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predicted.
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INSIDE TODAY

Kearse and James
to enter NFL draft

Two Southwest Florida
products who dominated in
college football last season
are taking their games to
the next level. Florida line-
backer Jevon Kearse from
North Fort Myers High
School and Miami running
back Edgerrin James from
Immokalee High School
announced Tuesday they
are leaving school early to
enter the NFL draft

M SPORTS /1C

Hill nominated
for 10 Grammys

Hip-hop phenom Lauryn
Hill received a leading 10
Grammy nominations
Tuesday for her critically
acclaimed debut solo album
“The  Miseducation of
Lauryn Hill.” The 23-year-
old Hill will compete against
a nearly all-female field —
including Madonna, Sheryl
Crow, Shania Twain — for
album of the year.

W LIFESTYLES / 1E

32-cent stamps
| not enough Sunday

l’ Postal workers rushed
1 ) to keep Il-cent
stamps in stock as demand
shot up in advance of the
f\rs‘\ class  mail  price
ncrease Sunday. The cost
ofmammu]euer is rising to
33 cents, turning leftover
32-cent stamps into insuffi-
cient postage. Prices for
Express, Priority and other
mail also will rise an overall
average of 2.9 percent
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Elton John to play Everblades Arena

M Tickets for Feb. 26 performance on sale Jan. 16. LIFESTYLES / 1E

Legends on way to Hall of Fame

M Ryan, Brett, Yount make it on first ballot. SPORTS / 1C
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Region’s farmers fearful of freeze

Chill may set record,
cut close on crops
News-Press staff

Southwest Florida farmers scram-
bled Tuesday to protect their crops
from record-breaking low tempera-
tures predicted for this morning.

Meteorologists expected tempera-
tures to shatter the previous record of
36 degrees set in 1956. Temperatures
were expected to plunge into the high
20s inland, while they'll be near freez-
ing west of Interstate 75, said meteo-
rologist Ron Morales.

day’s 40-degree temperatures
didn’t hurt crops, but tied a record

the
kalee Produce Shippers.

The National Weather Service, how-
ever, had not put out a freeze warning
for Lee, Charlotte and Collier counties.

“We're pumping water in the ditch-
es, just like everyone else. Most likely
[ll be out here all night,” said A.J.

Nychyk Jr., whose family farm grows
jalapeno peppers east of Interstate 75
near San Carlos Park. “It looks like
there’s a chance we'll %el through it all
right, but it could be close.”

Workers at Immokalee Produce
Shi&mers were racing Tuesday to
pick tomatoes.

“We're picking, but we can’t pick
them all, because they're not mature
enough,” said Rick Levine, who runs
packing operation for Immo-

setFm 1956. s See COLD / 12A
armers were cautious Tuesday,
particularly  since winds were M Voices from the North / 12A

expected to stay calm.

M Tips for damaged plants / 124

ANDREW WEST/News-Press

CHILLY COMMUTE: Irene Nakitene uses her
sweater as a hat to keep warm as she walks
to work Tuesday moming along Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Boulevard in Fort Myers.

The Associated Press

Winter showed no mercy
across much of the nation on
Tuesday, bringing a record cold
reading of 36 degrees below
zero to lllinois, more than a foot
of new snow to heavily blanket-
ed upstate New York and rare
frigid conditions all the way
south to the Gulf Coast.

Many didn’t have the luxury
of hiding indoors from subzero

temperatures
Being outside in downtown
Milwaukee, where it was

minus 12 degrees Tuesday
morning, was “painfully cold,

" Cold blankets nation

like you got smacked,” said
construction worker Pat Provo,
red-faced and bundled in lay-
ers of clothing.

The death toll from the icy
weather that began in earnest
over the weekend climbed to
91, many having lost their lives
in traffic crashes caused by
slick roads. Victims ranged as
far south as Tennessee.

Slick roads kept schools
closed in many states, utility
service was down in spots and
frozen plumbing was a serious
problem across a wide area.

W Northern weather / 4A

“The best and the brightest ideas do not come from the state capital
but from the untapped human capital that resides in our diverse communities.”

- Gov. Jeb Bush

riskl

Jeb Bush era launched b

Celebrities, crowds
brave capital’s chill
for inauguration

By JIM ASH
and MARJORIE MENZEL

News-Press Tallahassee bureau

TALLAHASSEE — Florida’s new
Republican_era officially began
Tuesday with a blast of frigid air
and glowing promises for the
future.

