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GOP budget plan cuts spending 6 percent

By MATT GOURAS

Associated Press

T'he budget battle moves to
the Montana House floor on Fri
day with the Republican majori
ty aiming to cut enough spend
ing to meet conservative expec
tations — while beating back
criticism from opponents that
their proposed cuts will hurt the
poor and could result in college
tuition hikes

A tally of GOP budget actions

far in committee shows that

Bison graze near the LS. Route 89 highway just outside of Gardiner on Feb. 14. Hundreds of bison have left the boundaries of Yellowstone National Park t

search of food

spending of state tax
money would go down
about 6 percent from
the current budget, to
about $3.7 billion. That
is about 3 percent less
than what Gov. Brian
Schweitzer proposed in
his budget offering to
lawmakers

Overall spending,
including federal
money, is reduced 10
percent largely because there is

o federal stimulus money as
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there was in the last
two-year budget plan
and Republican budget
crafters are rejecting
about $120 million in
federal money for
social services.
Republicans say they
are spurning the feder
al money because they
believe it creates future
obligations for the
state, while Democrats
argue it is wrong to cut programs
funded by federal money that

does not create a burden on state
taxpayers

The full House is scheduled to
vote on the budget Friday, Sat
urday and Monday.

It is unlikely that any of the
chamber’s 32 Democrats, who
feel ignored by the majority, will
vote for the Republican budget
plan

That means Republicans will
likely need to get 51 votes out of
their 68 members to send a
budget plan to the Senate
Republican leaders will be woo

Emergency injunction denied

Yellowstone
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A federal court judge in Hele
na has refused to grant an emer
gency injunction halting tk
capture and killing of wild bison
that roam outside of Yellow
stone National Park, saying that
no emergency exists that war
rants the prohibition, especiall
in light of Gov. Brian
Schweitzer’s executive order
that prohibits transporting the
bison into Montana for slaugh
ter for 9o days

In his order issued Wednes
lay afternoon, U.S. District
Court Charles Lovell wrote that
by the time Schweitzer’s order
expires, the bison no longer will
be exiting the park and “any
claimed emergency” will have
expired

“This Executive Order alone

16

seems to itterly de
Plaintiffs’ argument
tive relief; however, Plaintiffs
have filed two briefs since the
iate of the Executive Order
even acknowledging its

imated

without
existence, let alone its effect as

to the pending motion,” Lovell

I
wrote

He added that Yellowstone's
chief of aquatic and wildlife
resources says they have no
immediate plans to ship bison to
slaughter — although the park
service doesn’t concede away its
right to do so — and a Senate
bill, if passed by the House of

i

igned by
governor, would prohibit
free-roaming bison, or moving
bison, into Montana

“This Court has determined
that Plaintiffs are not entitled to
succeed on the merits of the
underlying litigation and that

sentatives an

Digital PBS coming to Helena

By SANJAY TALWAN!
Independent Record

Montana Public Television has
aplan to upgrade its analog
over-the-air signal to digital,
allowing the transmission of five
separate program streams —
including one in high-definition
— on its channel.

First, Montana PBS plans to
raise about $50,000 for pur-
chase and installation of digital
transmission equipment.

Now, Helena viewers can
watch Montana PBS over the air
on Channel 49. Because that is a
“translator” signal, it has not yet
been required to convert toa
digital signal as full-power sta-
tions have.

“We don’t have cable or satel-
lite TV in our home because
frankly, except for PBS, most of
the programming isn’t worth it,
and advertising is an annoy-
ance,” Helena resident Christine
Deveny wrote in a letter to Mon-
tana PBS. “With a converter box
and rabbit ears attached to our
15-year-old TV, we are currently

able to receive clear digital sig
nals from the major networks
and we long to be able to view
with equal clarity the terrific
commercial-free programs
Montana PBS offers.”

Missoula, Billings, Great Falls
and Bozeman have the digital
signals with local origination
Butte has a digital translator like
the one sought for Helena. Else-
where in the state, a handful of
analog translators provide scat-
tered over-the-air coverage.

Engineering plans are already
in place awaiting the funds, said
Montana PBS Development
Director Lisa Titus. She antici-
pated the project could be com-
pleted this year.

