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Holiday
brings forth

rlbd&x:yrulestays

| Kansas City police must continue to live in the
| city despite a recent change in Missouri law. B-3

Steve Penn
Western Missouri Mental Health Center’s new
home will be a major step up. Commentary, B-2
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~ County OKs wastewater rafes

Platte
County
charges 18

i i $1.50 service to cover the service charge and a $2.10 volume
Lighter users get relief under structure $100 SR e et oo
rewnge . — ~ month, down from the current The goal all along, Furtado said. . .
‘water & $541 was (o reduce the sticker shock as N
— i anything — ':y -ug‘-l;ln.n Furtado, The wastewater bill also will in-  soclated with an old rate structure ln Stlng
(Osama bin Laden might ety John Toplikar, Susie Wolf and Doug  clude a volume charge of $1.78 for  that in some cases more than dou
have in store for us on lingeding criticism, John-  Wood voted yes. Voting no were every 1,000 of water a cus-  bled the wastewater bills of small Case Jud
this second Fourth since 9/11, we | son o0 G Bd Peterson,  for-  tomer is ted t0 send (o the  water users on fixed incomes. -ases Include
shudder to think. Thursday approved wastewater mer attorney with the Kansas Cor-  county’s sewers. The old rate was  Higher bills for heavy users also st deput
But ] can tell you with utmost user rates 0 go into effect in mjd- Commission that regu-  $1.40. could force those customers to pnest, deputy
certalnty many l%n utility rates; chairwoman Asa Olathe charges  conserve water, Furtado said
have for his evilness on a 43 vote, once on the a$3.21 monthly service charge and ~ As adopted, the median water By GLENN E. RICE
this day of celebration. @ rate structure that pro- Water District No. 1 board; and a $3.57 volume charge for every user consuming 183 gallons a day The Kensas City Star
After enjoying the holiday bar a slight break for small water  David Lindstrom. 1,000 gallons of water used, while  will see a $21.28 bimonthly waste
becues and maybx d to those with big  Under the new plan, the county’s the Unified Government in Kansas Platte County authorities on
a(lh-uhzn hmlltu using as much as 500 gal-  wastewater customers will pay a  City, Kan., charges a $6.98 monthly See RATE, B-3 Thursday filed state charges
retire to the back quu\u 18 persons arre sted during
yard, amatch.., ———— sting
oﬂm Osama’s head clean um netted several pmmnum
2 people, including a priest and :
“Jouve gtto et comolthsn Stocking up for the Fourth Eomt dopy
said the guy at the fireworks The sting, which occurred in
stand, a place | visit each July for, June, focused on escort services
ahem, purely professional rea- and involved 20 law enforcement
sons. agencies in Kansas and Missouri
When it comes to fireworks, the largest local sting of its kind
Kansas City, Kan., may be wide About 100 people were arrested
open. But twoliveina according to Kansas City police.
everything which coordinated the effort
but and snakes is Sixteen of those charged Thurs
avenal threat. day in Platte County face a misde-
“What do | have to have?” | meanor charge of patronizing
asked. “You mean, more than the prostitution. Two persons were
family pack and the smoke charged with a misdemeanor
bombs and the snaps and the charge of prostitution
morning glories and those things Prostitution is a public health
that zip around on the threat,” said Platte County Prose
and scare the dog half to death? cutor Eric Zahnd. “We don't want
“That is, they would if | were to people patronizing prostitutes in
purchase contraband, take Platte County, and my office will
across county lines and expose file charges against those who seek
to possible arrest and cer-
See STING, B-2
“And by the way, the cops don't
ever walt across the street and fol =
low your customers home, do
mmm-uw KU :\10(]
m:l“ wd:;ydbum
to ftems: <
the Roman candie spartersand set to open
mﬂ-’qloohdmho about -
cones \
seveninchesin height Atop each, new units
o
a ‘summer
Ao hlpaciage | b e e
was covered in white on |
which there was a. ofa | As Chris Ruder walked through
robed and bearded man in a head KU Med's new medical/telemetry
clutching an AK-47. . and Intensive-care units Thursday,
“Sotheretls," said, ‘thefa- | b e . e work crews scurried about adding
mous Exploding Bin | M Rainbow Fireworks on Rainbow Boulevard in Kansas City, Kan., celebration of Independence Day. For a list of where to find big displays the finishing touches.