Jeb Bush, the 45-year-old Miami
developer who never had held
elected office, became Florida's
43rd governor at 12:05 p.m., taking

| the oath of office on the steps of

the Old Capitol Building in front of
about 1,600 shivering dignitaries
and supporters.

In a speech that touched only on
broad themes, Bush pledged to rein
in government and to tap the
power of family, faith and commu-
nity to solve the state’s problems,

“The best and the brightest ideas
do not come from the state capital,
but from the untapped human cap-
ital that resides in our diverse com-
munities,” he said.

Bush was flanked by his wife,
Columba, his three children and
his parents, former President
George Bush and former first lady
Barbara Bush.

Also attending was Bush’s broth-
er and highly touted GOP presiden-
tial contender, Texas Gov. George
W. Bush. F_van%;el\sl Billy Graham,
silver-haired, slightly stooped and
walking with a cane, delivered an
opening prayer and a benediction

The crowd included the state’s

last two Republican governors, Bob
Martinez and Claude Kirk, as well
as congressmen, state Supreme
Court justices, Cabinet members,
le%mhmrs, blue-collar workers and
billionaire sports mogul Wayne
Huizenga.

Most were bundled in winter
coats, sitting on folding chairs in a
knifing wind that plunged temper-
atures well below freezing, despite
the sunny sky

The celebrity factor outweighed
the wind-chill factor for a group of
Polk County residents who assem-
bled before dawn for a ceremony
that didn’t start until 11 a.m.

“You have a president and two
governors here in one spot at one

Photos by The Associated Press

TAKING THE OATH: Florida Gov. Jeb Bush is sworn in by Florida Chief Justice Major Harding, right, as
Bush'’s wife, Columba, holds the Bible and their son, George, left, looks on Tuesday in Tallahassee.

time; you can’t beat that for histo-
1y, said Kim Miller, a Haines City
firefighter who brought his 10-year-
old daughter, Jessica

For state Republican Party
Chairman Tom Slade, the day
marked the culmination of years of
work, and the launch of a new
Republican era.

Bush is the first Republican gov-
ernor to share power with a
Republican  Legislature ~ since
Reconstruction. Bush also shares
power with three Republicans in a
six-member elected Cabinet, giving
them the ability to outvote
Democrats, 4-3.

“This is truly

an opportunity to
change the way government does
business in the state of Florida,”

Slade said. “It will be less intru-
sive. It will rely more on the indi

vidual wisdom of the people of our
state.”

To many Republican legislators,
that means tax rebates. Legislative
leaders already are studying $800
million in tax breaks for corpora-
tions and individuals at a time
when the $45 billion state budget is
expected to have $1.3 billion in new
revenues.

Bush only hinted at tax relief in
his speech. “I want to protect peo-
ple, not bureaucracies,” he said. “I
want state government to be more
respectful of the earnings of
Florida’s families, not more
desirous.”

PRESSING THE FLESH: Gov.

Jeb

See BUSH / 6A ;s shakes hands along the inaugur-

M Capital’s face changes / 6A
M Local lawmakers happy / 6A

al parade route Tuesday after taking
the oath of office.

Arrest
to land
_your car
in jail

‘ City lets police

confiscate autos
By NADINE SLIMAK

‘ News-Press staff writer

People arrested for drug and
prostitution crimes in Fort
Myers won't just face criminal
penalties anymore.

A new city ordinance passed
by the city council Monday
night allows police to confis-
cate suspects’ cars and force
them to pay a civil penalty for
the crime — and that’s before

I’s really meant to clean up
our city and make it a safer
place for our citizens,” said
Councilwoman Brenda
Brewer, who spearheaded the
effort modeled after a similar
Tampa ordinance

Not everyone agrees. Howard
Simon, executive director of the
Florida American Civil Liberties
Union, called such efforts “out-
rageous.

“This is a system of legal
theft that enriches the coffers
of cities,” Simon said. “It’s like
1 parallel criminal justice sys
tem with more nhxed -
dards.

According to the ordinance
Cars can be impounded if they
were used to “help commit
acts of prostitution... or lewd-

or illegally contain any
controlled substance.

Exempt cars are those that
were stolen and used for the
crime; those seized by another
law enforcement agency; or
cars borrowed and used to
help commit the crime without
the owner’s knowledge

Owners can get their cars
back by paying a $500 fine,
$50 in court costs, plus the cost
of towing and up to $10 per
day in storage fees. They have
five days to request a prelimi-
nary hearing before a hearing
examiner

If the hearing examiner
finds probable cause for police
to have seized the car, the
owner can then have a full
hearing during which the city
will be forced to prove the
crime

See CARS / 12A

Lee drops early school start

WHAT’S NEXT

@ The Lee County

But district may

try to move up

date in the future
By KIMBERLY MILLER

News-Press staff writer

The Lee County School
District has given up the push
for an earlier school start date
for this fall.