The digital signal enables
transmission of multiple pro-
gram streams over one tradi-
tional channel. The Montana
PBS lineup includes its main
channel (in high-definition);
MontanaPBS Kids; MontanaPBS
Create, with programs on cook-
ing, home projects, travel and

More IGITAL, page 5A

Plaintiffs have not presented
serious questions on the mer
its,” Lovell wrote in the 26 -page
decision. “No emergency exists
Plaintiffs have not shown that
they are likely to suffer immi
nent, irreparable harm

“Finally, the public interest
not served by granting the
interim relief requested.”

The lawsuit was brought by a
variety of wildlife conservation
groups, headed by the Western
Watersheds Project and the
Buffalo Field Campaign, The
groups said that plans to cap
ture and send to slaughter sev
eral hundred wild bison in and
around Yellowstone National
Park would cause “irreparable
harm” to them and the environ
ment, and the injunction was
necessary to preserve their
rights and interests. Represen-
tatives from those groups

By CHARLES S. JOHNSON
IR State Bureau

A Bozeman senator wants
voters to change state law to
elect or appoint Montana
Supreme Court jus-
tices from seven
regional districts
instead of running
statewide as they do
now, but critics said
it tries to solve a
nonexistent problem.

Senate Bill 268, by
Sen. Joe Balyeat, R-
Bozeman, would put
the issue before vot-
ers in June 2012, Asa
statutory referen-
dum, it won't go to Gov. Brian
Schweitzer for his signature or
veto if it passes both houses.
Instead, it would go directly to
the ballot.

“Having a broad cross-sec-
tion of Montanans serving in
the Legislature brings multiple
perspectives resulting in bal-
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rules request to stop capture, killing of park bison had no meri

couldn't be reached for co:
ment late Wednesday

Yellowstone National Park
was a defendant in the case and

Al Nash, park spokesman
while they haven’t had time to
fully review the order, not hav
ing an injunction gives the park
service more latitude to deal
with bison that migrate out of
the park in winter searching for
food at lower elevations. He said
they’ve captured about 600
bison outside the park so far this
year, and are holding them at
two facilities, west and north of
he park’s boundaries, where
they’re being tested for expo
sure to brucellosis.

About 60 percent are testing
negative for the disease and
will be released back into the
park in the spring. Those that

More INJUNCTION, page 8A

Bill would elect Supreme
Court justices by region

anced legislation,” Balyeat
told the House Judiciary Com
mittee on Thursday. “Like-
wise, a Supréme Court simi-
larly spread across Montana
would reap the same benefits
and reflect the
diverse perspective
favored by each local
district.”

He said it's not a
good idea to have a
court made up most-
ly of “folks with an
‘inside the beltway’
Helena mindset.”
The court needs both
the perspectives of
the flatlanders from
eastern Montana and
the people from the mountains
from western Montana.

Chuck Denowh, represent -
ing United Property Owners of
Montana, a landowners’ group
in central and eastern Mon-
tana, said he looked back to

ing the ardent fis
cal conservatives
in their rank,
many who have
campaigned heav-
ily on cutting gov
ernment more
than 6 percent
House Speaker
Mike Milburn,
Cascade rancher, said Thursday
that he is confident there are
votes in the House to pass the

Milburn

More CUTS,

Two men
charged in
Craigslist
prostitution

By ANGELA BRANDT

Independent Record

I'wo men face charges for
soliciting prostitutes f
Missoula-based teenage prosti
tution ring on Craigslist

Police cited Emmet McMahon
28, of Boulder on Wednesday
McMahon is set to appear today
in Helena Municipal Court on
the misdemeanor charge, which
alleges he used a Craigslist list
ing to set up an exchange of
money for sex at a Helena hotel
room in May

Keith Reimund, a 45-year-old
Helena man, also was cited for
soliciting a prostitute. He
allegedly used Cragislist to set
up a rendezvous with a teenage
prostitute at an RV park in May
according to Helena Police Chief
Troy McGee. Reimund is slated
for an initial appearance in Jus
tice Court on Monday

The men are each facing a fine
of up to $1,000 and a jail sen

oma

tence of up to a year
McMahon and Reimund
added to the list of about a dozen
other men in the Missoula area
who have been cited for misde
meanor prostitution charges
temming from a ring run by two

men
One en — Anthony
Brazington — was sentenced
Tuesday in District Court to 10
years with six suspended for
posting ads in the “casual
encounters” section of the
on classified ad site. Braz
ington pleaded guilty in January

of those

More CRAIGSLIST, page 6A

Helena man
accused of holding
woman hostage

By ANGELA BRANDT
Independent Record
Police arrested a 30-year-old
Helena man Wednesday on two
felony charges of intimidation
for allegedly holding an ex-girl
friend hostage for two days.