gin.” } Thursday, Carol Jones of Kansas City selected fireworks for her family’s  of fireworks, see Page 34 in Preview. One worker scrubbed the walls
Lastyear, the BxplodingBin | {0 remove the construction dust
Laden 'was quite a hit at several technicians tested com
| | fireworks stands, though puter equip and phones.
seenrone | other people unpacked medical
“Looks just like him," | said, | T bl ki d] h d . l h supplies in the patient rooms.
watwewa | lables turn as Kindly shop needs its own [ucky charm — onvene e viosa
ly open the new units, which are
3 part of a $21 milllon expansion that
sald. qud-aahmhdpchﬂdnnlm» The shop needs at least 3,000 in it all” Akers said included adding a sixth fioor t the
square feet, ly with a 10-  Ifanew home isn't found, he sald, ~ hospital at 39th Street and Rainbow
lhq)plwldummhe— foot-high to leave room to  the shop bly will disband and ~ Boulevard in Kansas City, Kan.
along with 91 other kinds of items maneuver hundreds of orders will have to be “I have no jitters, it is great excite-
— to state schools and other insti-  And the new location needs to be  canceled. ment,” said Ruder, KU Med's nurs
tutions. rent- They've been looking. A Raytown  ing director. “I think the expanded
Now the shop itself needs help,  For 17 years, volunteers from the  church has offered space in its new  facility will allow our staff to work in
said Bill Akers, one of the co-direc- Ploneers have run the building but that won't be available  an environment that is a really
tors. workshop now housed in the for-  until 2005. great place (o be.”
It has an end-of-August deadline mer AT&T plant at US. 50 and overhead rock bottom is Patients, however, won't move in
to move its table saws, drills, Road. That facility, sold essential to the shop's success. 10 the new units until midmonth.
produce sanders, routers and racks of wood  and renamed The CHARM impwu founded The expansion contains the 22
More sensitive souls might say 2,000 of equipment each to a new location, which it hasn't Campus, is being - — ——
. year. use those one- yet found. “Unfortunately, we got caught up s-snorl: See EXPANSION, B-2
lhl“.'lbwm!t!"
dam candle,” he said.
SR . An Independence Day throwback
On the next shelf down was a Area residents can celebrate Inde-  donation for children (o tour the ex
green, fist-sized, Saddam Hussein e d this weekend tour-  hibit. Thirty-minute flights are
made of wax. He was on his hands [ ] [ ] 4 H ’ ing @ World War I bomber at Wheel-  available for a $400 tax-deductible
and knees. The wick came out of Y | He wont o 300 Richards  donation. Call (386) 451-9508 or
back : 8 e . Road, Kansas City. (978) 562-9182 for flight reserva
;wnﬂhhlm Fire in me] sauna b '/ v/ fwl a th'lng hn:mm-rn tions. The Collings Foundation is a
h:t in a ¢ | Demonstrating 17 Flying Fortress organization that spon
“Does it blow up?” a fire earty Thursday at the vy _,,M:h to stand in the cockpit, sors events to teach American his
“No,its lﬂ&lﬂl& City A Schons i, captain ofthe | climb the bomb bay or  tory through direct
the sothekidwith | No. were reported. Olathe Fire man the waist guns of the combat  For more information, call (816)
The fire was reported about 6:35 N ntotmecnate | The B-17 will be 4151996, send e-mall to
“What! istheyhol- ‘| am. inahealth center on the 22nd cracker held by & man- from 9 a.m. to 6 pm. today and Sat- or
lowouta! ] floor of the hotel, 200W. 12th St | undayand9am to ] pm Sunday  check Web  site:
nd...” Caol Pecoraro, the Sogn s ekd mant s | Thg Oeigs
Well I plonn. | o wnage. sld he e bogmn b @0 Grant 2l of e 2 $4 donation for adults and a 52 — Joanna sar
‘We may not ‘mens dry sauna, but that offi- Great Plains parking lot
m-du had an exact on Thursday. Last your,
under the red glare, some She said no guests were us- Seowerks injured almont Animal control service
strike s :rﬁ-nh-._: 200 people in Kanses. s 2
ver rooms were Kansas now providing an- service out to Kansas City
And will m- | imal control service for unincorpo-  The is paying more than
getitat ire investigators total | rated areas of Jackson County. $69,000 for the contract, which in
It butat  the hotel at . | Previously, the m public  cludes the salary, benefits,
The center be | works animal and for two
n-u:u for | control issues in that area. Howev- officers. The two officers
cleaning and repairs, Pecoraro 1, the county’s two animal control ‘wulhuwmtmlm
said. Wl - B officers recently left their positions  to 5 pm. NH‘L
— Kevin Hoffmann/The Siar and the county decided to contract — Benita Y Williams/The