Instead, a committee will
meet Thursday to consider a

new proposal that closely
resembles the current sched
ule.

In December, the district’s cal-
endar committee disagreed on a
calendar that would maintain a
180-day year, but start school
earlier over the next two years.

This year, teachers returned

to school Aug 17, with students
\mmng Aug. 2:

“The huggm problem was the
district wanted to come up with
a new early starting date with:
out any real statistics on what
the advantage
of it was,” said
Louis Roos, a
teacher at
Cape  Coral
High  School
and member of
the calendar
committee.

The failure of
the committee
to agree on a
schedule meant the decision
would have to be negotiated dur
ing contract talks with the teach
ers’ union in the spring. School
officials are hoping to resolve the
issue before then, but are not giv

ing up entirely on an earlier

school start date for the future.

TI'm going to throw out the
idea to see if there is any possi-
bility of two years from now
starting early,” said Don
Campbell, director of district
operations

The district wants to start
school earlier so that students
would have more time in class
before they take fall standard
ized tests, and so high school
students could take finals
before winter break

But opponents to an earlier
start date say the benefits just

ore.

wght for 31 years
and professionally 1 can't see
the advantage,” Roos said.
Marco Hughes, a 16-year-old
at Cape Coral High School
agrees. He said he needed the

School District's calendar
committee discusses the
new plan Thursday.

B If an agreement is
reached Thursday, the
calendar will go to the Lee
County School Board for
final approval. A vote could
come as early as next week.

two weeks at winter break to
relax and study before the
semester ends.

“If we didn't have the time, we
wouldn't be able to complete all
the work we have,” Hughes said

Some parents, however, say
start dates are unimportant

s long as they have their
time in the summer, it doesn't
matter,” said San Carlos mother
Reci Hedman

‘You have mail,’ so
AOL loses exclusivity

* The Associated Press and the message “You have
ALEXANDRIA, Vo, —Afec- Al &ppedrs on, the yereen,
However, on Dec. 24, U.S
eral judge turned down piger jydge Claude Hilton of
h\\‘vujhkw ({IWIL\H‘( s ~vv|h‘n Alexandria rejected AOL's
he make AT&T stop tellin request that he block AT&T
mail users “You have mail from using “You have mail.”
AT&T maintains that it's a There was no likelihood

commonly used E

and AOL cannot claim
exclusive right

The issue landed in court
after AT&T started using the
phrase in December on

WorldNet e-mail service,
Dulles-based

lish phrase

its  “Buddy List”
and
i Internet provider

AOL would suffer irreparable

an  harm if the request was
denied, the judge said

The judge also refused to

block “AT&T from using

and the abbrevia-
tion “I M” with its free instant
messaging service

AOL  so a temporary AOL said it had registered
restraining order Buddy List” as a trademark

When AOL subscribers get for the address book in its ser
electronic mail, a voice vice, and has a for' a
announces u've got mail” trademark on “I M
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COLD: Region’s growers busy,

but beaches aren’t WHAT THEY sain

M “Itis cold. It's about 2

From Page 1A

“Some peuﬁ]e complain about the price of
tomatoes at the supermarket,” Levine said. “If
they saw what we stand to lose in the field
tonight, maybe they'd feel differently. Growers
in this area could lose tens of millions of dollars.”

Workers at Country Boys Growers north of
Alva were covering their cucumber and
squd\h plants.

“We're covering some young plants with
dirt and covering some with palmetto limbs,
and bnngm§ water up in the ditches as high
as we can,” Don Tanner said.

The cold temperatures won't hurt citrus
groves, which are less vulnerable than veg-
etable fields. It takes four hours or more of

28-degrees or lower to damage fruit

The cold most likely will help with the col-
oring of the fruit and its durability, said
Norman Todd, a LaBelle consultant

While farmers scurried about, beaches
were quiet. For a while, the only inhabitants of
Bonita Beach were seagulls. Fluffed up by
strong winds ruffling their feathers, the birds
appeared to huddle together for warmth.

Then shortly before 1 p.m., a pair of winter
residents in matching green jackets became the
lone people on the sand. Bill and Dee Riley
walked along the beach with a metal detector,
finding a few coins buried in the sand.

