OPERATION CLEANUP—Sierra Club members form aline and pass bits of B-16 wreckage to Army Chinook helicopter
T

BY LEE HARRIS
‘Times Staft Writer

For 33 years, the wreckage of the
vintage plane lay scattered over a
300-yard area at the 10,000-foot ele-
vation in the High Sierra southwest
of Big Pine.

The B-16 bomber had crashed be-
side Birch Lake in 1940, killing its
six-man crew. Just why the plane
crashed and how many bodies were
recovered is uncertain today. Trac-
ing Army Air Force records from
World War II is much like looking
for a needle in a haystack.

To most of those who came to
know about it, the wreckage was of
little concern. Being in a remote
area, much of it submerged, it was
out of sight—hence out of mind.

But to others—members of the
Sierra Club among them—it was as
unsightly a piece of litter as a beer
can on a curbside lawn.

And that is how cleaning up the
remains of ‘the old plane became
part of a controversial Sierra Club
project to remove: the abandoned
wreckage of more than 600 planes
downed in undeveloped areas
throughout the state.

The Birch Lake cleanup effort was
made possible by the Army's dona-
tion—at taxpayer expense—of a
huge Chinook helicopter and flight
crew. During last weekend's opera-
tion, the aircraft, which costs about
$2,000 an hour to fly, was aloft more
than three hours.

FAMILY PONDERS
FUTURE OF HOME
OVER OIL WELL

NEWPORT BEACH—Crude oil
gushing from an abandoned well be-
neath a duplex apartment eased
Sunday, giving the owner time to
ponder plugging of the well and re-
building the home at 213 River Ave.

The oil erupted Saturday morning,
‘buckling the walls and floors and
spewing the thick oil through the
house and into the yard.

"My plan is to tear down the front
of the house and redrill and cement
(the well)," Roy Neel, the owner,
said Sunday. Recapping of the old
well is estimated to cost $7,000 to
$10,000, he said, and the rebuilding
of the home about $40,000.

Judy and William Cooper, Neel's
daughter and son-in-law, fled the
home with their son Glen, 5, and
most of their possessions.

Geologists said the eruption of the
1,700-foot-deep well, one of four in
the neighborhoods, was caused by
underground seawater pressure
forcing the oil around a corroded
well casing.

MORE DEBRIS —

A il 60 persons, most of
them Sierra Club members, were
flown into the nearly inaccessible
area in the helicopter.

They swiftly filled the copter with
the twisted and bent metal that had
been chopped up into smaller pieces
two weeks earlier. Whilé the copter
was being loaded in this fashion and
flown out three times, four scuba
divers were beneath the surface of
the nearly freezing water, examin-
ing the submerged fuselage.

The mammoth helicopter returned
to hover noisily over the lake while
the divers attached it to chains that
held the fuselage.

Then the Chinook began its up-
ward pull. In a matter of seconds,
the empty fuselage was clear of the
water.

Was it worth the effort? Was it
worth the total cost of the operation
that may run as high as $15,000—
most of it paid by the Sierra Club?
Just how important is it to remove
plane wreckage from remote areas
of the state?

To one of the divers, Phil Cook,
there was still doubt.

"It's still unclear to ‘me. I ques-
tioned it even today before diving.
‘We leave ship wreckage in the sea,"
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LIFTING DEBRIS — Copter lifts wing of crashed bomber from wa-
ters of lake after a cable was .attached to it by scuba divers.

on shore of Birch Lake.
mes photo by John Malmin

Sierra Club Cleanup Effort Stirs Controversy

onfusion Was Goal in

Drive on

Hollywood Sweep
Sophisticated---
and Controversial

By ROBERT KISTLER
Times Staff Writer

The Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment went to war against prostitu-
tion in Hollywood this summer.

Even by modern police standards,
it was a highly organized, imagina-
tively conceived attack on the
world's oldest profession.

The goal, simply, was to establish
a firm police beachhead in what has
become in the past decade a teeming
no-man's-land of motorized sex-for-
hire in the onestime movie capital.

The key element of the attack, or
Operation Sweep, as the department
called it, was the capacity to confuse
as well as capture,

"To put it bluntly," said Lt. Robert
R. Loomis, the 40-year-old vice offi-
cer who mapped out the plan, "we
wanted the hookers and the tricks
(customers) so confused they could-
n't tell the players without a pro-
gram."

To accomplish this, women offi-
cers were recruited to pose as prosti-
tutes. Their targets were the
swarms of males who nightly drive
Hollywood streets looking for sex at
the going market price.

Traditionally, males soliciting
prostitutes have generally been left
alone by police, who concentrated
instead on arresting prostitutes.

