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Greco took
sexual lure,
lawyer says

By Sheridan Lyons
Baltimore County Bureau of The Sun

Vincent Tito Greco, Jr., did kill his
girl friend’s grandmother, one of his
attorneys told a jury yesterday—but
only after she persuaded him to have
sexual intercourse with her and at-
tacked him with a paring knife as he
lay dozing on her kitchen floor.

Yesterday’s opening statement by
defense attorney David Povich was
the first time that Mr. Greco’s ver-
sion of the events of last April 17 has
been presented to the jury, althcugh it
has been hinted at throughout the six
days of the prosecution’s case.

The state is seeking the death pen-
alty against Mr. Greco, 22, of the 2100
block Folkstone road in Timonium.
He is being tried on charges that he
raped and strangled Leta J. Larsen,
78, at her home in the 1000 block
Marleigh circle in Towson.

“This is an emotional case, and the
chance for injustice and miscarriage
of justice is terrific,” Mr. Povich told
the panel of nine men and three
women, who were seated after a
week of intensive questioning.

“We are dealing with very terrible
and sensitive personal problems,” he
said. “This tragedy started with a
strange series of telephone calls.”

Last April 16, he said, Mr. Greco
talked with his girl friend, Sheryl
Fitch, 21, about giving her a ride
home to Timonium from College
Park the next day, Good Friday. He
also talked with Miss Fitch’s mother,
Corinne Fitch, and with Mrs. Larsen.

“We will show in the testimony of
Mr. Greco that [Mrs. Larsen| was

ining about his relationshi
with Sheryl Fitch. ... She didn't like
his drinking. She believed he took
drugs. He wasn’t good enough for her
See GRECO, D6, Col. 3

State backs
composting
of sludge

By Michael K. Burns

The Maryland Environmental Ser-
vice is proposing to turn Baltimore's
unwanted sewage sludge from the
Back River treatment plant into com-

it at the plant, at a cost compara-
ble to that of the current practice of
dumping it on land.

The state agency has operated two
composting facilities for sludge from
Washington's Blue Plains treatment
plant for more than a year, market-
ing the organic gardening material
under the trade name ComPro. The
service says it has orders for more
sludge compost than it can produce,
with the current backlog at 40,000 cu-
bic yards.

Composting the Back River plant’s
sludge, which has been difficult to dis-
pose of on land because it contains
relatively high levels of metals from
industrial users, could cost $20 to $35
a ton, according to Thomas D.
McKewen, director of the Environ-
mental Service.

“It's a method that deserves seri-
ous consideration and would allow
time for a long-term solution to the
problem of Back River sludge,” he
said.

Composting sludge—the residue of
sewage treatment plants—with solid
waste is also a possibility to solve two
waste problems with one process. The
two MES sites in Prince Georges and
Montgomery counties compost sludge
with wood chips, at a cost of about
$25 a ton of sludge, excluding trans-

See SLUDGE, D8, Col. 3

Irish revelry

Sun photos—Lioyd Pearson

2 bankers

suspended
in Garrett

Past-due loans
cited; ex-director
is closing stores

Special to The Sun

Oakland—The president and a vice
president of Garrett National Bank
have been suspended amid reports of
irregularities involving “a group of
related past-due loans,” the bank an-
nounced here yesterday.

The suspended officers are Nor-
deck Shaffer, the president, and H.
Rex Teagarden, vice president and
cashier. They have resigned from the
board of directors of the bank along
with a third member, Irvin Feld,
president of H-P Stores, Inc.

The bank’s statement coincided
with the announced closing of Mr.
Feld’s family business, which oper-
ates 16 clothing stores in the Tri-State
area of Maryland, West Virginia and
Pennsylvania.

Bank officials refused to identify
the borrowers or the amount of the
loans involved.

A spokesman for the FBI's Balti-
more office said yesterday that its
resident agent in Cumberland was in-
vestigating the bank problem, but de-
clined further comment.

Mr. Feld maintained there was

City Hall’s official St. Patrick’s Day celebration was
held yesterday in War Memorial Plaza, featuring the
Ceannaf Mor School of Irish Dancing (above), a song
by Annie Nolan (below, left) and a big smile from
9-month-old Dawn Fridley as she sat in the arms of

“no relation” between the loan prob-
lems at the bank and the closing of
the stores operated by his family for
half a century.

“In my viewpoint,” he said, “they

her grandmother, Edna Hill.

are separate and distinct things.”