Grant M. Kopp allegedly
threatened the woman in order
to keep her in an apartment,
according to documents filed in
Justice Court. Kopp is accused of
pointing a handgun with a round
in the chamber at her head and
telling her if she tried to leave
again he would kill her.

Court documents state the
incident began Tuesday morning
when Kopp reportedly grabbed
the woman by the neck and
threw her against a door. It is
also alleged the woman told
police Kopp “would not let her
leave the residence at any time
from the point of the assault
occurred until she escaped.”

Kopp is accused of taking her
phone and cell phone, making it
impossible for her to contact
anyone for help. He also faces
two charges of tampering with or
destruction of a comimunication
device and one count of unlawful
restraint, all misdemeanors.

At one point Tuesday night,
the woman was able to escape
and ran toward the Law
Enforcement Center, but Kopp
allegedly caught up with her and
threw her over his shoulder and
took her back to the residence.

Bond was set at $50,000,
which Kopp posted Thursday
night.

Brandt: 4.47-4078

Feporter Angeia -
More WISTICES, page SA | or angela.brandt@helenair.com
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physlcmn Dr. Ray Kauff-

Al was preceded in death
by his parents; his sister,
Connie Wagenmann; his
friend and uncle, Jim
Street; his Aunt Florence
Street; and his mother-in-
law, Lois Meier. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Annette;
his daughters, Teri (Don)
Kellogg, Rhetta Street,
Mickey (Dean) Gregory,
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This is an excellent
day for business and
commerce. Trust your
moneymaking ideas.
Others are ready to
endorse what you want.
All group endeavors can
be successful.

(May 21 to June 20)

Your enthusiasm for
something is absolutely
contagious today. People
are drawn to your ideas
because you believe in
them. It's true — a good
product just sells itself.

CANCER

(June 21 to July 22)

You feel quietly con-
tented today. You're at
home with yourself in
your own skin, as it
were, Opportunities to
help others will be
rewarding for you. Life
feels good.

LEO

(July 23 to Aug. 22)

Meetings and group
activities are very posi-
tive today. This is a good
time to join with others
to achieve your objec~
tives. Make it a win-win
situation.

(Aug, 23 to Sept. 22)

It's easy to impress
bosses and authority fig-
ures today. They see you
as popular, well-
received and successful.
Just coast on this! How
can you lose?

(Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)

Grab every opportuni-
ty to travel today. You're
very keen to broaden
your horizons and
explore more of life.
Publishing, the media,
medigine and the law
also are blessed today. ‘

SCORPIO

(Oct. 23 to Nov, 21)
This is an excellent
day to talk about inheri-
tances, taxes, debt and ‘

anything that you share
with others. Decisions
that are made will be in
your favor. Share the
wealth!

SAGITT)

(Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)

It's easy to deal with
partners, close friends
and members of the
public, You feel charm-
ing, expansive and
warmhearted to every-
one. It's a good day for
sales!

(Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)

Co-workers are sup-
portive of you today.
You can count on their
help. Band together with
others to achieve your
objectives. Work-relat~
ed travel is likely.

(Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)

This is a fun-loving
day! Enjoy the theater,
the arts, musical per-
formances, sports and
playful activities with
children. Romance and
love affairs are particu-
larly blessed.

PISCES

(Feb. 19 to March 20)

Entertain at home
today. Invite the gang
over. This is a wonderful
day for real estate deals.
You feel happy and
blessed. Gatherings at
home to promote learn-
ing or worship will
inspire you.

YOU BORN TODAY

You have a shrewd and
excellent understanding
of people, which makes
you successful at organ-
izing others. You also
know how to charm
everyone. You're very
modern and ahead of
your time in many ways.
You have excellent taste,
but you don’t like any~
thing phony. In the next
year something you've
been involved with for
about nine years will fin-
ish or diminish in order
to make room for some-
thing new.