STEVE PENN

New center
is triumph
for all

nly a couple of blocks
separale the Western Mis
souri Mental Health Cen

er and its future
And from my vantage point

the future of the center and its

patients will be greatly im

proved

me next

fissouri

That's because somet
lanuary, the Westerr
Mental Health Center
from 600 E. 22nd St. into a new
$51 million facility under cor

will move

struction at 23rd Street and
Campbell Avenue

I'd like to think it will be the
onstituents ol I ices wh
vill benefit the most,” said Gloria
Joseph, the center’s chief opera
tions officer. “The new facilityis
much more deservingo
constituent

The new facility will house 11
patients, the same number as the
current cente

But that's the end of any simi
arities. Technologically, the new
facility is eons ahead of the

arlier this week, [ toured the

),000-square-foot facility
hich is 80 percent complete

J Junn is the construction

actor and Gould- Evan

yodman is the architect

it Carter, the center’s chief
nancial officer, and Rick Doyle
he state onstruction admini
ator, were my guides during the
On the west side is the facility’s
wew emergency entrance. A
parking lot with two bays f
omergency vehicles is already
complete

This will be the entrance used
by the Fire Department, ambu
ances and by the police,” Doyle
sid

he two men lec rough
two wooden doors where incom
ng patients will be examined
Brand new stations where nurse

and security officers will work
¢ already constructed
I saw the windows leading to
the courtyard, a feature found
with each unit. The facility alsc
has a gym with a projection

yured the living quarter
imulated wood-grair
floors, the room

are both spa
cious and livable. A mixture ¢
white, cream and lavender wall
paint makes them colorful. A

patch of purple carpetis s
in front of each doorway, a fea
ture that allows the staff 1o see

ach door easier

ituated

5ome rooms are private; others
iresemiprivate

“Each personstill hasa
deat of privacy,” Carter said

With sensors, the sinks,
er§ and toilets activate automati
cally

Finally, I saw the isolation

»ams, where uncooperative pa
ignts will be taken. Even the
me-out rooms resemble a
plash doctor’s office.

The new digs for Western Mis
owri Mental Health Center are
lofig overdue. The old building
was constructed in 1930.

The center simply became too
expensive to maintain. Plus, it
ustdidn't measure up tomodern
standards of care.

Once known as General Hospi
ta#No. 2, the facility served black
Kansas Citians during the days of
segregation

However, the building’s days of
sefvice aren't over: Children's
Mercy Hospital has agreed to
parchase the facility

ryears, mental health pa
tiglirs have deserved better. The
conditions I saw in the new facil
itysepresent a major step for
wilt

Fhe new facility is notonly a
viciory for the patients who will
stgythere buta step up for the
employees who will soon work
uar improved conditions.

Ihe new mental health facility
must also be viewed as a triumph
of8drts for downtown Kansas
Clty. The new building is a sign
that redevelopment of down-
tdlim has begun.

Téweach Steve Penn, call (816)
2%3-4417 or send e-mail to
spenn@kcstar. .

show

.com.

degree burns on his uppel right
arm and back.

Officials said the nmfta was till
ing at West Santa Fe and North
Overlook streets when he cut the
line at 2:48 p.m. Nearby residents
heard an explosion and saw the
worker scramble fropn his machine.

Houses and a. swimming pool
near the fire were evacuated while
workers shut off the gas and fire
fighters extinguished the blaze.

