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Food banks see demand rise

during coronavirus cris

DARIN OSWALD doswald@idahostatesman.com

Samuel Burns, who oversees the Vineyard food pantry in Garden City, said it has experienced a spike in the number of people seeking help
to put food on their tables during the coronavirus pandemic. “Year to date ... about 70% of every single household that registered to get food
were new applicants,” he said. With assistance from the Idaho Foodbank and volunteers, the Christian organization is meeting the challenge.

Idaho Foodbank distributions up
30% amid record unemployment

BY JOHN SOWELL
Jjsoweli@idahosiatesman.com

The food pantry at the Vine-
yard Boise Christian Fellowship
wasn't set to open for a half-
hour, but a line of cars had
already parked next to the
warchouse north of Chinden
Boulevard.

Since the coronavirus pan-
demic struck Idaho in March,
the pantry, which operates from
10 to noon on Wednesday and
Saturday mornings, has seen
the number of people needing
food for their families rise.

Pantry volunteers used to
packing boxes for 150 families a
week before the pandemic are
somctimes sccing more than
that on a single day at the warc-
house, located behind the
church at 4950 N. Bradley St. in
Garden City.

“The numbers just skyrocket-
ed,” Samuel Burns, the church’s
benevolence director, said in an
interview Wednesday. “We did
300 families one day, 200
families another day.”

Food comes from The Idaho
Foodbank, El-Ada Community
Partnership, Feeding America, a
national food bank, and several
grocery stores, including Albert-
sons, Fred Meyer, Trader Joc’s
and Wholc Foods.

Across Idaho, the amount of
food distributed by The Idaho
Foodbank has increased 30%
during the pandemic. The pri-
vate, donor-supported non-
profit, established in 1984,
serves 230 community-based
organizations statewide, in-
cluding the food pantry run by
Vincyard Boisc Christian Fel-
lowship.

In April, the Foodbank’s
warehouses in Boise, Pocatello

DARIN OSWALD doswald@idahostatesman.com

A line of cars waits outside the Vineyard food pantry on Wednesday.
“When the coronavirus initially broke out, we saw about a 100%
increase in our numbers for about a month,” Samuel Burns,
benevolence director for Vineyard Boise Christian Fellowship, said.

and Lewiston distributed

2.4 million pounds of food.
“Looking at the incrcased

number of uncmployed individ-

uals, that puts a strain on pco-

ple’s budgets,” CEO Karen

Vauk said by phone. “For some

individuals, especially those
who are waiting for their unem-
ployment benefits, it’s not hard
to understand they find them-
sclves needing some additional

SEE FOOD BANKS, 3A

Former Idaho police officer
sentenced for 4 sex crimes

BY RUTH BROWN
rbrown @idahostatesman.com

A Payette County judge has
scntenced a former Fruitland
police officcr who scxually
abused multiple juvenile boys
while off-duty.

District Judge Susan Wiebe

sentenced Alexander Plaza, 25,
to 10 years in prison with five
years fixed, but she retained
jurisdiction and granted him a
rider program. In the rider pro-
gram, Plaza will be incarcerated
for up to a ycar whilc under-
going programming, and if he is
successful, he could be released
from prison and serve the rest

of his sentence on probation.

Should he be granted proba-
tion and violate it, he could be
sent back to prison for the re-
mainder of the sentence.

In January, Plaza pleaded
guilty to three counts of sexual
battery by solicitation of a child
ages 16 or 17 and one count of
scxual abusc of a child younger
than age 16. Wicbe sentenced
Plaza to 5-10 ycars in prison on
each count, with the sentences
to run concurrently.

None of the abuse occurred

while Plaza
was on duty.
The Fruitland
Police Depart-
ment con-
firmed last
year that at the
time of Plaza’s
resignation in
June, he was
scrving in a rescrve officer
capacity.