“Hank” and Thelma
(Smith) Street. The Street
family moved back to the
Butte area when Al was a
small child,

In Al's early work career
he worked for a gas station
and delivered
groceries while
attending
Butte
School. In high
school, Al was
a varsity foot-
ball player and
was proud to be a Golden
“B.” After graduating high
school, he worked for F&S
and then went into the
active Army. He was only
in the Army for six months
because he could not wait
to get back home and
marry his high-school
sweetheart and love of his
life, Annette (Williams)
Street. Al and Annette
were married on Oct. 13,

| 1957, in Butte. From their
53-year marriage, Al and

Annette were blessed with
four daughters: Teri, Rhet-

made their family resi-
dences a special home.
They lived all over Mon-

tana, including many small

rural towns, East Helena

for 25 years, Wise River for

eight years, and then back

to his true home

of Butte, Al
worked for Jan~
ney Construc~
tion for 13
years, Mergen-

Ford and Mon-
tana Tunnels until he
retired.

Al was always a very
hard worker, and there
were not many challenges
that he did not conquer,
including this challenge.
He did acknowledge that
he never jumped froma
perfectly good airplane,
but he did take the chal-
lenge of riding a bull
(once).

Al enjoyed his special
vacations, but especially
his fishing trips to Alaska
and Canada. Al was an

thaler’s, Capital

ing sports — especially
wrestling. A few years ago
his Uncle Jim asked if he
wanted his old golf clubs
and he said no, then he got
to thinking about it and
decided why not, it would
give him something to do.
Then the monster was cre-
ated. Golf became a pas-
sion of his, and he thor-
oughly enjoyed golfing
with family and friends.
During his entire life he
had many lifelong friends
who remained close
throughout the years and
especially during his ill-
ness. His precious friends
include, but are certainly
not limited to, Al Martini,
Don Lemke, Donny O'Neil,
Gary Dunfee, John
Sprunger, Leroy Gerry,
Pete Enrooth, Ron
Lowney, Sam Lindquist
and many, many others.
He received phenomenal
care from his family,
Rocky Mountain Hospice,
Dr, Shawna Yates, nurse
Jug Steiner and friend and

Paddy Jo Damschen

Paddy Jo Damschen
(Kvande) passed away
unexpectedly Tuesday,
March 8, 2011, from a
heart attack. A loving
mother, grandmother,
wife, daughter, sister, aunt
and friend was taken from
us too soon.

Paddy was born on Aug.
24,1950, in Havre to
Trygve and Tracy Kvande.
She graduated from Havre
High School in 1968 and
from Montana State Uni-
versity in 1972, with a BS
degree in microbiology.

She married Barry

| DamscHen 61 Sept. 12,

1970, in Havre. After grad-
uation they moved to
Omaha, Neb., where Paddy
worked in a lab doing can-
cer research. They moved
to Helena in1975. She
worked as a payroll clerk
for the state until her son
Ryan was born on Oct. 22,
1977. On March 31,1980,
daughter Carrie was born.
Paddy’s greatest joy was
spending time with her
children. She also loved

waterskiing,
snow skiing,
camping at
the lake,
going to
Bobeat
games and
going to her
kids’ sport-
ing events.
Paddy never missed one of
Carrie or Ryan’s games or
track meets throughout
their entire lives. Her four
grandchildren were the
light of her life and filled
her with more joy than she
could have ever imagined.
Paddy worked as the
business manager for
Damschen and Assoclates
for 15 years, At the time of
her death she worked as the
office manager for Ander-
son Montgomery Engineer-
ing. She enjoyed spending
time with family and
friends. Many Thursdays
were spent watching “Sur-
vivors” with friends and
Friday nights at Lakeside.
Paddy lived for weekends at
the lake with her family and
friends, perfecting her
hostess skills over the 11

Craigslist

to conspiracy to commit
aggravated promotion of
prostitution and conspira-
¢y to commit promotion of
prostitution. The aggra-
vated charge stems from
the fact that three of the
four girls involved were

younger than 18. The ages
of all of the girls ranged
from16to19.

