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Corcoran: We're ready

Levee work, emergency
plans described
at town hall meeting

SETH NIDEVER
Staff Reporter

CORCORAN - Officials sought
to reassure Corcoran residents at
a packed town-hall meeting this
week that they’re taking steps to
protect the town from potential
flooding.

The possibility that the old Tu-
lare Lake will start filling up and

encroach on the city is areal con-
cern due to a far-above-normal
snowpack in the Sierra that, for
the most part, hasn’t melted yet.

Three rivers - the Kings,
Kaweah and Tule - naturally feed
into Tulare Lake, once the larg-
est body of freshwater west of
the Mississippi River before the
three waterways were dammed
and channeled and the dried-up
lake bottom was converted into
farmland.

In really wet years like the one
we're in now, water from the Kern
River sometimes flows north out

of Kern County to spill into the
lake’s southern end.

J.G. Boswell Co., by far the
largest grower in the lake bottom
area, has developed a system of
huge dikes, levees, channels and
holding basins to control floods.

Sometimes, however, the floods
are so great, even the might and
ingenuity of Boswell can’t contain
the rising waters.

‘When that happened in 1983,
the only thing that stopped the
lake from swamping Corcoran
was a hastily erected levee west
and south of town.

Fast forward to the present.

Officials at the Cross Creek
Tlood Control District, fearing a
repeat of the 1983 event later this
spring, are working seven days a
week almost round the clock to
raise that levee, nowknown as the
Cross Creek Levee, to a uniform
height of 192 feet above sea level.

The flood risk is enhanced this
year because the levee has been
sinking due to subsidence. That’s
the phenomenon of the ground
sinking because of large amounts

Please see FLOOD, Page A8

Story at a glance

m Local officials say they're
ready to evacuate residents
if flooding occurs later this
year in Corcoran.

Officials are concerned that
a huge, mostly unmelted
Sierra snowpack will flood
four rivers that feed into
the old Tulare Lake south-
west of town, causing the
old lake to fill and back up
toward the city.

Kings County Office of Education Thursday in Lemoore.

Educational excellence
awards in Kings County

Local educators
recognized
at ceremony

JULISSAZAVALA
Staff Reporter

LEMOORE — Applause erupted
and dozens of teenagers flooded
the stage Thursday night at West
Hills College Lemoore’s Golden
Lagle Arena when they learned
theirfavorite LemoorelTigh School
ceramics teacher, Mario Gonzalez,
was named Kings County Office of
Lducation’s teacher of the year at
its 2017 Excellence in Education
awards ceremony.

Not only did Gonzalez, a 22-
year teaching veteran, have alarge
crowd of students at the ceremony
to support him, he received a
standing ovation from the crowd
of his peers when his name was
announced.

Gonzalez was described by
Master of Ceremonies Kopi So-
tiropulos as having a great rapport
with students by keeping them
cngaged and excited to learn. So-
tiropulos went on to say students
want to be in Gonzalez’s ceramics
class because he has “energy and
compassion for every person he
comes into contact with?”

Gonzalez previously told the
Sentinel he loves teaching because
he considers the job the ultimate
opportunity to get students out of
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Corcoran Unified School District head groundsman, Mark Burden,

speaks after receiving employee of the year at the Kings County Office
of Education’s Excellence in Education awards ceremony Thursday in

Lemoore.

their comfort zones and provide
them with all the tools they need
to become confident, motivated,
inspired and well-rounded indi-
viduals.

‘When Gonzalez’s name was
called, he said he wouldn’t accept
the award unless the real reasons
he was nominated and selected
were there as well, so his students
piled on stage with him as he gave
his acceptance speech.

Gonzalez thanked the school,
the district, his principal, Rodney
Brumit, and his family. He thanked
his students, but also thanked
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Lemoore High School ceramics teacher Mario Gonzalez brought his students onstage as he accepted the award for teacher of the year from the

The Finalists

Administrator/Manager of the
Year

Teacher of the Year

Stephanie Eggert, Assistant
Principal—Frontier Elementary
School, Pioneer Union Elemen-
tary School District

Alfred Guerrero, Principal—
Reef-Sunset Middle School,
Reef-Sunset Unified School
District

Tracy Cassina, Teacher—
Meadow Lane Elementary
School, Lemoore Union Ele-
mentary School District
Mario Gonzalez, Teacher—
Lemoore High School,
Lemoore Union High School
District