Garrett National's board chair-
man, Dr. James H. Feaster, Jr., who
took over as acting president, said the
bank will probably “experience some
loss,” but he would not say how many
loans were involved or the amounts
that remain unpaid.

The bank’s official statement on
the problem followed a Tuesday night
meeting of its board of directors. It
said:

“A recent audit on a group of re-
lated past-due loans revealed irregu-
larities in several checking accounts
maintained at the bank by the bor-
rowers on these loans and by several
related parties.

“These irregularities called into
question the ability of the borrowers
to repay the loans. It is now expected
the bank will experience some loss,
the magnitude of which cannot be
determined until activity in the
checking accounts ceases, arrange-
ments can be made with the borrow-
ers, collateral on loans have been val-
ued and liquidated, and insurance
coverage resolved.”

Dr. Feaster, a physician who
serves as the Garrett county medical
examiner, would not elaborate on the
prepared statement, which stressed
that customer deposits were safe and

See GARRETT, D2, Col. §

Aberdeen police zero in on men who talk to prostitutes

By Jay Spry

The Aberdeen police department
has something to write home about:
It's launched an anti-prostitution
campaign that involves sending let-
ters to the homes of men spotted talk-
ing to prostitutes.

Embarrassment is a key weapon
in the department’s drive against the
illicit sex trade, and the police hope
the warning letters will discourage
any return business.

Acting Chief Lemuel E. Porter,
Jr., recently signed and mailed the
seventh in a series of letters to men
whom police observed holding such
conversations.

City in forefront
with language plan

By Robert Benjamin

The city school board hopes to lead
the school system into the forefront of
a mild national resurgence of interest
in foreign language studies.

' Fewer than one of four students at
Baltimore's public secondary schools
now study a foreign language, a fig-
ure typical of most school districts
across the country. But under a
sweeping plan likely to be approved
by the board tonight, that percentage
could double in the next few years.

The plan, formally announced two
weeks ago, puts strong emphases on
providing language courses for stu-
dents as early as fourth grade and on
encouraging them to continue these
studies in junior and senior high.

It will make the city schools the

-
Michael Olesker has the day
off.

first district in Maryland to require
foreign language courses for all pu-
pils at any level—in this case, half-
time courses in grades 6, 7 and 8. And
it may lead to required language
studies for all city students at the
high-school level.

The plan follows 15 years of de-
cline in foreign language studies in
the public schools here and else-
where, which many say has contribut-
ed to America’s international trade
and national security problems. Al-
ready, it is drawing accolades from
educators as a much-needed move
that might turn the city schools into a
national leader in foreign-language
education.

“Baltimore is forging new
ground,” Charles Hancock, a Univer-
sity of Maryland professor of educa-
tion and president of the American
Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages, said this week.

See LANGUAGE, D4, Col. 1

Although talk alone can’t support

pity began a “Dear John” campaign

to Chief Porter.

of the potential customers, according

ent’s name was seen there talking to a

an arrest and prosecution, Chief Po
ter said yesterday, he hopes a m
sage in a man’s home mailbox will
have the desired effect. The letters
advise the recipient to visit the de-
partment to assist in its investigation
of prostitution.

Chief Porter, who has headed the
Harford county town’s police depart-
ment since the former chief was dis-
missed late last summer, said the
new policy had been under considera-
tion since last fall.

“We haven't gotten the program
fully under way yet,” the chief said.
His first letter went out about 2%
months ago—well before Baltimore

in which, for a first offense, warning
letters are handed to men who propo-
sition undercover women policemen
posing as prostitutes.

In Baltimore, the men must sign
the warning letter (or otherwise iden-
tify themselves) and are told that a
second offense will mean arrest and
prosecution.

In such a situation in Aberdeen,
police would not issue a warning: “If
we had that kind of evidence, we
would make an arrest and prosecute,”
the chief said.

In the conversations he and his
men have observed so far, the women
had already entered the cars or vans

The letters program, he said,
works this way:

“When I get proper and very good
information that a person has been
seen in a stopped car, and conversing
with a known prostitute, the tag num-
ber is given to me. I find out who they
are and I send a letter to that home
address.”

The letter states, according to
Chief Porter, that his department is
investigating prostitution and drugs
in Aberdeen’s Market street-Warren
avenue area and that the driver of the
vehicle registered in the letter recipi-

prostitute.

“I tell them I'd like to have them
stop by and see me, but so far nobody
has,” Chief Porter said.