His co-defendant,
Richard Carpita, who was
the ringleader of the
crimes, received a 20-year
sentence with 10 years
suspended last month.

Reporter Angela Brandt:
447-4078 or
angela.brandt@
helenair.com
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SATURDAY

SWINDLER, Betty A., 64, of Helena. A social gath-
ering with the family receiving friends will be Satur-
day, March 12, from 1 to 3 p.m. at Anderson Stevenson
Wilke Funeral Home. Placement of her cremated
remains will be in Butte at a later date. Candolences

may be sent to the family by visiting www.
home.com.

years she lived at the lake.

Paddy was a Girl Scout,
amember of Soroptomist
for many years, a member
of Our Redeemer’s Church
and was a board member
of the Bobcat Track and
Field Association.

Paddy is survived by
husband, Barry Damschen
of Helena; her son, Ryan
(Tara) Damschen of Lyn-
nwood, Wash.; daughter,
Carrie (Freddy) Krepps of
Helena; grandchildren,
Morgan and Carson
Damschen, and Ella and
Sarah Krepps; mother,
Tracy Kvande of Helena;
sister, Sally (David) Chvil -
icek of Havre; brother,
Duane (Linda) Kvande of
Longview, Wash.; broth-
er-in-law, Jack McCrack-
en of Port Orchard, Was|
sister-in-law, Debbie
(Dan) Folkerts of Billings;
numerous nieces and
nephews; and her beloved
dog, Reggie. She was pre-
ceded in death by her
father, Trygve, and sisters,
Joyce and Nancy.

and Denice Street; his eight
grandchildren, Jenny Free-
man, Jasen Kellogg, Derek
Burch, Nick Burch, J.T
Street, Julie Street, Ter-
achelle Gregory and Tony
Gregory; his three great-
grandchildren, Kalob
Whaley, Kylee Whaley and
Kristian Austin; his broth-
ers, Jim (Barb) Street, John
Street; brother-in-law,
Dan Wagenmann; cousins,
Pat (Hoot) Gibson, Nancy
(Dan) Sullivan, Bettyjim
McLeod and Mary Jo Turn
er; numerous nephews and
nieces; and many other
special four-legged
friends.

A memorial service will
be held at the new loca-
tion of Duggan & Dolan
Mortuary at 1805 Mead-
owlark, Butte, on Satur-
day at noon. Visitations
will be held from 11 a.m
to noon.

The family suggests that
memorials be sent to the
Butte Humane Society or
Rocky Mountain Hospice

A public viewing will be
held on Sunday, March 13,
at Retz Funeral Home
between 4 and 6 p.m.
Memorial services will be
held at Our Redeemer’s
Lutheran Church on Mon-
day, March 14, at1p.m
with burial services fol-
lowing at Forestvale
Cemetery. A reception will
follow the burial at Green
Meadow Country Club,
Memorials in Paddy’s
name can be sent to Hos
pice of St. Peter's Hospital
or to Wells Fargo in care of
the Paddy Damschen
Memorial Track Scholar-
ship Fund, which will be
awarded to a Helena track
and field athlete. To offer
condolences to the family
or to share a memory of
Paddy, please visit www.
retzfuneralhome.com

Paddy’s warmth, kind-
ness and giving spirit
touched many lives. Her
passing leaves us with a
void in our hearts, but her
spirit and legacy will live
on forever,

314 N. Rodney Street
Helena
442-4640

www.bigsky
“Be Comfortable

Larry W. Scholz & Donna Amaro

We have two locations
1o better serve your needs.
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CREMATION SERVIC|
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2 West Main
East Helena
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with Paying Less

SATURDAY

BYKONEN, Betty, 69,
of Helena, services will be
2 p.m. Saturday, March
12, at Twichel Funeral &

Cremation Service, 314
N. Rodney, Helena.

Big Sky Cremations
227-2241

+ Pre-Arrangements
+Traditional Funeral Services
« Cremation Services

Retz Funeral Home

Providing Caring and Personal Service

Chris Holt
406-442-1550

www.retzfuneralhome.com

TODAY

CLOSE, Linda Lee, 62,
of Helena. A celebration
of life for Linda will be
heldat 3 p.m., today,
March 11, at the Banquet
Room on the second floor
of the Helena Regional
Airport, To offer condo-
lences to the family or to
share a memory of Linda
Lee, please visit www.