Rose Huff, Teacher—J.C. Mont-

their parents and all the parents
in the audience for the hard work
they do in raising children.
“Probably one of the highlights
in my career at LHS is I had four
children come through the pro-
gram, and I had them in class for
four years each,” Gonzalez said.
Gonzalez wore a large blue
puzzle piece around his neck
during his speech in support of
Autism Awareness Month. He
also pointed out the fact that
he and his students wore either

Please see AWARDS, Page A8

gomery, Kings County Office of
Education
School Employee of the Year

m Mark Burden, Head Grounds-
man—Corcoran High School,
Corcoran Unified School Dis-
trict

m Astrid Garrovillo, Administra-
tive Secretary—Lemoore High
School, Lemoore Union High
School District

m Kathy Simas, Lead Secretary—
Pioneer Elementary School,
Pioneer Union Elementary
School District

Day spa
suspects
plead no
contest

Police continue fight
against illicit massage
businesses

MIKE EIMAN
staff Reporter

LEMOORE — Two massage
parlor employees arrested in
2016 for allegedly offering sex
acts to an un-
dercover officer
have  pleaded
no contest to
misdemeanor |
charges of en-
gaging in  or
soliciting lewd
conduct in
public place.

According
to the Kings
County Su-
perior  Court,
Guang  Xaing
Li and Jiangin
Wang  entered
the plea Thurs-
day. Both women
are scheduled for
sentencing on Oct. 3

Lemoore police officers con-
ducted an undercover compli-
ance check on June 6, 2016, at
the Sakura Day Spa, located at
344 W. D St. Police arrested Li
and Wang after they reportedly

Wang

Please see SOLICITATION, Page AS

California
governor
declares end
to drought

SCOTT SMITH
Associated Press

SACRAMENTO (AP) — Gow.
Jerry Brown declared an end to
California’s historic drought
Friday, lifting emergency orders
that had forced residents to
stop running sprinklers as often
and encouraged them to rip out
thirsty lawns during the state’s
driest four-year period onrecord
but not in Kings County.

The governor lifted the
drought emergency in all Cal-
ifornia counties except Fresno,
Kings, Tularc and Tuolumne.

The governor’s order that
keeps in place conservation
measures came as a springtime

Please see DROUGHT, Page AS
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Solicitation

From A1

offered to perform scxual acts on
anundercover officer in exchange
for money.

The Lemoore Police Depart-
ment and other local agencies
have been taking additional steps
to fight and shut down illicit mas-
sage businesses.

The California Massage Ther-
apy Council recently provided free
training to local agencies about
state laws and tactics for dealing
with businesses that may facili-
tate crimes like prostitution or
human trafficking.

Lemoore police Cmdr. Maggie
Ochoa said the training stressed
the sharing of information be-
tween agencies.

“This helps our officers go into
these businesses and check com-
pliance,” Ochoa said.

Ochoa said Lemoore’s Problem

Oriented Policing (POP) team
conducts regular checks at all li-
censed massage businesses. City
ordinance requires anyone who
provides massage services to be
certified by the California Mas-
sage Therapy Council every two
ears.

Rick McElroy, director of the
council’s professional standards
division, said in a statement that
the training encourages agencies
to work closely with the California
Massage Therapy Council to shut
down illicit massage parlors.

“As the public demand for ac-
cessible therapeutic massage in-
creases, it is critical that we work
with all stakeholders to weed out
the bad apples,” McElroy said.

Ochoa said illicit massage
businesses often move around to
avoid prosecution. Working with
agencies in Kings County and
surrounding areas can help stop
illegal massage business in their
tracks.

The Kings County District At-
torney’s Office, Corcoran Police
Department and the Visalia Police
Department also participated in
the free two-hour training.

Ochoa said police may have to
use other tactics to deal withun-
licensed massage businesses that
try to fly under the radar. Li and
‘Wang were not licensed to operate
amassage business in the city.

“If necessary, we have officers
who can set up investigations and
go into c lishments,” Ochoa
said, “even if that means sending
in an undercover officer”

Deputy District Attorney Phil
Esbenshade said cases involving
prostitution at massage parlors
can be challenging to prosecute
because they're often linked to
human ftrafficking operations.
ITuman trafficking victims may
be coerced or forced to perform
labor or sexual acts.

“We didn’t have any indication
in this case that that was occur-

ring;” Esbenshade said.

Esbenshade said human traf-
ficking operations are largely
shifting away from brick-and-
mortar businesses like massage
parlors, and instead moving to
internet-based services. Ie said
street gangs are increasingly us-
ing human trafficking as a source
of revenue.