“We want to take some of the re-
sponsibility off the prostitute and put
it on the other party who's involved,”
he added.

Prostitution has long been a prob-
lem in Aberdeen, due to the Army’s
nearby Aberdeen Proving Ground and
easy access to U.S. 40 and Interstate
95, but complaints from local citizens
have increased in volume in recent
months. All seven of Chief Porter’s
letters have gone to out-of-towners.

See LETTERS, D13, Col. 1

DR. BRUCE A. REITZ
- - developed heart-lung transplant program

Hopkins hires pioneer

Heart-lung transplants set

By Mary Knudson

Johns Hopkins Hospital will become the second
medical center in the world to offer heart-lung
transplants after hiring one of the nation’s pio-
neers of this surgery from the only existing cen-
ter, Stanford University.

Dr. Bruce A. Reitz, 37, developed the heart-
lung transplant program at Stanford University
Hospital, where six patients have undergone the
combined operation. Four of the patients are liv-
ing. The longest surviving patient is a 45-year-old
woman who underwent the rare surgery slightly
more than a year ago.

Dr. Reitz said in a telephone interview from
Stanford yesterday that Hopkins was able to lure
him to Baltimore with an offer to head the divi-
sion of cardiac surgery here.

He said he will arrive June 1 and that it will
take three to six months to assemble a team for
the surgery. Dr. Reitz's presence also will allow
Hopkins to start doing heart transplants—a more
common operation than the heart-lung transplant
combination.

Dr. Reitz said that about eight hospitals in the
country—none in Maryland—now do heart trans-

plants. The closest facility that does the operation |
is the Medical College of Virginia. |

He said that to his knowledge, Stanford is the |
only center in the world that is performing heart-
lung transplants.

Dr. Reitz’s work with the transplants is the
subject of the lead article in the current issue of
the New England Journal of Medicine, a prom-
inent medical publication.

Candidates for the operation are those adults |
who have pulmonary hypertension, a rare form of |
high blood pressure that is based in the lungs and
causes a person to turn blue and have shortness of
breath, and people with congenital heart defects
in which blood vessels going to the lungs are also
impaired. |

The operation costs $75,000 at Stanford, Dr.
Reitz said. Most insurance companies pay about |
half of that amount, he said. Stanford has a grant |
from the National Heart, Lung and Blood Insti-
tute, an arm of the National Institutes of Health, |
that pays for the remaining costs so that patients
are not charged.

Dr. Reitz said he will apply for a similar grant
to help finance the work at Hopkins.

2 See HEART, D8, Col. 1 =
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Szulinski,

A Mass of Christian Burial for Al-
fred F. Szulinski, who was active in
civic and political affairs in the
Brooklyn Park area, will be offered
at 10 am. today at Holy Rosary
Church, 401 South Chester street.

Mr. Szulinski, 65, lived in the 100
block Wallace avenue in Brooklyn
Park. He died Monday at Church
Home and Hospital after a short ill-

He had been a design draftsman,
retiring from Westinghouse Electric
in August after 30 years of service.
Earlier he worked for the Piasecki
Helicopter Company near Philadel-
phia and Fairchild Industries in
Hagerstown.

He was a member of the board of
North Arundel Hospital, and for
much of the past 17 years was chair-
man of the Anne Arundel Police Com-
mnmly Council.

In 1964 he was named to the
Metropolitan Transit Authority and
served about six years.

He also sat on the Anne Arundel
Board of Election Supervisors in the
early 1960s, but withdrew after filing

active in Brooklyn Park, dies

as a candidate for the Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners,

He was a former president of the
Brooklyn Heights Improvement As-
sociation and the Roland Terrace
Democrmcr‘ Club, was active in the

esterday at the Jenkins
lome after a long illness.
A Mass of Christian Burial for Mr.
Williams, who was 97 and lived at the
home for two years, will be offered at
a.m. tomorrow at Immaculate

road, died
morial

Brooklyn
and was a member of the Stoney
Creek and Lake Shore Democratic
clubs.

He also belonged to the Glen
Burnie lodges of the Elks and Moose.

A native of Curtis Bay, he attended
Poly and graduated from Calvert
Hall College. He later took courses at
the Johns Hopkins University, the
University of Maryland and the Uni-
versity of Baltimore.

He is survived by his wife, the for-
mer Jane A. Zukowski; a daughter,
Jeanette Rezai of Relay; his mother,
Josephine Szulinski of Brooklyn Park;
a brother, Milton J. Szulinski of Rich-
land, Wash., and three grandchildren.