Plaza was arrested in

Alexander
Plaza

SEE OFFICER, 3A

Idaho State
track athletes
push to have
transgender
lawsuit tossed

BY KEITH RIDLER
Associated Press

BOISE, IDAHO

Two femalc athletes at
Idaho Statc University want a
federal judge to dismiss a
lawsuit challenging a new
state law banning transgen-
der women from competing
in women'’s sports, the first
such law in the nation.

Madison Kenyon, 19, of
Johnston, Colorado, and
Mary Marshall, 20, of Twin
Falls, Idaho, run track and
cross-country on scholarships
at the university. Each said
they’ve lost to a transgender
athlete from the University of
Montana and contend that
transgender athletes are
unfair competition.

Attorncys with Alliance
Defending Freedom are
representing the two athletes.
They filed the request to side
with the state of Idaho in
fighting the lawsuit and are
asking that the lawsuit be
dismissed.

“Female defeat by a male
athlctc is uniquely demor-
alizing duc to the clemental
incquity involved in being
subjected to the match-up in
the first place,” court docu-
ments state. “Male intrusion
represents the elimination
from female sport of the
relationship of effort to suc-
cess that makes the draw of
sport and competitive striving
what it is.”

Republican Gov. Brad
Little in May signed into law
the measure that received
overwhelming support in the
Republican-dominated
House and Senate, but was
universally opposed by Dem-
ocrats. It takes cffcct July 1.

The ban applies to all
teams sponsored by public
schools, colleges and uni-
versities. A girls’ or women’s
team will not be open to
transgender students who
identify as female.

The American Civil Liber-
tics Union and Legal Voice in
mid-April filed the lawsuit
contending the law violates
the U.S. Constitution because
it is discriminatory and an
invasion of privacy.

The groups also said the
law is a violation of Title IX,
the 1972 law that bars sex
discrimination in education.
The groups are asking the
court to permanently prevent
Idaho from enforcing the law.

Backers said the law, called
the Fairness in Women’s
Sports Act, is needed because
transgender female athletes
have physical advantages.

They also cite Title IX,
contending that allowing
transgender athletes on girls’

SEE TRANSGENDER, 3A

CUSTOMER SERVICE

‘T'o subscribe or report delivery issues,
208-377-6370 or idahostatesman.com/customer-service

Classifieds
Comics
Local

6B Obituaries
3C Opinion
3A Outdoors

3B Sports 1B
A Weather, Stocks ~ 8A
1c

0 "140

901700901

DENNISSDINION

DENNIS DILLON DEALERSHIPS ARE
IN ESSENTIAL SERVICES MODE AND
WILL KEEP AMERICA ROLLING

Pick up and delivery service, social distancing, and sanitization.

1000 TRAILERS
1000 RV'S

1000 POWER SPORT UNITS AND BOATS

ALL READY NOW AND PRICED TO SELL

6772 W Targee St, Boise, I 83709 + DDRV.COM - 208-562-8901

STARTING AT

2019 Winnebagos




WEDNESDAY MAY 27 2020
IDAHOSTATESMAN.COM

Idaho Statesman

Local

3A

FACEBOOK COM/IDAHOSTATESMAN » TWITTER.COM/IDAHOSTATESMAN

Buying canned cocktails in June
benefits Idaho COVID-19 relief

BY JACOB SCHOLL AND
MICHAEL DEEDS

Jschall@idahostatesman.com
mdeeds@idahostatesman.com

Want to support an
Idaho business and help
fight the coronavirus?

Buy Boozie brand
canned cocktails during
the month of Junc.

Co-founded by two
Boise State alumni and
produced “farm-to-can”
in Rigby, Boozie offers
mixed drinks crafted with
potato vodka or tequila. In
June, $2 of cvery can
purchased at participating

retailers will go to the
Boozic Cocktails For
COVID-19 Idaho Relief
Fund. The promotion, in
conjunction with Hayden
Beverage, will pledge up
to0 $60,000.