But, by arresting the customers of
prostitutes, and then publicizing
that fact, Loomis hoped to make the
next customer more wary when
making his illicit advance.

If the customers became more ca-
gey in the language they used in ap-
proaching the prostitutes, the prosti-
tutes, in turn, would have to become
more blatant in the language they
used, Loomis figured. And that
would make arresting the females
easier for his male officers.

So, after several nights of working
his decoys, Loomis announced the
operation to the media, then pulled
his decoys off the streets and dis-
patched all the undercover officers
he could lay his hands on to ap-
prgach prostitutes in the normal fa-
shion,

After a time, he countered with his
female decoys again. For 212
months, from mid-June through Au-
gust, the veteran vice officer used
that pattern of attack.

The scheme worked.

By summer's end, no one knew for
sure who was a cop and who was
not, and busy vice officers went
about their tasks as gleefully as kids
on a successful Easter egg hunt.

The program worked so well it
even snared one of LAPD's own, Lt.
Terrence Hannon, a downtown
headquarters officer who, while off
duty and riding in his personal car
one night, was arrested on suspicion
of propositioning one of Loomis' fe-
male decoys. He subsequently plead-
ed guilty to a reduced charge of tres-
passing and was fined $10 and
placed on one year's probation.

During the sweep, 444 males were
arrested for solicitation of prostitu-
tion, 404 females were arrested on
the same misdemeanor charge and
160 other men and women were ar-
rested for various related offenses,
including lewd conduct, indecent e:
posure, probation violations and i
terfering with officers.

But the program from the begin-
ning spawned protests, arguments
that are still being debated—both on
Hollywood sidewalks and in the ci-
ty's courts.
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COUNTY, CITY WATCH

Newport Dunes
Group Makes Bid
to Keep Park Alive

BY THOMAS FORTUNE
Times Staft Writer

NEWPORT BEACH—Reopening
of a former coffee shop as a modest
family restaurant is planned this
week as an attempt to keep alive the
money-making potential of the New-
port Dunes Aquatic Park.

Lessees of the 78-acre county-
owned tidelands property hope to
open the Sportsmen's Family Res-
taurant, a small eatery on Back Bay
Drive. Their lease with the county,
with.35 years yet to run, requires a
restaurant.

In the lease's first 15 years, the
beach park around a seawater la-
goon on Upper Newport Bay near
Coast Highway has been a consis-
tent money loser.

The original lessee, Dallas oilman
Col. D. H. Byrd, is said to have sunk
§5 million into it.

The new lease holders—a syndi-
cate of five individuals, later re-
duced to three—already are out $75,-
000 they spent on plans to make it a
major amusement park.

County officials found the plans to
be inappropriate, with Newport
Beach city officials waiting on the
sidelines to get in their licks against
the proposal.

Not only has Newport Dunes
failed to attract beachgoers in num-
bers that pay off, but a restaurant
by the bay has been a failure. That
restaurant, which resembles a flying
saucer on stilts, was open from 1960
to 1964 as The Sea Byrd and again
fron} 1970 to 1971 as The Ocean

oad.

County supervisors have been
pressuring for a year and half to get
the restaurant reopened by threa-
tening to find the lessee in default.

It is during the interim that Col.
Byrd sold out the major part of his
interest and the new principals
came forward with the amusement
park plans—a $50 million attraction
to be known as Water World.

Finally, last week, county super-
visors voted to have County Counsel
declare the contract in default.

(Deputy County Counsel John
Powell says the county real proper-
ty services department is going over
the contract to see if there are other
grounds for default beside lack of a
restaurant and it may be a week or
two before the default notice is
served on the lessee.)

At the supervisors' meeting last
Tuesday, the lessee's attorney, Ste-
phen Royer, argued his client had
attempted to reopen the restaurant
but the firm which the restaurant
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SWEEP ON PROSTITUTION

Continued from First Page
The sweep, critics said,
contained the heavy odor

—City Atty. Burt Pines,
who had promised in his
recent election campaign

to d prosecu-

of police
—Said radio station

KFWB in a July editorial:
"The i

tion of victimless crimes—
but who had excepted

of stak-
ing out a nicelooking
plainclothes policewoman
is apparently legal, within
the letter of the law.
"But it still carries a
strong smell of entrap-
ment . . . staking out at-
tractive bait, then waiting
for a sucker to take it."

from that list—rebutted
KFWB, denying that en-
trapment had been used
and pledging to assist the
LAPD in "cleaning up the
streets of Los Angeles."