Harold A. Williams

Harold A. Williams, a retired offi-
cial of the Baltimore and Ohio rail-

Sarah Rose, 66, city teacher

Services for Sarah A. Rose, a re-
tired teacher in the Baltimore city
school system, will be held at 11 a.m.
tomorrow at the Metropolitan United
Methodist Church, Carrollton avenue
and Lanvale street.

. Rose, who was 66, died Mon-
day at her home in the 3600 block
Edgewood road after a long illness.

She retired seven years ago as a
teacher at the Dickey Hill Elemen-
tary School after 29 years in the city
school system.

During that time, she also served
as principal of a summer enrichment
program at the Patapsco Elementary
School and operated training pro-
grams for teachers’ aides.

For 10 years before that, she
taught in schools in Calvert county.

She was a member of Kappa Delta
Phi, an educational honorary society,
and other professional groups.

At the Metropolitan United Meth-
odist Church, she was a Sunday school
teacher, a member of the Communion
Stewardesses, a member of the fi-
nance committee and a member of
the United Methodist Women.

She did volunteer work for Provi-
dent Hospital and in the office of the
March of Dimes.

She was active in several social
groups, including Les Neus Femmes,
the Leisurettes, the Birthday Circle,
the Merry Makers Bowling League
and the local graduate chapter of
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority.

She is survived by her mother,
Mary B. Walker, of Baltimore, and
two sisters, Loretta Parran, of St.
Leonards, and Hortense Franklin, of
Baltimore.

Francis G. Hoskins

Services for Francis G. Hoskins, a
retired yardmaster for the Baltimore
and Ohio railroad, were held March 6
at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, in El-
licott City.

Mr. Hoskins, who was 67 and lived
in the 4900 block C: court

maritan Hospital as a result of a
stroke.

Before his retirement about a year
ago he worked for many years in the
accounting and auditing offices of the
health care programs that were ad-
ministered by Social Security.

A certified public accountant, he
also operated his own business, the
Freeland Business Service, for more
than 15 years.

A native of Baltimore and a mem-
ber of the class of 1936 at South-
ern High School, he graduated from
the University of Baltimore and also
studied at the Baltimore College of
Commerce.

He was a member of the board of
the Pine Grove United Methodist
Church and treasurer of its cemetery
association.

He is survived by his wife, the for-
mer Mae Davis; a son, Charles H.
Cheelsman II1, of Baltimore; a daugh-
ter, Frances Marie Geier, of Free-
land; two sisters, Bernadine Conway,
of Grasonville, and Ethel Sciacza, of
Riviera Beach; a brother, Joseph Earl
Cheelsman, of Parkville, and one
grandson.

Penny Faith Martin

Services for Penny Faith Martin,
an art enthusiast, were held March 8
at the Byers funeral establishment in
Randallstown.

Mrs. Martin, who was 23 and lived
in the 10500 block Old Court road in
Woodstock, was killed March 5 in an
automobile accident at Security
boulevard and Forest Park avenue.

A native of Baltimore who was
raised in Woodlawn, the former
Penny Faith Thornton was educated
at the Featherbed Lane Elementary
School, the Woodlawn junior and se-
nior high schools and Catonsville
Community College.

As a child, she played on girls'
softball teams in the Woodlawn area.
She also was fond of cruising on the
Cl k ing to

in Columbia, died March 4 at Mary-
land General Hospital after a long ill-
ness.

He retired in 1975 as Washington
yardmaster after working for the
B&O for 37 years.

Starting as a clerk in Baltimore,
he worked as a yardmaster or train-
master in Philadelphia, Brunswick,
Gassaway, W.Va, and Staten Island,
N.Y., before being assigned to his
final job in Washington.

A native of Connellsville, Pa., he
was raised in the Baltimore area and
educated at the Franklin Day School,
McDonogh School and New Windsor
College.

He is survived by his wife of 44
years, the former Marjorie Carruth-
ers; three daughters, Barbara Kee-
gan, of Ellicott City, Jennifer Scho-
field, of Guam, and Deborah Dayhoff,
of Columbia; his stepmother, Louise
W. Hoskins, of Baltimore; a brother,
Lane C. Hoskins, of edin, Fla.;
stepbrother, Thomas Ward, of Balti
more; a stepslster, Jane W. Murray,

of

on a
her parents, Hamilton H. and Priscil-
la Ann Leitch, of Woodlawn.