“Funds will support
local registered nurses
who are facing the fron-
tlines of the pandemic,”
according to a news re-
lease, “in addition to
student loan debt upon
their graduation from
Boise State University’s
RN to BS program. The
Blainc County Charitable
Fund, which provides

grant moncy to Blainc
County residents who arc
experiencing financial
hardship due to the unan-
ticipated crisis, will also
receive a donation.
“Participating retailers
include Albertsons, At-
kinsons’ Market, both
Boise Co-op locations,
Costco, Fred Mcyer, Ida-
ho State Liquor Stores and
Whole Foods Market.
“Atkinsons’ Market will
also contribute a dollar for
cach can of Boozie sold at
onc of their three loca-
tions during the month of
June. Atkinsons’ contribu-

tions will solcly benefit
the Blaine County Char-
itable Fund.”

Online: boozie.com.

IDAHO’S CASE COUNT
UNCLEAR

After a large jump in
coronavirus cases Friday,
state officials have not
clarified inconsistent
numbers reported Sat-

urday.

Health officials report-
ed a spike in new coro-
navirus cases I'riday,
indicating that there were
98 new cascs.

On Saturday, conflict-

ing numbers left the
state’s overall case count
unclear.

The Idaho Department
of Health and Welfare
reported 31 new cases
Saturday. That number
does not include two new
cases in Bannock County
or single cases in Bonne-
ville and Bencwah.
Benewah’s first case was
reported Saturday by the
Panhandle Health Dis-
trict, and the person who
tested positive is a girl
under the age of 18.

Between the numbers
reported Friday evening

by local health depart-
ments and numbers re-
ported Saturday by the
state, there is a discre-
pancy of 16 cases. State
officials did not add the
cases to its totals on Sat-
urday.

As of Saturday, there
were 2,642 cascs of the
coronavirus, which causcs
the COVID-19 respiratory
disease, in Idaho. Seven-
ty-nine people have died
because of the virus.

State totals were ex-
pected to be updated
again late Tuesday after-
noon.

Cascs have been report-
cd in 34 of Idaho’s 44
counties. Community
spread has been detected
in 18 Idaho counties.

Jacob Scholl:
208-377-6234,
@]Jacob_Scholl

Idaho man gets 15-year sentence
for DUI that injured 16-year-old

BY RUTH BROWN
rbrown@idahostatesman.com

After striking a
16-year-old girl with his
vehicle while driving
under the influence, a
Melba man might spend

the rest of his lifc in pri-

sor.
On May 20, Ada Coun-
ty District Court Judge
Peter Barton sentenced
Joseph Jefferies, 70, to 15
years in prison after a jury
convicted him in March of
aggravated driving under

the influcnce. Jefferies
could be cligible for pa-
role after 10 years, ac-
cording to online court
records.

Jefferies was arrested
after an incident on Sept.
2, 2019, at West Avalon
Street and North School

Avenue in Kuna. Authori-
ties say he hit Sunshine
Bryden in a marked cross-
walk while she was walk-
ing her dog. He was driv-
ing with a blood alcohol
content of .096, cxceed-
ing the legal limit of .08.
The force of the impact
moved the girl about 70
feet down the street, ac-
cording to the Ada Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. The
dog was also injured.
Last year, the teenag-

er’s mother, Carolyn
Bryden, told the Idaho
Statesman that her daugh-
ter sustained a broken
neck and leg, and had to
undergo surgery.

If and when Jefferies is
rcleased from prison, his
driver’s license will be
suspended for five years.

This wasn’t his first
DUI conviction. He also
had convictions in 2006
and 2001, according to
online court records.

Sunshine
Bryden

Joseph
Jefferies

Ruth Brown:
208-377-6207,
@RuthBrownNews
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Volunteers at the Vineyard Boise Christian Fellowship food pantry fill boxes with
donated fruits and vegetables, meats, milk and cheese and boxed items meant to
provide needy families with more than a weel’s worth of food.
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FOOD BANKS

assistance, and food is
oftentimes the area where
they’ll trim their budget.”