“You can sell a drug once,” Ls-
benshade said. “You can sell a gun
once. But you can sell a person
over and over again.’

Lemoore police have had prob-
lems with other massage busi-
nesses at 344 W. D St. over the
past few years. Officers raided
Tresno Ilealth Care in August
2009 amid reports of illegal ac-
tivities. Massage therapist Livia
Lim was arrested on suspicion of
prostitution.

The incident prompted city of-
ficials to adopt an ordinance re-
quiring massage therapists to ob-
tain a city permit. Applicants were
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required to show a diploma or
certificate from a recognized in-
stitution and pass a written exam
to demonstrate basic knowledge
of anatomy, physiology, hygicne
and massage practices.

Police investigated another
massage business called Green
River Spain 2012 following claims
that an employee had agreed to
have paid sex with customers.
Gui-Xiang Ma was arrested on
suspicion of prostitution in Oc-
tober 2012 after agreeing to per-
form a sex act with an undercover
officer in exchange for money.

Ochoa said each of the busi-
nesses had different owners,
keeping the property ownerin the
darkuntil police made the arrests.

“We had a lot of cooperation
from the property owner as soon
asthey were notified,” Ochoa said.

The reporter can be reached at 583-
2458 or meiman@HanfordSentinel.
com.

Drought

From A1

storm bears down on the water-
logged state.

Brown declared the drought
emergency in 2014, and offi-
cials later ordered mandatory
conservation for the first time in
state history. Regulators last year
relaxed the rules after a rainfall
was close to normal.

Water conservation will be-
come a way of life in the nation’s
most populous state, said Teli-

cia Marcus, chairwoman of the
State Water Resources Control
Board, who led conservation
planning. Officials already have
started charting long-term rules
to make California more resilient
as climate change makes weather
patterns more severe.

Cities and water districts
throughout the state will be
required to continue reporting
their water use each month, said
the governor order, which also
bans wasteful practices, such as
hosing off sidewalks and running
sprinklers when it rains.

New rules are expected to per-
manently ban wasteful practices,
such as hosing off sidewalks and
watering landscapes in the days
after it rains. Officials say they
will work aggressively to stop
leaks that waste water.

Susan Atkins of the charity
Self-Help Enterprises said the
drought is not over for more than
900 families who have large wa-
ter tanks in their yards because
their wells dried up during the
years long drought.

Most of them are in Tulare
County.

Awards

From Al

black or white clothing, saying
it was a reflection for seeing the
world in black and white only,
devoid of labels and preconcep-
tions.

Administrator
of the Year

The winner for administrator
of the year was Alfred Guerrero,
principal of Reef- Sunset Middle
School. Guerrero has worked in
ceducation for 14 years, and has
been principal at Reef-Sun-
set Middle School for the past
three.

Guerrero previously told the
Sentinel there are certain com-
munities where somcone feels
like they belong, and for him,
it’s in Avenal. He said he loves
being an administrator because
he affects hundreds of students
every year on a daily basis.

“The beauty of being at
Reef-Sunset Unified School
District is they allow me to be
me,” Guerrero said in his video
package. “Very rarely do you
get an opportunity to work for
a community like that; and
for that I'm indebted, and I'm
grateful to be a part of this team
and a part of this family”

When Guerrero received his
award on stage, he said noth-
ing had prepared him for the
honoring and humbling ex-
perience. The Stratford-born
principal said he was honored to
be nominated in Kings County

@} AccuWeather.com Forecast for Hanford

“The beauty of being at Reef-Sunset Unified
School District is they allow me to be me,”
Guerrero said in his video package. “Very
rarely do you get an opportunity to work for a
community like that; and for that I'm indebted,
and I'm grateful to be a part of this team and a

part of this family.”

Alfred Guerrero, principal of Reef-Sunset Middle School

because for him, this is home.
He thanked his school’s staff,
his family and the Reef-Sun-
set School District for taking a
chance on him.

“Friends, colleagues and fam-
ily — all of you have influenced
me in my journey as an educa-
tor,” Guerrero said.

Employee of the Year

Head groundsman al
Corcoran Unified School Dis-
trict, Mark Burden, was named
the employee of the year. Bur-
den started his career at the
district 35 years ago and takes
care of the outside maintenance
of all the school district’s sites
and sports fields.

Sotiropulos described Burden
as someone who makes time for
anyone who needs his help, goes
above and beyond in his work,
and is the go-to person to get
the job done well.