Her husband, Ronald C. W. Martin,
works at the General Motors plant in
East Baltimore.

In addition to her husband and par-
ents, survivors include a brother, Pat-
rick Guzman of Woodlawn; two sis-
ters, Tamira Lynn Guzman and Mar-
garet Molloy, both of Woodlawn, and
her grandparents, Samuel and Hazel
Smith of Woodlawn.

Jerome J. Grabus

A Mass of Christian Burial for Je-
rome J. Grabus, a retired industrial
engineer and a native of Baltimore,
was offered March 6 at St. Timothy’s
Church in Norwood, Mass.

Mr. Grabus, who was 60, died
March 4 at a Norwood hospltal after
a long illness. He lived in Norwood
for more than 20 years.

He retired last year after two
years as an industrial engineer for

and five

Charles Cheelsman

Services for Charles H. Cheels-
man, Jr., an accountant and retired
Social Security Administration offi-
cial, will be held at 11 a.m. tomorrow
at the Ruck Towson funeral establish-
ment, 1050 York road.

eelsman, who was 63 and
lived in the 1400 block Walker road in
Freeland, died Monday at Good Sa-

Spear which manufac-
tures parts for radar equipment.

Before joining Spear, he sold life
insurance for the Knights of Colum-
bus for about 10 years.

He is survived by his wife, the for-
mer Betty Pyle; two daughtels, Carol
Peck and Linda Grabus, both of Wal-
pole, Mass; a son, David Grabus, of
Norwood; two brothers, Anthony
Grabus, of Ocean City, and Eugene
Grabus, of Lakewood, Colo., and two
grandchildren.

Anti-prostitution drive on

LETTERS, from D1-

The chief said that, as long ago as
last October, he tried to get the
town’s anxihario police group
volved and still hopes to get coopera-
tion from its members in the program
of observing men in contacts with
prostitutes and then mailing the men
letters.

While the program so far has
brought no reaction from the letter
recipients, it brought a negative one
yesterday from the state executive
director of the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, who denounced it as
“reprehamhle police practice.”

“That’s what happens when you
deal with victimless crime,” said
John C. Roemer III, the ACLU offi-
cial. “The police overreach beca

'.hzt'x the only way they can handle
it.

In the ACLU’s view, accordmg to
Mr. Roemer, police contacts with citi-
zens should be limited to investiga-
tions of serious offenses or occasions
when there may be an arrest.

If there is no evidence of a crime
and the polim can still intimidate
someone, “there’s no due process at
all,” Mr. Roemer added.

He doubted whether the program
would be the basis for legal action,
however, saying that the men in-
volved probably would not want to

identify themselves.

“If someone does want to chal-
lenge it and come forward, we'll be
glad to consider supporting him,” Mr.
Roemer added.

(‘ ion Church in Towson.

He retired in 1954 as the general
freight agent for sales and service in
the railroad’s eastern region.

A native of Clinton, Iowa, he start-
ed working for the B&O as an office
boy in Chicago and worked in the
freight traffic departments there, in
Milwaukee and in Cumberland before
being assigned to the headquarters of-
fice in Baltimore in 1932.

During a luncheon in his honor a
year ago, sponsored by an organiza-
tion of retired administrative officers
of the railroad, he was told that he
had set a record by receiving payroll
or retirement checks from the rail-
road for 82 years.

His wife, the former Helen
Schmitt, died in 1978.

In the Baltimore area, he lived in
Roland Park, Towson and finally Lu-
therville before entering Jenkins Me-

morial.
He is survived by 2 sons, Harold A.
Williams, Jr., of Baltimore, and Rob-

devote
Gladys
Ruth Kuhn, Mrs. Bi
sey, Tom
Hodson Also. survived by
six grandchildren and five

ert A, Williams, of ; 2 daugh-
ters, Mrs. William A. Doyle, and Mrs.
Thomas A. Riley, both of Luthervill
17 grandchildren, and 4 great-grand-
children.

Adoption group
plans bull roast

Adoption Associates will sponsor a
bull and oyster roast from 1 p.m. to 6
p.m. April 25 at Oregon Ridge.

Tickets are $15 a person.

Additional information may be ob-
tained by calling Norma Cucci at 296-
6334 or Carol White at 795-0164.

Eastern’s 50th reunion

The class of 1932 of Eastern High
School will hold its 50th reunion May
27 at the Greenspring Inn.

Class members who have not been
contacted may call Helen W. Wolfe at
435-8707 or 866-1253.
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