Ada, Blaine, Valley and
Cassia counties had the
greatest increases in need,
Vauk said.

Ada County, with near-
ly 500,000 pcople, is the
statc’s most populous.
Blainc and Valley coun-
tics, where outdoor recre-
ation and tourism are
important to the econo-
my, saw those industries
shut down because of the
coronavirus. Cassia Coun-
ty, in the Burley area, has
a low per capita income,
$21,547 in 2018, accord-
ing to the U. S. Census
Bureau.

At Vineyard’s pantry,
the number of people
needing assistance span
all income groups, Burns
said.

“It was amazing to me,
though, to see Jaguars and
BMWSs and Mercedes in
the food lines,” he said.

The biggest need came
in the last weeks of March
and the first weeks of
April. “And then, my
guess is because of unem-
ployment checks coming
in and the stimulus pack-
age (checks), the numbers
went down,” he said.

St. Vincent de Paul also
saw a big jump in people
needing assistance at its
food bank at 3209 W.
Overland Road in Boise.
And like the Vineyard
pantry, the need has drop-
ped off in recent weeks.

“It’s still running a little
above normal but it’s
pretty stable right now,
Ralph May, St. Vincent de
Paul’s executive director,
said by phone.

St. Vincent, which
operates its food bank at
3209 W. Overland Road
on Tucsday, Wednesday,
TFriday and Saturday
mormings, is working with
The Idaho Foodbank to
develop a mobile pantry
that would go into some
of Boisc’s most impover-
ished neighborhoods.

Idaho recorded a record
high unemployment rate
of 11.5% in April, accord-
ing to the Idaho Labor
Department. It surpassed
the previous record of
10.2% in December 1982
and a Great Recession
peak of 9.6 percent in
Junc 2009.

Before the pandemic,
90% of the food distrib-
uted by The Idaho Food-
bank was donated. More
recently, it had to buy
more food to keep up with
the demand, Vauk said.

“Last year, for the en-
tire year, we purchased 18
truckloads of food, while
the rest was donated,” she
said. “In the last 90 days,
we have purchased 29
truckloads of food.”

The public could help,
Vauk said, by donating to
The Idaho Foodbank so
more food can be pur-
chased for those in need.
Every dollar provides food
for five meals, she said.

IDAHO FOOD
DONATIONS HELP IN
OTHER STATES

Last month, a photo in
The Times Picayunc
newspaper in New Or-
leans featured a familiar
sight to fruit buyers in
Idaho.

A stack of boxes carried
the red logo of Symms
Fruit Ranch. Apples from
the Caldwell grower were
handed out to 2,000
people who camc to a
food-bank givcaway ncar
Louis Armstrong New
Orleans International
Airport.

Sally Symms, a spokes-
person for Symms Fruit
Ranch, said she didn’t
know how the boxes of
apples got to Louisiana
but suspects it may have
come through Feeding
America.

“They source products
from grower-shippers like
us to supply food banks
throughout the country,”
Symms said by phonc. “So
it could have been some-
thing that we had set up
with them.”

Feeding America pro-
vides meals to 46 million
people across the U.S.
each year.

“Forty percent on aver-
age of the people that
we’re sceing now have
never relied upon the
charitable food system
before,” CEO Claire Babi-
neaux-Fontenot told CBS
News’ “Face the Nation”
on May 17. “So we're
definitely secing different
people showing up.”

John Sowell: 208-377-6423,
@JohnWSowell

Weather looking up for
historic SpaceX liftoff

BY MARCIA DUNN
Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, FLA.

With the weather im-
proving, SpaceX and
NASA officials vowed
Tuesday to keep crew
safcty the top priority for
the nation’s first astronaut
launch to orbit in ncarly a
decade.

Veteran NASA astro-
nauts Doug Hurley and
Bob Behnken were set to
make history Wednesday
afternoon at 4:33 p.m.
Eastern, riding SpaceX’s
Falcon 9 rocket and Drag-
on capsule to the Interna-
tional Space Station on a
test flight.