LENEXA
Stabbing sentence

A Lenexa man has been sen
tenced (0 nearly 13 years in prison
for stabbing his estranged wife in a
workplace confrontation last year

Marquis L. Manns was sentenced
Wednesday in Johnson County Dis
trict Court, where a jury in June
found him guilty of
degree murder

Mapns, 29, told the
Wednesday that he did not intend

kill her when he stabbed at hi

attempted first

judge

wife at the Lenexa business where
she worked

After stabbing her, Manns
tabbed himself, according to court

intended victim also told the

Wednesday she thought he
was only trying to hurt her and
asked him not to impose the
lengthy sentence

Manns’ lawyer, Carl Cornwell,
asked for a departure from state

guidelines, but District Judge
Bennett denied the request and im
month guideline

John

posed the 155
sentence

KANSAS CITY
KII

who fell
ipartment

Fall proves fa

A 20-month-old boy
from a
window Wednesday died Thursday

second-floor

police said

Jordan T. Childress suffered
kull fracture in the 15-foot fall
from his home in the 3600 block of
he Paseo. The
about 9:15 a.m

The boy's mother told police the
window was open, but covered by a
A neighbor, however, told

accident occutred

creen
police the window had not be
overed before the fall

Police said they planned to for
ward their investigation 1o prose
tors for review

wounded

Two gunmen walked up to four
men sitting on the hood of a car, ri
fled through their pockets and then
shot each man early Thursday

Two victims were shot once in the
face. A third vietim was shot twice
in the side: A fourth victim was shot
twice in the chest.

Fo

Cowboys

and cowgirls are gearing up for the

-h__'--mm_ — RS eSnt Al

Rodeo refreshment

46th annual Kansas City

Jaycee Pro Rodeo, which starts at 8 tonight at Benjamin Ranch, 6401

All of the vic aken
Are None of the inju
ale
Police said the victims were

about 2:10 am. ir 0 block of
Drury Avenue. Ar € h inlo
nation on the shooting is asked tc
call the Tips Hotline at (816) 474

wred the city Thu s I
tically g 2-year-old gl
The girls condition remained

critical Thursday. A 15-year-old g
was also struck in the leg by a rifle
round.

Police did not release the su

pected shooter’s name, but sajd he
was a juvenile. Mayor pro-tem
Alvin Brooks, who has been helping
police in the case, said the boy is
ears old
he shooting occurred just after 1
at Linwood Boul

colored car that passed a red

ar. The suspect stepped out of hi
car and fired at least 14 rounds at
the red ca, striking the 2
girl who was in the back seat. The
15-year-old girl was standing on a
nearby sidewalk after leaving sum
mer school

year-old

Rape charges

Jackson County prosecutors on

lay accused a man of raping
year-old neighborhood baby sit
fham B. | 4, of Kansas (

g ed with forcible rape and
atutory rape in connection with

attack. Police had
been looking for Ray since the attack

the August 2002

He was arrested Wednesday night
ccording (o court records, K
ypproached the victim about 9 a.t
Aug. 6, 2002 in the 8100 block of Park
wvenue and asked her (o take

h him. The girl agreed and K

an pulling at her pants a:
walked

Ray then pushed the girl to the
ground and raped her, records said.
and he told her not to tell or he
ould kill her

A reighbor saw the two together
wnd told police the girl looked scared

and had mascara smeared down her
face from crying. The neighbor also
reported overhearing Ray threaten
the gir

Deportation-order

A former Kansas City Interna

Airport worker was sen

tenced Friday to about four months

time served and is to be deported
Elvin Joel Hernandez of Hon

tional

duras was charged this year With
giving a false Social Security num
ber on a job application for a janito

rial company that serv
facility at KCI

He was one of four employees
who faced such charges as part of
Oper in which anti

ices a cargo

ation Tarmac
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87th St. After final preparations Thursday, Bronc Rumford took « break | .

for a nice, long drink while Kacle Vogt waited to water a horse. ;

errorism officials conducted back Witnesses saw the man get into l

ground checks on more than 5,000 an older model black pickup track | |

people whose identification badges  in the parking lot of a Price Chop |
gave them access (o various areas  per across the street from the bank

fKCL said FBI spokesman Jeff Lanza |

The man was described as white, :

Fire probe mid-30s, 5 feet 8 inches tall, with a
slender build. He wore a dark-col v
ored baseball cap, dark-coloted |
tank top, denim cut-off shortsand |
white tennis shoes. His dark hair
was pulled into a ponytail, al
though Lanza said the ponytail
could have been fake

LOTTERIES

Thursday's winning lottery
numbers:

W Missouri |
Straight-play winners won $598; [
bok-play winners won $100. A 50 |
cent bet paid half |

1
|
‘
|

Investigators Thursday were try
ing to determine what caused an
early
eral Kansas
their homes.