—Pines response, in’

turn, triggered an angry
attack from County Public

Defender Richard Buck-
ey, who said the 34-year-
old city attorney should
not have spoken out pub-
licly on the program be-
cause Pines' office was in-
volved in prosecuting the
cases developing out of the
sweep.

"Not only has Mr. Pines
interfered with the judi-
cial process by stating a
conclusion reserved for
the judge or jury (the
question of entrapment),"
Buckley said, "but he has

also created the mistaken
impression that defen-
dants were not entrapped
because of the fact they
pleaded guilty.”

In the meantime, others
were getting into the act.

The underground and
sex-oriented press, which
circulates heavily in Hol-
lywood, was screaming
that Loomis and the
LAPD were using under-
handed tactics and warned
readers to be more careful
when making advances to
women on the street.

Liberal attorneys, many
of whom had supported
Pines in his i

were complaining

ly that he had done an
about-face by supporting
the sweep. They said his
campaign promise to
deemphasize prosecution
of victimless crime meant
nothing.

Throughout it all,
Robert Loomig said noth-
ing, kept his counsel and
made as many arrests as
he could. He knew he had
come up with an effective
plan, one that he hoped
would deliver a erucial
blow to prostitution in
Hollywood.

If not that, maybe it
would at least turn out to

be a significant "holding
action . . ."

There was just no rea-
son, Loomis confided to a
reporter, "why the street
whores should be permit-
ted to take over this town

Street prostitutes had
not always ruled Holly-
wood's sidewalks,

There had been a time—
an age, they called it—
when Hollywood was dif-
ferent. Then, only a de.
cade ago, Hollywood was a
city plentifully peopled by
the rich.

It sported bustling,

plush restaurants, gala
motion picture premieres
and, if you wanted a pros
titute, you made a gen-
tlemanly telephone call
and paid your $100 or $200
like a civilized man.

The great majority of
the $10, $15 and $20 girls
tended to work the south-
west and south-central
sections of Los Angeles,
some distance from Holly-
wood.

But as the movie indus-
try changed and all but de-
serted the Hollywood env-
irons, the city changed,
Please Turn to Pg. 4, Col. 1
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Cypress Kiwanians

Install New Officers
CYPRESS—Charles A.
Mealey has been installed
as president of the Kiwa-
nis Club of Cypress at the
club's 23rd annual instal-

lled were Dick

vice pres-

ident; Keith Moriarity.

second vice president;

yd W. Osborn, secreta-

'y, and Sho Yamada, trea-
surer.

Smooth, soft, Antron® 111 nylon sleepwear, trimmed

anity Fair coordinated
sleepwear for a look that’s soft
and fresh as a daisy

with a delicate, floral-pat:ern lace. “Daisy Trellis”
sleepwear, from Vanity Fair. Made-for-each-other.
Coordinated in soft heather blue or candleglow.
Left: shift. Sizes SM L, $8

Matching short coat. Sizes 32 to 40, $14

Right: empire gown. Sizes 32 to 40, $12

SALE:

Vanity Fair . R 2
y Matching dolman-sleeve coat with drawstring waist.

Sizes 32 to 40, $16 Matching scuffs. SM,L, 85
Sleepwear

travel robe of

Tricopaque®, a
smooth, opaque

nylon tricot. Washable. Meet Vanity Fair fashion director, Pat Kavan, during
Zip-front, in-seam informal modelings, 11.a.m. to3 p.m. at following Bullock's:
Lakewood, Monday, October 8

Pasadena, Tuesday, October 9

Del Amo, Wednesday, October 10

South Coast Plaza, Thursday, October 11

Sherman Oaks, Friday, October 12

pocket. Contrast trim.
Navy and red, light
green and dark green,
black and leopard.
Sizes 8 to 20.

Long. Reg. $18,13.99
Short. Reg. $14,9.99
Robes & Loungewear

SPECIAL:

October 8 through 20,
only. Vanity Fair

SRR

nylon tricot quilt robe
with satiny trim.
In-seam pocket and
button front. Rose,
blue, light green.
Sizes8t018.

Long. Reg. $25,19.99
Short. Reg. $17,12,99
Robes & Loungewear
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SHOP EVENING HOURS MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, ALL STORES. DOWNTOWN MONDAY AND FRIDAY, TILL 7:30 P.M "
ORDER FROM BULLOCKS.,.7TH AND HILL ‘

0111 on Gabriel Ases B
11 Miliby Aty
LOS ANGELES, 90014 ., OR CALL 4865900 OR YOUR TOLL PREE NUMBER
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SWEEP

Continued from Third Page
too. Hollywood became, in
some sections, a hollow
shell of its once financially
robust self.

And into the void
stepped the transients, the
small-time hustlers, the
dope pushers, the gays
(who had already staked
out a sizable portion of the
town), the smut peddlers
—and the prostitutes.