SpaceX was on the cusp
of becoming the first
private company to put
astronauts in orbit, some-
thing achicved by just

three countrics - Russia,
the U.S. and China.

On the eve of the
launch, NASA Adminis-
trator Jim Bridenstine said
from Kennedy Space
Center that both the space
agency and SpaceX have
been diligent about mak-
ing surc cveryonc in the
launch loop knows they’re
free to halt the count-
down if there’s a concern.

President Donald
Trump and Vice President
Mike Pence are expected
at Kennedy for the
planned 4:33 p.m. liftoff,
but “our highest priority”
will remain the astro-
nauts’ safety, according to
Bridenstine.

Bridenstine said he
texted the two astronauts
Monday and told them,

“ ‘If you want me to stop
this thing for any rcason,
say so. I will stop it ina

heartbeat if you want me
to.” They both came back
and they said, ‘We're go
for launch.” ”

Hans Koenigsmann, a
SpaccX vice president,
said Monday evening that
he and other company
workers have imagined
themselves in the astro-
nauts’ shoes on launch
day - “or their helmets.”

“That changes the
equation pretty dramat-
ically,” he said.

SpaccX has been
launching cargo capsulcs
to the space station since
2012.

“It’s a huge step, obvi-
ously, going from cargo ...
to launching two people
that are dads as we call
them and have families,
kids, wives.,” Koenig-
smann added.

NASA will have input
throughout the count-
down, but in the end, it
will be SpaceX giving the
final go - with NASA’s
concurrence.
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TRANSGENDER

and women’s teams
would ncgatc nearly 50
years of progress women
have made since that law
took effect and that is
credited with opening up
sports to female athletes,
and along with it scholar-
ships and other opportuni-
ties.

Specifically, the lawsuit
contends the law violates
the 14th Amendment’s
Equal Protection Clause
because it is discrimi-
natory and the 4th
Amendment’s protections
against invasion of priva-
cy becausc of tests re-
quired should an athlcte’s

gender be challenged.

Two plaintiffs arc bring-
ing the lawsuit. Onc is an
unnamed Boisc arca high
school student who is
cisgender. Cisgender
refers to someone whose
gender identity corre-
sponds with the sex the
person was identified as
having at birth.

The other is Lindsay
Hecox, 19, who will be a
sophomore this fall at
Boise State University and
hopes to qualify for the
women’s cross-country
team. She competed on
the boys’ tcam at a Moor-
park, California, high

school before transition-
ing after graduating.

The NCAA has a policy
allowing transgender
athletes to compete. But
the sponsor of the Idaho
law, Republican Barbara
Ehardt, has called the
NCAA policy “permis-
sive.”

In February, the fam-
ilies of three Connecticut
female high school run-
ners filed a federal lawsuit
seeking to block trans-
gender athletes from
participating in girls
sports. The families con-
tend that allowing ath-
letes with male anatomy
to compete has deprived
their daughters of track
titles and scholarship
opportunitics.
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September 2019 on charg-
cs that covered alleged
abusc between October
2017 and June 2019.
Plaza solicited a 16- or
17-year-old to engage in
sexual activity, according
to a copy of his initial
criminal complaint. He
was accused of asking the
child to send him pictures
of his genitalia, and on at
least one occasion he

made a recording of a
juvenile’s genitalia, prose-
cutors said. He also was
accused of sexually abus-
ing a 17-year-old in 2018.
The Fruitland police
chief verified at the time
of his arrest that Plaza
served as a I'ruitland
reserve police officer from
April 2015 to November
2018. He served in full-
time police officer capac-

ity for about three months
from Nov. 1, 2018, to Feb.
4,2019, when he was
placed back into a reserve
officer status because he
was unable to meet the
minimum fitness stan-
dards.

Upon his relcase from
prison, Plaza will be re-
quired to register as a sex
offender.

Ruth Brown:
208-377-6207,
@RuthBrownNews



