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Judge:
PSC can't
interfere
in case

By KEILA SZPALLER
of the Missouliar

The Montana Public Service
Commission doesn’t get to
interfere in the city of
Missoula’s eminent domain
case.

“While not explicitly stated,
the PSC appears to oppose this
eminent domain action either
because if granted, its
regulatory control over
Missoula’s Water System would
cease, or because it should be

See WATER, Page A11
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progress. The Missoula
College building is
expected to be completed
in 18 months, thanks to a
$29 million allocation
from the Montana
Legislature and $3 million
in private funds.

The private money

the school’s recruiting and
: ngstrom said
Bringing students up to
college-level readiness in
math also has been an
issue

On the positive side, the
Army Corps of Engineers
chose UM for a $45 million
research initiative, using
Missoula experts to study
archaeological and
anthropol al matters
on Corps-managed lands
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on him
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he had been
“entrapped” before he was
taken into custody.

At the police station,
Foster allegedly said that

soula C

includes a pledge from
Blackfoot
Telecommunications
Group to contribute
$500,000 in equipment,
services, construction and
cash to the Missoula
College building. (The
exact breakdown of that

throughout the nation.
Construction projects
include a new phase of
completion on the
Interdisciplinary Sciences
Building, the opening this
fall of the Elouise Cobell
Land and Culture Institute
in the Payne Family Native
American Center, and a
new computing facility
and expanded Wi-Fi
service across campus.
The UM Foundation

he had answered an ad on
the Backpage website and
had arranged to meet the
13-year-old.

He told police he
thought maybe the girl
would turn out to be 18 and
he would be able to ask for
her identification. He
agreed that nowhere in his
communication with the
undercover detective was
there any discussion about
the girl being older than 13,
and-he admitted he paid
$100 to have sex with the
girl

Orzech set Foster’s bail
at $100,000, and he was
barred from using the
Internet, email and social
media. He also is not
allowed to have contact
with anyone younger than
18 and must wear a
monitoring device

Foster’s next court
appearance is Sept. 4 at
4p.m

The six suspects from
the Kalispell area are all
being charged with felony
counts of sexual abuse of
children, according to
Flathead County Sheriff
Chuck Curry.

The investigation
started Monday and ended
Thursday. Curry
confirmed the six men
who were arrested are
Justin Zeiss, Benjamin
Emrich, Christopher
Adams, Karl Wortley,
Joshua Naethe and Daniel
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available Friday, a
Blackfoot spokesman
said.)

“Everything about this
building and its location is
a win for the students and
this community,” Christiar
said. “It meets their

raised $53.7 million in
private donations, which
Engstrom called both a

record dollar amount and a

record number of donors.
On the administrative
and financial side,
Engstrom said he would
inventory all non-
academic programs to
“identify those programs
that are challenged with
respect to effectiveness”
and capitalize on others

Hall. All are Montana
residents.

In each case, a task
force agent posing as a

woman offered sex with an

underage girl, then

arrested the men after they

showed up to engage in

educational needs, and for
the first time in along
time, it adequately meets
our enrollment demand.”

When finished,
Missoula College will
house 30 programs in
fields like business
technology, computing,
heavy equipment
operation, nursing and
other applied arts and
sciences. Some students
will use their associate
degrees to move directly
into career fields, while
others might move from
the college’s two-year
format to UM’s four-year
and advanced degree
offerings.

The college’s location
n between MonTEC and
SilverTip Apartments
1 came after years of intense
community debate over
several proposed sites.
Previous UM
administrations had
planned to use part of the
South Campus area
occupied by the UM Golf
Course, which angered
some community
members. The Hellgate
n Canyon site also had its
opponents.

that represent best-
practice higher education.
“We have in place a
number of outdated
practices and financial
arrangements that need
review,” Engstrom said.
The university should not
be “constrained by
agreements made years
ago under entirely
different circumstances,’
he said. The review would
also look at designated

sexual conduct with the
girl.

This was the fifth such
investigation conducted by
the task force since July
2013, and 32 Montana
residents have been
arrested.

“Sometimes I wonder if
we could have had a naked
bike ride on the golf
course,” Engen joked,
referring to another
Missoula community
controversy. But he went
on to praise the purpose of
the new school, which
helps those whose family
responsibilities might
have postponed
traditional educational
paths or whose life
changes forced a search
for new skills or career
paths.

Salish Indian elder
Louis Adams noted that
his grandmother was born
just across the Clark Fork
River from the school site.
The frequent camping site
is now covered by
Washington-Grizzly
Stadium. But Adams said
the river still supports the
fish that Salish people
associated with the
location: “The Place of
Bull Trout.”

“It's not us and them
anymore,” Adams said
during a blessing of the
project. “It’s all of us
together. We have to look
after this great land.”

funds to make sure they
dovetailed with the larger
mission of the university.

UM deans introduced 15
new faculty members on
campus this fall, and
reported the promotion to
full-professor status of
another 23. Nineteen
faculty were awarded
tenure this year.

UM students begin the
2014-15 school year
Monday.

George Salovich

georges@lambrosera.com
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