Burden previously told the
Sentinel he enjoys seeing the
happy faces of the students when
their sports fields look nice, and

he feels good when they have
a nice lawn during graduation.
He said his proudest moments
have been watching his four
children go from kindergarten
to graduation at the schools he
maintains.

“If your school is beautified,
if a student walks on campus, I
feel the student feels good about
going to school,” Burden said in
his video package. “Hopefully
that reflects [in] classroom
time”

The tables of Corcoran Uni-
fied School District employ-
ees cheered wildly as Burden’s
name was called to receive the
award. Burden thanked his wife,
children, the school district
employees and staff, and his
fellow groundsmen.

“If it wasn’t for the grounds
guys that I have, I couldn’t do
what I do today,” Burden said.
“SoIthank them alot”

The reporter can be reached at
583-2423 or jzavala@hanford-
sentinel.com

Flood

From AL

of underground layers to irrigate
crops.

Dustin Tuller, general man-
ager of the district, told a packed
town hall crowd Thursday at the
Corcoran Technology Learning
Center, that the exact height is
designed to hold back 1.1 million
acre-feet of water in the old lake.

To put it in perspective: That’s
more than the entire capacity of
PineTlat Lake, the only major dam
on the Kings River.

Fuller also told the crowd that
thelevee is being re-engineered to
have symmetrical, gently-sloping
banks on each side.

The re-engineering is designed
toincrease the odds that the levee
will hold if tested.

Fuller said he’s pushing hard to
get the work completed before the
weather heats up, melts the snow
and swells the four rivers to their
peak flows—that could happen in
late May or carly June depending
on the weather.

If water starts rising up against
the levee—which, Fuller stressed,
is a big if — district officials will
carefully monitor how fast it’s
coming up.

If officials thought there was a
chance the water would flow over
the top, Fuller said they’d evacu-
ate the whole town seven to10 days
before that happened, thereby giv-
ing people time to safely pack up
their stuff and go.

Fuller said Corcoran’s elevation
ranges anywhere from 177 feet to
190 feet above sealevel —~ meaning
the whole town would be affected
if the lake over-topped the levee.

“Ifthe water breaches thatlevee,
everyoneis compromised,” he said.

Fuller told the crowd that the
district is having to issue IOUs to
contractors due the work on the
levee project, which is anticipated
to cost $14 million to $15 million.

He said that previous work on
the levee in 2015 left the district
with $75,000 inreserve cash.

He sought toreassure the crowd
that the district is doing cvery-
thing possible to get emergency
funding from the state and federal
government so that the burden of
paying off the IOUs doesn’t fall on

Regional Cities
Toda

Corcoran area property owners.

District officials have com-
missioned a study to look into
how property owners protected
by the levee might be required to
pay different amounts depending
on much property they have and
where it’s located.

Tuller said he expects the study
toidentify which areas behind the
levee are at greater or lesser risk of
flooding. The concept is that peo-
ple with property in higher-risk
zones would pay more than prop-
erty owners in lower-risk zones.

The study’s results are expected
tobereleased next month.

Fuller said the district would
only impose the fees as a “last re-
sort”

Meanwhile, he and other offi-
cials inattendance sought toreas-
sure people that if an evacuation
of Corcoran is necessary, there are
plans in place to handle the situ-
ation.

Joe Neves, director of the Kings
County Office of Emergency Ser-
vices, said in an interview that
authorities will bus people with
nowhere to go to the Kings Fair-
grounds, where they will be fed
and temporarily housed.

He said the whole process would
happen in an orderly fashion days
before actual flooding occurred.

“It’s not going to be where the
dam breaks at Pine Flat and we're
under water!” he said. “It’snot that
kind of situation””

Many residents who attended
the town hall had questions about
flood insurance.

Katelyn Monteiro, a represen-
tative from Pacific Ag Insurance,
said one year’s worth of flood in-
surance for a single-family home,
coveringup to $250,000 indamage
tothehouse andits contents, costs
about $450 up front.

Once the up-front fee is paid,
Monteiro said there’s a 30-day
waiting period before the insur-
ance coverage kicks in.

That means that, if a flood hap-
pens during the waiting period, the
person’s property isn’t covered.

Corcoran resident Mary 1lelen
Gonzalez said in an interview that
she paid $450 on Monday toget her
home insured.

Gonzalez said she was mostly
satisfied with what she heard at
Thursday’s meeting.

“It kind of answered the ques-
tionsIhad,” she said.
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