More and more, the mid-
dle class moved out and
the street people moved
in.

The ranks of Hollywood
street prostitutes also ex-
perienced a noticeable
surge, veteran vice offi-
cers noted, after the Watts
riots of 1985.

"After that, many whites
were apparently afraid to
go to Watts to find a pros-
titute," Loomis said, "so
they came here.

"And when the tricks
moved their activity to
Hollywood, the black pros-
titutes naturally fol-
lowed."

In addition, the Ilate
1960s and early 1970s pro-
duced another phenome-
non. As the mores of the
mation's youth changed, it

came more and more (¢

evident that a good num-
ber of bright, middle and
upper-middle class coeds
were putting themselves,
or their boyfriends,
through college by selling
themselves on the streets.

"It's not bad wmoney,"
Loomis observed wryly,
"and the hours are good."

By the spring of this
year, the situation, accurd-
ing to Loomis, was "in-
tolerable:"

—Vice officers were re-
ceiving complaints from
women who said they had
been approached by men,
both in cars and on foot,

. with brash propositions.

—Traffic at night along
Hollywood's major thor-
oughfares actually was
congested to the point of
stoppage in the right-hand
lane at some intersections
while, according to Loom-
is, "five or six cars waited
#n line to make their deals
with the whores on the
corner."

Loomis' statistics con-
firm the briskness, and
growth of Hollywood's
prostitution activity.

In 1970, Hollywood Di-
vision vice officers arrest-
ed 585 persons on prostitu-
tion charges. In 1971,
using muvhls the same
manpower and devoting
an equal amount of time,
Hollywood officers arrest-
ed 955. In 1972, the prosti-
tuuon arrest figure was 1+
238.

And duri ing the first
three months of 1973, 212
arrests for prostitution
were made, a 62% in-
crease over the number in
the same period a year be-

ing the mcrm
just the result of stepped-
up police activity, was in-
escapable: There was a lot
more prostitution going on
in Hollywood.

In addition to the blat-
ant increase, there was
another thing that bother-
ed Loomis. The more his
men arrested prostitutes,
tthe wiser —more "street
schooled" — the basic pool
of prostitutes became. h
|

offenders normally |
serve little, if any, time in
jail and are often "buck on
lhe street within a week—
but with a difference,

They have learned first-
hand the elements neces-
sary for a —good bust."
The result is that they be-
come more wary.

One ‘"defense" increa-
singly employed by Holly-
wood prostitutes, Loomis
said, was asking a poten-
tial customer to unzip his
pants as soon as the prosti-
tute got in his 4

"The w! h(m S
that a v
bidden from doing lhh,
Loomis said. "I guess,
from the girls' point of
view, it's about the best in-
surance against arrest
they had."

The practice of request-
Ing indecent exposure
created a corollary prob-
lem. Because many cus-
tomers had once heen
asked 1o unzip by u prosi
tute, "some of them devel

oped the habit of doing so
a8 woon as they drove up
o woman they assumd
was a prostiate,” Loom;
wald

Kome of the women th
approsched weve ml pro
!!mh. bt honsowlve
wlfloe workers In the wiv
who Wi slinp)
for thelr b
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Choose “Empress” antique

satin draperies and save

].5 .99 48"x84". Regularly $21

A vast collection of sizes and colors make these

draperies seem custom made for your home.
Choose from 64 colors, 77 sizes. Lined or un-
lined made of rayon/acetate. Prices for unlined:
48"x84" Reg. $21..15.99 144"x84" Reg. $71 .49.99
72"x84" Reg. $35..24.99  96"x95” Reg. $49 . 35,99
96"x84" Reg. $45 .. 32.99 120"x95" Reg. $63 . 43.99
120"x84" Reg. $60 . 43.99 144"x95" Reg. $75 . 53.99
Save on washable Dacron® polyester panels in
white, blue, pink, gold, green, or natural.
41"x81" panel. Regularly priced $5, now 3.99
Matching bedspread available on special order.
Draperies

or your toll-free
number listed below
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From Utica by Stevens
monogrammed velours

4- 5 O Monogrammed bath. Reg. $6

Thirsty cotton velour towels with dobby border
and elegantly personalized will be the envy of
every guest. Single script on bone, cloud pink,
delft blue, frosted lemon, Etruscan gold, and
red. Allow 4 to 5 weeks for delivery.
Bath. Reg. $6...4.50 Hand. Reg. 3.50 . $3
Wash. Reg.1.75 . 1.50  Fingertip. 1.75 . 1.50
Mat. Reg. $6

Bath Shop
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