to sexdeals, are cit-
edwithth ion,”he

she’s far from being an atypical
escort. “Your typical idea of a sex
worker is that they’re desperate,
or hooked on drugs, but that’s not
it,” she says. “A lot of girls provide
for their families, or are going to
school....Many ofthem have mid-
dle-classb: unds, they could
get 9-to-5jobs, but that's not what
they want.”

Mary Jayne says that she and
her co-workers don't have a pimp
or organizational backing, They
allwork through an escort service
that’s largely the brainchild of
Marcus Washington, 31, of Knox-

ville.

‘Washington describes himself
as a left-wing anarchist and ad-
vocate of legalizing prostitution
and marijuana. He believes his
outspoken political views helped
land himin prison for selling glass
marijuana pipes in 2000. Already
aconvicted pot dealer, he wasrun-
ning a pro-marijuana Web site at
the time. His subsequent status
as a felon meant he was unable
to find a decent-paying job upon
hisrelease.

Tohear Washington and Mary
Jayne describe it, Sex-Pol Stu-
dios, which advertises primari
through its Web site, functions
like a cooperative with no hier-

1y.

It's as much about advancing a
countercultural agenda as it is in
'making money, they say.

Washmgton has also put to-
gether a number of XXX-rated
movies with a satirical political
twist,and heis proud that hislocal
film troupe has garnered write-
ups in national pubhcatmns that
focus on the adult entertainment
industry.

They make a point of dismiss-

said. “When we do this, we post the photographs
of the defendants on our Internet S“E

toinfiltrate an escort service using

female officer because she would be required to
have sexas part of the job. Instead, undercover of-
ﬁce:s target both prostitutes and their ¢

Police Department spokeswom-
an Sgt. Jerri Weary said that Chattanooga has
very few professional escorts. Most of that city’s
prostitutes are streetwalkers, she said.

ser
orinany way exploited.

“If it's done completely safely
and responsnbly there’s nothing
unhealthy ‘Washington says.

“This is radically femuusuc It s
not oppressive or p:

by fake ads or ding to real ones.
Capt. Gary Holliday said he's skeptical that

J.J. Stambaugh may be reached at 865-342-6307.
The Associated Press contributed to this report.

e

J.J. Stambaugh may be reached at
865-342-6307.