We came down today because we don’t
want to disturb the beachgoers and put sand
in anyone’s face,” Bill Riley said

Dee Riley said she’s an outdoors person who
can't bear to stay inside, even on cold days. “I
like it here now,” she said.

The weather up north still was causing
problems with flights from Southwest Florida
International Airport

It was easier to say which fIthls were un
time than which were running late Tues|
said_spokeswoman Susan Sanders “The
weather in the Midwest is a problem. People
need to check with the airlines

overnight:

= News-Press staff writers Andrea Stetson,
Nadine Slimak, Laura Ruane and Sheldon
Zoldan contributed to this report

B Don't prune any frozen or dead branches on
trees and shrubs until March.

W Dead parts will protect living parts of the tree
should another freeze occur.

PLANT TIPS

Tips to follow if your plants were damaged by cold

BENJAMIN RUSNAK/News-Press
GETTING READY: Carlos Hernandez, a worker at Country Boys Growers north of Alva, puts
palmetto fronds and soil over small squash plants in an effort to protect the plants from a pos-
sible freeze Tuesday night.

JANUARY LOWS

Record low temperatures in January:

M 28 DEGREES: Jan.
M 29 DEGREES: Jan.
W 30 DEGREES: Jan.
Jan. 22, 1985

W 31 DEGREES: Jan. 31, 1986

31, 1966; Jan. 13, 1981
12, 1982
20 1971; Jan. 19, 1981;

degrees, | think. We just had a
weekend of ice and snow. We
keep the cars funning and'try to
not get out too much.”
GT. JOHN LOWMAN,
Hudson (Ohio) Police Depanmsm

W “It's not so great here and we
are anticipating more snow, like
three more inches. We already
have 13 inches. Last | haard it
was 32 deg(ses below zero.”
HONDA JOHNSON,
information clerk,
St. John Detroit
Riverview Hospital
M “It is cold and snowy, and
people are going crazy when it
gets cold like this. They are all
just scared to death they are
not going to be able to get their
milk and bread. It think it's 4

(degrees) out there.”
DON STEWART

Kroger No. J-20. Indiunupoﬁa

W “We are full here, and it is
cold. It's below zero, but the
kids are doing pretty good here
because we have a lot of activi-
ties for them. Outside it is pretty
rough, and this is slowing down
all the public lransponahon
WINSTON

Salvation Amvy. CMcaqo

W “It is pretty bad here, but we
are finally moving again all
points west and to the south.
It's 17 degrees, and the snow is
blowing all around. It is not a
good time to visit.”
— RALPH BEATHLEY,
et salesman,

ticke
Greyhound Bus Lines, Buffalo

CARS
Pay or walk

From Page 1A

The city has up to 45 days after
the seizure to schedule the full hear-
ing and, in the meantime, owners
can “bond” their car out by putting
up the fine, court costs, towing and
storage fees. The money would be
refunded if the city did not meet its
burden of proof.

“We want to make sure people
seeking these activities know the
consequences. They'll either be
walking or paying a hea]m?' fee,”
said Fort Myers Police Chief Larry
Hart. “We're trying to rid the city of
the stigma of prostitution.”

The ordinance took effect when
council passed it Monday. However,
the ordinance likely won't be
enforced until a hearing examiner is
in place, and police officers are
briefed about the change, Hart said.
That could take up to 60 days.

Officials in Tampa passed a simi-
lar ordinance in March 1997, said
Nancy Silva, assistant city attorney.
So far, 945 vehicles have been
impounded, with up to 40 percent of
them being returned to the owners
at no charge. “Those were borrowed
(or stolen) cars,” Silva said.

Although people grumble about
paying the fines, none have followed
through with a court challenge, Silva
said.

The U.S. Supreme Court has
upheld the law after challenges com-
ing from other states. “It was chal-
lenged in Michigan about three
years ago and the law was upheld,”
the ACLU’s Simon said. “Anybody
with an ounce of concern about civil
rights ought to be outraged by this.”

1800 Boy Scout Drive

2320 Colonial Boulevard

Let Galloway Ford Used Cars & Sam's Wholesale Automart put you back on the road to financial recovery.

SPECIAL FINANCING!

CREDIT PROBLEMS?

[ Bankruptcy - Repossession - Medical Bills
+ Foreclosure

|+ Bad Credit - Bruised Credit

. Divorcej

WE’LL GIVE YOU THE CREDIT YOU DESERVE! WE SPECIALIZE IN reestablishing your credit wnh major lending insfitufions!

PLANS TO FIT ANY BUDGET!
CALL THE AUTOMATED CREDIT HOTLINE:

1-888-809-3673
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