Ih com.

TUESDAY

LeBRUN, Douglas G., 74, of Helena. A vigil service
will be held at 7 p.m. Monday, March 14, at Our Lady
of the Valley Catholic Church. Funeral Mass will be 10

a.m.

Tuesday, March 15, at Our Lady of the Valley
Catholic Church. Burial will be in

Ronan Cemetery in

Ronan. Condolences may be sent to the family by vis-
.aswfuneralhome.com.

iting www.

‘Anderson Wilke Stevenson Funeral Home
442-8520

MONDAY

DAMSCHEN, Paddy J.,
60, of Helena. Family will
receive friends from 4 to
6 p.m. Sunday, March 13,
at Retz Funeral Home.
Funeral services will be

will be held at the Green
Meadow Country Club,
2720 Country Club Ave.,
followmg graveside serv-
ices. Memorials in
Paddy’s name can be sent
to Hospice of St. Peter’s
Hospital or to Wells

Fargo in care of the Paddy |

Damschen Memorial
Track Scholarship Fund,
which will be awarded to
a Helena track and field
athlete. To offer condo-
lences to the family or to
share a memory of Paddy,
please visit www.

.com.

Retz Funeral Home
442-1550

| TodaylHistory

Today is Friday,
March 11, the 70th day
of 2011. There are 295 i
days left in the year.

Today's Highlight

’yon March 11,1861, the
Constitution of the Con-
federate States of Amer-
ica was adopted by the
Confederate Congress in
Montgomery, Ala.

this date:

In1810, French
Emperor Napoleon I was
married by proxy to
Archduchess Marie
Louise of Austria.

In 1888, the famous
Blizzard of '88 began
inundating the north-
eastern United States,
resulting in some 400
deaths

In 1930, former Presi-
dent and Chief Justice
William Howard Taft
was buried in Arlington
National Cemetery

In1941, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt
signed the Lend-Lease
Bill, providing war sup-
plies to countries fight -
ing the Axis.

In1942, as Japanese
forces continued to
advance in the Pacific
during World War II,
Gen. Douglas MacArthur
left the Philippines for
Australia. (MacArthur,
who subsequently
vowed, “I shall return,”
kept that promise more
than 2 1/2 years later.)

In1959, the Lorraine
Hansberry drama “A
Raisin in the Sun”
opened at New York’s
Ethel Barrymore Theater.

In1965, the Rev.
James J. Reeb, a white
minister from Boston,
died after being beaten
by whites during civil
rights disturbances in
Selma, Ala.

In1977, more than 130
hostages held in Wash-
ington, D.C., by Hanafi
Muslims were freed after
ambassadors from three
Islamic nations joined
the negotiations.

In1985, Mikhail S,
Gorbachev was chosen
to succeed the late Sovi-
et President Konstantin
U. Chernenko.

In 2004, 10 bombs
exploded in quick suc-
cession across the com-
muter rail network in
Madrid, Spain, killing 191
peaple and wounding
more than 2,000 inan
attack linked to al-
Qaida-inspired militarits.

Ten years ago: Masked
Zapatista rebels urged
passage of an Indian
rights bill after riding
triumphantly into the
heart of Mexico's capital
in a march supported by
the president and wel-
comed by 75,000 cheer -
ing supporters. i

years ago: Former
Serb leader Slobodan
Milosevic was found
dead of a heart attack in
his prison cell in the
Netherlands, abruptly
ending his four-year
U.N. war crimes trial for
orchestrating a decade
of conflict that had killed
a quarter of a million
people; he was 64.

One year ago: A federal
appeals court in San '
Francisco upheld the use
of the words “under God”
in the Pledge of Alle-
giance and “In God We
Trust” on U.S. currency.

Today's Birthdays: Media
mogul Rupert Murdoch
is 80. ABC News corre-
spondent Sam Donald-
son is 77. Supreme
Court Justice Antonin
Scaliais 75.

Thought for Today:

“There are some people
who leave impressions
not so lasting as the
imprint of an oar upon
the water.” — Kate
Chopin, American
writer (1851-1904).
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