Nobody was injured in the blaze
reported just after 4:30 a.m. in the
5200 block-of Truman Road. Two
structures, store fronts with apart
ments above them, were damaged

Kansas City Fire Department
spokesman Germant Friends said
several residents were home at the
time of the fire. Investigators think
the fire started somewhere be
tween the two buildings but had
not determined the cause.

The American Red Cross was as
sisting residents of the buildings.

NORTHLAND

morning fire that forced sev
City residents from

Pick 3: 406

Missouri Pick 4: 6-6-5-7.

B Missouri Show Me 5: 8-16-19
38-41. No winner of $50,000 jack
pot. Four numbers paid $750.

W Kansas Pick 3: 4-8-9. Stralght
play winners won $500; box-play |
winners won $80. A 50-cent bet i
paid half.

W Wednesday's Powerbalk: 16-17 |
24-26-45 — powerball 36. No win |
ner of $160.3 million jackpot. Seven l
tickets matched the first five ium.
bers for $100,000 each. Saturday’s |
jackpot is estimated at $200 mil
lion. L

Please check with the lottery of
fice in your state for official confir
mation of these numbers.

Robber sought

Police on Thursday continued to
look for a man who robbed a bank
Wednesday

The crime occurred about noon
at the U.S, Bank branch at 200 N.E
Vivion Road. The man walked into
the bank and handed a note to a
teller saying he had a weapon. The
teller put cash into a bag and the
man fled.

EXPANSION: Hospital

Continued from B-1

bed medical/telemetry unit
which includes heart monitoring
and the 14-bed intensive-care
unit

Ruder said special efforts were
made to make the patients’ rooms
in the medical unit efficient. He
said nurses and doctors have ar
eas outside the rooms to go over
charts, Each room also has stor
age space for commonly needed
medical supplies.

All the rooms are private. The
patients’ bathrooms are handi
capped-accessible, - including
showers that accommodate
wheelchairs.

The patients' rooms also have
an area for family members. Eacli
room has a recliner that can be
made into a bed. The rooms are
large enough that health-care
providers can pull a curtain, so
family members won't have to
leave.

The medical unit has one room
where a patient can be isolated
from other patients.

et to open new units

The intensive-care has
nurses’ work
each room and state-of-the-art
medical equipment inside, allow
ing for close monitoring of pa
tients, Ruder said

Because the visiting policy is
stricter inintensive care, room for
family members is at a premium.
However, a waiting room is near
by. There also is a quiet room
where doctors can meet with fam
ily members to relay information
on patients’ conditions, treat
ments and diagnosis.

There is also a shower for family
members.

The intensive-care unit has two
isolation rooms.

The two new care units take up
only a third of the 80,000-square-
foot expansion. KU Med officials
decided that the most cost-effec
tive process was to build the en
tire sixth floor, and eonstruct
shells for four additional units
that could be completed as need
ed

The xoof of the sixth floor will
include a relocated helipad to

unit

stations_outside

provide easier access for heli-
copter ambulances.

KU Med started construction on
the expansion last year. The pro-

Monday is the scheduled opening at KU Med of new units that are part of an expansiort <
City, Kan., hospital. In preparation, custodian Gerald Saunders on Thursday worked to remove construction dust.”

"CHRIS OBERHOLTZ. The Kansas Oy Scar
project at the Kansas

ject was financed with operating ceives no tax money. it

revenue. The hospital has operat- Tb reach Robert A, Cronkieton, cait
ed independently of the Universi-
ty of Kansas since 1998, and re-

ﬂlﬂm—mgwe«mﬂn
beronkleton@kestar.com,

STING:

Continued from B-1

Platte County charges 18 in prostitution cas

Rogers entered what is known as
an Alford plea — lnwhlchhedld
not admit guilt but conceded thal
maemm@mmcm
vict him.

In a written statement issued by

his attorney, John B O’'Connor,
said, the

Sho

Darity had been |
was arrested.




